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AUG 21 1971

Mr. Robert F. Class, Connandar ,0 V
St. Anthony Park Poet No. 34
The Amartaan 1mgies
2029 Juliet Avenue j'

St. Paul, utanesota 55105

Dear Mr. Class:

I au pleased to reply to your letter to Chairman Seaborg dated
June 25, 1970, in which you enclosed a resolution concerning the
preservation of the Minnaapolis-St. Paul area air and water resources.

Each application to construct and to operate.a nuclear power plant is
subjected to the extensive licensing process described in the enclosed
booklet, " Licensing of Power Reactors." This includes a thorough
review by the AFC's regulatory staf f and by the independent Advisory
Committee on Reactor Safeguards (ACRS). Af ter reviewing the application
of the Northern States Power Company for the Monticello plant, the:
regulatory staff and the ACRS have concluded that there is reasonable
assurance that the plant can be operated without undue risk to the -
health and safety of the public.

I an enclosing a copy of the regulatory staff's public safety evalua-
tion of the Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant, prepared prior to the
public hearing on the facility's operating license application, which
contains a number of consultant reports including the report of the
ACRS. The evaluation addresses all of the points that were raised in
the resolution you sent except that relating to tha authority of the
State of Minnesota, through the Minnesota Follutiot Control Agency,
to set radioactive discharge limits more restrictive than the standards
set by the.AEC. This matter is presently the subject of litigation
between the Northern States Poser Company and the State. ; You will /'
note that section 3.7 of the report (pages 32-42) describes our evalu-
- ation of the liquid and gaseous radioactive waste system and our con-
clusions, - and sections!4 and 5 (pages 43-50) analyse the radiological
consequences from a design basis accident and discuss emergency plan-
alas. As the report indicates, the protection of the St. Paul and
Minneapolis water systees even in the unlikely event of an accident
at.the plant, was considered in our safety evaluation.

;, . .

Publia hearings before an Atomie- gafety and Licensing Board- to consider
'

Northern States' application for an.eperating license for the Monticello -
plant were held in April, May, June and August 1970. Af ter the public
hearings are concluded, the Board will issue an initial decision based
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| Mr.. Robert y. Class, commender -2-
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! of the fasility only syse a favorable destaise in this proceeding and in
'

! asserdamse with any limitations found asseseary or appropriate. If the
! plast is 11eensed to operate, it will be subject to Aac inspeetles and

ourveillnese threegheet its itfetime.-j ,

with respect to the radioactive effluents released by nuclear power plants,-

'

I en analosing a print of part 1 of the hearings en the envireemsstal
; affects of predestag alastrie power held by the Joint Committee sa Atente
| Energy in late 1969 and early' 1970. I would eall your attention especially
i to testimony by Commissioner Sees J. nompeen (pages 175-194). Commissioner

Clarence E. Larsen (pages 238-176), and Dr. Paul Tompkins, Executive Director
of the yederal Radiaties Council (pages 391-415), his testimony discusses
in detail sources of radioactive affluents from a nuclear power plant and,

i how these effluents are processed, the bases for radiation protection
; standards, how these standards are applied as limits on normal releases
i of small quantitles of radioactive material, the results of environmental
| monitoring programs around nuclear power plants, and environmental research

,.

programs on the effects of radiatica that are carried out by the AEC.i

; In essmary, operating experience has shown that actual releases of radio-

| activity from these plants have generally been small percentages of limita
j imposed under AEC regulations. Based on our present knowledge and operating

-

; experience, we do not believe that the low levela of radioactivity released
j from auclear power remeters will have a perceptible adverse effect on the
i environment er on public health and asfety.

Yer your information, I also an enclosing copies of speeches made by
commissiesers Larsen, Ramey, and Thompson during the past year concerning,

i the licensias and regulaties of nuclear power plaats. Rose remarks dis-
!' essa the ABC's eeneers for public health and safety la its regulatory /
l activities, and describe some of the studies. and the experience that '

| confirm our confidence in the safety of muelear power planta licensed
! by the AEC.

sincerely,a

,s $ f | \
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| 1. Licensing of-power Roseters
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Speeches enclosed:
Ramey - Minnesota, Oct. 11, 1969
Thompson - Wakefield, Mass .; -}an9721, -1970
La rson - Los Alamos , Oct . 28, 1969

s . . .
.

.

OFFICE > . . , , , ,,,, , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , . , , , , , , , , , , , . , , , , _ , , , , ,,

SURNAME > .... . . . . . . . . , ,, , ., , . . . . . . . . . . . . ,, , , , , , , , , , , , _ , , , , , , . . . . . , , , , , _ , , , , , , , , , , , , , , _ , , , , _ _ , , , , , , ,

DATE> ,
,

Dbrna AEC.3I8 (Rev. 9-63) u.s.sovranutntmannsomcs,te & sea-ses



_ . .

~
.-.,_ ,;g .7%. . - ~ ,...,._.n'

} *.. n..u.ie..n.. . . .....uiz.J(4 -!' o aN, 9a
- -

,
,A e: gr e -;q., 3..

y 5=.. [ ' _ , . _
_ -(-"T'"* Yr [1 , s;,*m@ _

_#__
" " =
, . 7_ )

*/ [ . _' {h [ N O ] ' .Adb004 Ct|M4PLETION DEIDLith $ i.'- )
'

. P9086- '*
,

cna. A % - .a o s.11 ;_m . .s mz .w hAA.c.a i
,

_

SF. Fest,'Mias ,
DAtt OrooCUntwt ~rie LOCATION h*

6/25/10 J
' 'Robert F. Claea ,.

" TO
ACTION PROCES5 LNG DAf t$ tyOLMA110NAL COPY DIsitltVTION

! Ch.irman ADN$ '. COM
Jj @ gg g Ackn.wl.dg.d

! ! O ~ #O ' 8
int.rla 3.

8 9 ( l 't f Dep. Dir. OOC _ SLR,

final _A, p, _ tL _gt
_,,_ ,

' ' ' ' ~MT O Orieia.i $] Copy 0 Oih., atManusDESChirTION

Each cy resolution that hPCA require ESF Co. to ship sti
radioac t iu was te, off site 4, that tr.e p4 ant be required to
o,erate with e Aero radioactiu dinsharge teroit sad tha t
no per its be le6ued that would allow oischarge of radio-
active gasce into tm e nvirvaant,

.

RUERRED TO D ale 18 rot 1fitat100 CO the JCAE
' "

Morris 1/ prep drafL //16/fu
' re;1y

.

!Cy; b ha, a r
__. i

,
.

I

DO NOT DETACH TH15 COPY DIRECTOR OF REGULATION rorm HQ-37 (744)
COMMUNIC ATIONS CONTROL U.S.AEC

,

a

i

I,

. ..

t

.


