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Lights, Camera, Action: Documentary on

Bert Avenue
By Chris i'repal

“Ben Ave.”, a T.V, documentary, examines how
ilegal mdioactive waste contamination occused in the city of
Newburgh Heights, Ohio, the effect on the people in the neigh-
borhood, and what is being done w clean it up, Michae) Matis. a
producer rom Cox Cabie Cleveland, premiered his hour-long
documentry 10 a select audience of neighbors and members of
The Earth Day Coalinon on October 28. "This is one of the first
umes that a cable company has done a documentary of this
type,” he said

Maus is a wniter, television producer, and musician
with an merest in environmental 1ssues. In addigon o produc -
ing this documentary, Maus also wrote the ongwnal background
music. Maw* leamed ahout Bert Avenue from a radio annoance-
ment of 2 ¢t munity meeting. He auended the meetang and was
~shocked at the dusuress of the people” and was disturbed by the
explanations {rom the federal U.S. Nuclesr Regulawry Cominis-
s00 (NRC) He decided 10 do “a five minyte piece” to bring
Hght 10 the 155ues and  help get people interested.

A year later, after shooting more than 30 wpes, count-
less interviews and additional research, “Bert Ave.” was bom.
“Thus 15 the hardest project | have ever done. | ied 10 leam
about the 1ssues facing the people of Bent Avenue and tell their
complex story m one hour with my pawnt brush, _When vou listen
to the “suits” talk you think thay have all the answers. Rut when
you listen w the people you undersiand where the tuth hies,"”
sud Maus

Producing “Bert Ave.”, has changed his life. Matis has
staried recycling, makung lifestyle changes, and is becoming
“passionate™ about the envuronment. T want help people
wike up to what 1s happening, " he said " Issues come down to
individuals. People neec to be aware and make an effory I's
morally and ethically important.”

“Bert Ave.” was aired on Cox Cable each Wednesday
in November 10 over 50,000 viewers. It wall be broadcast on
Jher cable syswems which will enable over 300,000 viewers o
ake 4 wuque look at the Bert Avenue site. Check Cablevision,
North Coast Cable, Conunental Cable and Lakeland Con -manity
Coliege Cable for your local broadcast tme and chanel

The Earth Day Coalition has a copy of “Bert Ave ™
availabie for viewmig and/or barrowing. (“omiact the office at
2816468 for mare infarmation.
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The Earth Day Coniuwa hay been working on ine Bert Avens sud for past (Nee
rars. Below s a swmmary of some of owr acirvitias

Rerearching, docamens searehes, mierviews. Suencing quarterdy
regulators meetings and communyy maiiings. Bert Avenue wani Srome
Aeplacied comsamunaied sue 0 a Prorisy A Sue 1o be Jiven spe:ind ctemtion by
the US. NRC

Asremoling and Acting a1 @ docwnens repasuary for all documenss on
the Bert Avenus 1ie. These flar + ave deen usad &y scoves of naighbory
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ciperys. Offerimg wechnical cesistance in Cammunity organizing and madia
oureach

Advocating for a fence around the 1i¢ 3 saiyaharhood chlldren wif
Al wre (he abandonad dump as 3 playgr sund
. Petisoning tha Cansar for Doease Cant, ol (Apency for Toac
Sudutance gnd Disease Regairy) o do g Asirh arsessmens of the e opxa who
ive naar Beart Avenue

Petioning clacied officials o intic a U S Gemaral Accvuniing
Office (GAQ) audii of the U S Nuclaar Reguwiatory Commssion's actions and
fodwet 10 act aver "ha pal dacade w Bert Avenus Tha GAD autis wiil be
comoleted thar month

Radioactive Waste Compact Meeting
Update

The Midwest Compact held a meeting on November
10, 1992 in Des Moines, lowa which was attended by Earth
Day Coalition Co-Disector, Chris Trepal. On the agenda was a
request for over 397,000 in funding from Ohio to pay for a
“Blue Ribbon" Commitier that is charged with establishing
siung cniena for the proposad radioactive waste dump some
where in our state. Thus 17 person commitiee has at least &
members with direct ties 1o the nuclear waste generation
induswy. This committee also has a March 31 deadline for
completion of its work. Other compact states, like New York
have struggled o meet an 18 moath or longer time limit for
recommending siing critena.

Another commiliee reporting 1o the governor (that has
met only once a year and has lost key members Edith Chase,
former Senator Enc Fingerhut, and former Representative Joe
Secrest) 1§ charged with looking ar ccinplex issues of licensing,

- .
. operauons, long term maintenance, design technology, ste. for

a radioactve waste dump in Ohio. This commitiee's current
membership, timeline and complete mandate are not know nat
this ume,

Reports from both of these committees will be used 1
create lepislagon which is needed 1o begin the search for g
dump site in Ohio. Look for legislonve action on this issue any
ume after January, 1993, But don't just sit on your hands
while you wait! Now is the time w call your stae Senator and
Representative 1o communicate your concerns aiou? this new
proposed radioactive waste dump,

It 1s our opinuon that no one has yat gencrated the
necessary analyses of the economic and environmental mpacis
for Ohio taxpayers and rawepayers of all the options for radioac-
uve waste disposal in or out of our stae. Unal this is done.
Ohio should not comply with a flawed federal law. For moce
informagon on the proposed radicacuve waste dump or a mors
complete update, please contact the office at 2816468

Welcome w the newest members of The Earth Day |
Coalition. We are happy 1 have you join the work w build a }
sare, just and sustainable planes, starting bere in Northeast ‘
Ohio: David Beach, John Brookine [V, Laarie Edwards
Gene F. Foley, Gregory Hurd, Pat Marida, Smita Mehta, Frank |
| and Regie-Routnan.
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By DAVE DAVIS
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Sewer district plans cobalt cleanup
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