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- 8 Justification of Exemption

NNECO's exemption request from the requirements of 10CFRS0,
Appendix J, 111.D.2.(a), will not result 1a undue risk to the health
and safety of public:

a. The proposed exemption does not change, modify, or restrict
existing plant safety limits, safety settings, or operations.
The change does not impact the design basis of containment or
modify its response during a design basis accident (DBA).

b. There are no undue adverse safety effects asv.ciated with the
exemption.

c. During the unusually long maintenance outage during 1991 and
two limited duration outages in 1992, ' < comprise
appreximately thirteen months, plant compon °  were not

exposed to the potentially degrading norme: operating
temperatures, pressure and radiation conditions. The time
interval of 24 months, specified in Appendix J, was based, in
part, on the expected degradation of components exposed to the
environment resulting from a full 24 months of normal plant
operation. The total exposure time for containment to a
normal plant operations environment at Millstone Unit No. 3
would be about 19 months, until September 1993.

. Conclusion

Based on the above information, NNECO concludes that the requested
exemption is warranted and that the underlying purpose of the
regulation would still be met.

Exemption Reguest
Section I11.d.3 of 10CFR50, Appendix J, requires that:

"Type C test shall be performed during each reactor
shutdown for refueling but in no case at intervals
groater than 2 years."

Millstone Unit No. 3's last refueling outage commenced in February 19°1.
Type C testing commenced on February 5, 1991, and was completed during the
last refueling outage. There are 68 mechanical penetrations that require
Type C testing to be performed during each reactor shutdown for refueling,
but in no case at intervals greater than two years. In January, May, and
October 1992, while shut down, Type C testing was satisfactorily performed
on 31 penetrations. This represents approximately 45 percent of total
Type C testing. NNECO hereby requests a schedular exemption until the
next refueling outage, currently scheduled to commence in September 1993,
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Justification of Exemption
NNECO's exemption request from requirements of 10CFR50, Appendix J

(111.0.3), will not result in undue risk to the health oar safety of the
public:

- &

The proposed exemption does not change, modify or restrict existing
plant safety 1imits, safety <ettings, or operations. The changes do
not impact the design bas.s of containment or modify its response
during a DBA.

There are no undue adverse safety effects associated with this
exemption.

During the unusually lung maintenance outage during 1991, and two
limited duration outages in 1992, which comprise approximately
13 months, plant components were not exposed to the potentially
degrading normal operating temperature, pressure and radiation
conditions. The time interval of 24 months, specified in
Appendiz J, was based, in part, on the expccted degradation of
compo-.ents exposed to the environment resulting from a full 24
mor’ns of normal plant operation. The toctal exposure time for
c.ntainment to a normal plant operations environment at Millstone
Jnit No. 3 would be approximately 19 months, until September 1993.
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Based on the above information, NNECO concludes that the requested
exemption is warranted and that the unde~lying purpose of the regulation
would still be met.
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Summary of Corrective Actions

During the third refueling outage, four containment isolation valves failed their
"as found" local “2ak rate test (LLRT) because of leakage rates which exceeded
technical specification 1imits. These valves include the residual heat removal
(RHR) system suction valve 3RHS* MVB702A, containment recirculation spray system
(RSS) check valve 3RSS*V6, reactor plant chilled water system valve 3COS* CTV91B,
and containment recirculation spray system valve 3RSS* MOV23B. In each case, the
root cause of the valve failure, corrective action, and how the containment
integrity was maintained ha. been documented in the Licensee Event Report (LER)
#91-004-01.
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During the third refueling outage, this valve failed its LLRT because of
improper valve seating due to buildup of boric acid crystals. The
penetration was flushed with water and the valve retested satisfactorily.
In addition, in January 1992, this valve was Type C tested and the leak
rate was within the technical specification 1imit and therefore this valve
is not a subject of this exemption request.

2. RSS Check Valve 3RSS* V6

The valve 3RSS* V6 failed its LLRT because of improper valve seating due
to boric acid crystal buildup. The valve seat was cleaned, the valve was
reassembled and an "As-left" LLRT was satisfactori'y performed.
Containment integrity is also maintained by outboard contaiument isolation
valve, RSS* MOV20B.

3. Reactor Plant Chilled Water System Valve 3CDS* CTVISB

The failure of 3CDS* CTV91B resulted from excessive tightening of the
T-ring set screws during valve seat adjustment, which caused failure of
the T-ring. The T-ring was replaced, the valve was reassembled and was
retested satisfactorily prior to startup from the third refueling outage.
In addition, in May 1992, while the plant was shut down, the valve was
Type C tested and the leak rate was within the technical specification
limit. This valve is not the subject of this exemption request.

4. Containment Recirculation Spray System Valve, 3RSS* MOVZ3B

Ouring the third refueling outage, Valve 3RSS* MOV23B failed because of
separation of the vulcanized rubber seat from the valve body mounting
surface. The valve was removed from the system and sent to the
manufacturer for overhaul. It was subsequently reinstalled and retested
satisfactorily prior to startup. The "As Left" Jleak test was
satisfactory.




