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NOR I HERN STATES POWER COMPANY

Mr. D. L, Ziemann 2 July 9, 1975

We have been informed by General Electric that Figures B-2, C-1, C-2, D-], and
D~2 of the attached report are considered proprietary for the following reasons,
These figures contain information which is of the type which General Electric
customarily maintains in confidence and withholds from public disclosure, The
information has been handled and classified proprietary by General Electric in
accordance with procedures and standards set forth in Attachment A to this letter,
and we hereby make application for withholding from public disclosure this in-
formation in accordance with the provision of 10 CFR 2.790. The analytical
methods and the data which would be compromised by public disclosure of these
figures were developed at considerable expense to the Ceneral Electric Company
and the release of the information would allow competetors to confirm similiar
designs without incurring similar expense. We have proprietary agreements with
General Electric and have handled this information in accordance with those
agreements and Attachment A, Non-proprietary versions of the proprietary figures
will be submitted with our Techrkal Specification change request on this matter,

Yours very truly,

M VAL

L. 0. Mayer, PE
Manager, Nuclear Support Services

Lo/ deb
cc: J. G. Keppler (without proprietary figures)
G+ Charnofl
MPCA
Attn: J. W. Ferman (without proprietary figures)



ATTACHMENT A

GENERAL ELECTRIC
PROPRIETARY CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM

Gerieral Electric proprietary documents contain information and are of the type
which General Electric customarily maintains in confidence and withholds from
public disclosure, To the best of General Electric's knowledge and belief,
such documents have consistently been maintained in confidence and no public
disclosure has been made of them,

Documents are classified proprietary pursuant to standard General Electric pro-
cedures pertaining to such classification, General Electric's definition of
proprietary information is similar to that used in the courts to define
"trade secrets', The definition encompasses "any formula, pattern, device

or compilation of information which is used in one's business and which gives
him an opportunity to obtain an advance over competitors who do not know

or use it'", Additionally, a substantial element of secrecy must exist, so
that, except by the use of improper means, there would be difficulty in ac-
quiring the information., Some factors to be considered in determining
whether given information is proprietary are: (1) the extent to which the
information is known outside the business; (2) the extent to which it is
known by employees and others involved at General Electric; (3) the extent

of measures taken to guard the secrecy of the information; (4) the value of
the information to General Electric and its competitors; (5) the amount of
effort or money expended by General Electric in developing the information;
and (6) the ease or difficulty with which the information could be properly
acquired or duplicated by others, Additional information treated as con-
fidential consists of business intelligence such as business plans, forecasts,
financial data and similar information which, if obtained by competition,
could compromise the interest of the Company.



