" G. W. Roy, Chief, Plald Coordination and Enforcement Branch
0ffice of Inspection and Enforcement, Nsadquarters

KERA Mc GER CHEMICAL CORPORATION, WEST CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

LICENSE NO. STA 583

REQUESTS FOR UPGRADING SECURITY BY THE STATE OF ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT
OF PUBLIC HRALTH

Attached 1s & copy of a letter dated Jwna 23, 1976, from Dr. Joyce
C. Lashof, Director of Public Health to Mr, Dean McGee, Chairman-
of-the-Board of Kerr McGea. The State of Illinois is requasting
that Kerr McGee take immediate action to upgrade the site security
of their West Chicago facility to preclude all unauthorized entry
to the site and further to provide interim stabilisation of omsite
satorials 8o as to preclude discharge to offsite areas wtil such
time that & final disposizion of all onsite radicactive waste
seterisls can be sccowplished.

IE I1I plans to look inte the health and safety aspects of this
matter during the first weak of July. You may wish to inform
Licansing of the State of Illinois' position in this matter as
outlined in the attached correspondence, pending final disposition
of the West Chicago Karr McCae site.

J. M. Allan, Chief
Puel Facility and Materials
Safety Branch
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STATE OF iLLNOIS
bEFY. OF PUBLIC HEALTH
CONSLMER HEALTH PROTECTION
SPRINGFIRLD, L. ea7ey

June 25, 1976

Mr. Dean McGae
Chairman~of~the~Board

Kerr MeGae Building

Oklahema City, Oklahoma 73102

Pear Mr. MeCee:

This letter is in raferenmce to your gcorporatien's inactive
Rare Rarth Divieten facility which is lecated ia West Chicago,
Illinodis.

On June 22, 1976, representativas of eur Pepartmant met
with Messrs. Ralph J, Vreeland and Rey MelLean of your serpora-
tion to discuss the curreat status of the West Chicage facility.
This discussion sentersd primeipally areund your proposed decom~-
missioning efforts with the U.S5. Nuclear Regulatery Commission
and the present radieactive contamination problams that axist
at this facilicy.

Complainte frem the public, liviog adjacent te the site,
have been referred te this Department ecenceraimg airborae
discharges of matearials from the site te off-site lecatiens
dering high wind senditiens, and snasthorised entry onte the
site by children and pets resulting in snauthoriczed remeval
of materials frem the site.

Initial viswal fmspection of the site snd preliminary
sarveys of off~site locatiens by Department personnel indicate
shat the site security ie fsadequate and that waterial 4» being

 disebarged te off-site locations, I am, therefore, Teaguesting

.. Shag Eerr NeOss take iomedicte asction to upgrade o‘to sesaritcy
oe a8 te preclude all wsauthorised sntry to the site sad pro-
vide interim stablisations of en~site materiale se &8 &0 preclude
discharges to off-site aress watil sueh tine as fimal disposi-
tien of all en~site radicsctive waste materials has been accom~
plished.



Mz. Dean McGaue
Oklahoma City, Oklshoma
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I have directed muy staff to initiate in depth surveillance
of the site to determine the extent of the radiological impact
to the public and to investigate accaptable methods for decom
missioning.

Please contact me if you have any question comcerning
this letter,

Sincerely yours,

Joyce C. Lashof, M,D,
Director of Public Health

cc = William J, Shelley, Pirecter
of Regulation and Control
Muclear Division
Kerr McGee Corporation

cc = Jamas lcpplos“’//
USNRC
Glen Xllym, Illinois

ec = Roy Mclean
Kerr McGee Corporation
West Chicago, Illinois
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Bernard Singer, Chief
Radioisotopes Licensing Branch :
Office of Nuclcar Material Safety and Safeguards

_ . _ KERR-MCGEE CHEMICAL CORPORATIOV WEST CHICAGO, ILLINOIS ~
" LICENSE NO. STA-583
REQUESTS FOR UPGRADING SECURITY BY THE STATE OF ILLINOIS DEPARTMENI

OF PUBLIC HEALTH .

Enclosed 11 a copy of a letter dntcd June 25, 1976, from Dr. Joyce

C. Lanhot, Director of Public Health to Mr. Dean McGee, Chairman

of the Board of Kerr-McGee. The State of Illinois is requesting 5
that Kerr-McGee take immediate action to upgrade the site security

~ of their West Chicago facility to preclude all unauthorized entry

to the site and further to provide interim stabilization of onsite
materials so as to preclude discharge to offsite areas until such

time that a final disposition of all onsite radiocactive waste

materials can be accomplished.

Region III plans to look into the health and safety aspects of this
matter during the first week of July.

The purpose of this memo is to inform you of the State of Illinois'
position as outlined in the enclosed correspondence.

,&4 194 C. e
Roy, Chief
f"" Field Coordination and
Enforcement Branch

Office of Inspection and
Enforcement

losure:
Letter dated June 25, 1976
from J. C. Lashof, M.D.
to D. McGee

-

LJ”D Thornburg, IE:HQ
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J. M. Allan, IE:III
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