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Bert Avenue Pesbianug ska Consorfw Dame Canud(AMneyfor Tonc

*

saw ca aaou au naa sryn so a r tis ua-au sanaini. .souBy Chris Trepal ^~ a'a' 8'" A ""'-
"Bert Ave.", a T.V. documentary, examines how Pstkwning sincud efichts so khLua a UK Gewal Aam,a4

.

inegai radioacuve waste contaminadon occured in the city of g , (ca ohiau dsAn u.s. Net- K<siastery c.-c.iovs .orio. .a
New burgh Heights, Ohio, the elfect on the people in the neigh. f i.,r,s e,act our A4 p.us anced, un s<n 4u . m cao.wi,,, sit s

coma,,a rrir moaer.
borhood, and what is being done to clean it up. Michael Matit. a
producer from Cox Cable Cleveland, premiered his hour long Radio 3CtiVe WaStc Compact Mecting
documentary to a select audience of neighbors and members of Update
The Earth Day Coahuon on October 28. "This is one of the first

-

times that a cable company has done a documentary of this The Midwest Compact held a meeting on Novemter

type," he said. 10,1992 in Des Moines, Iowa which was attended by Eartir~

Mads is a wnter, television producer, and rmisician Day Coahtion Co Director, Chris Trepal. On the agenda was a

with an interest in environmental issues. In addition to produe request for over $97,000 in funding from Ohio to pay for a

ing this documentary, Mans also wrote the onginal background " Blue Ribbon". Commince that is charged with establishing

music. Math learned about Ben Avenue from a radio announce.
siting criteria for the proposed radioacdve waste dump some-

ment of a co.amumty meeting. He attended the mecong and wa$
where in our state. This 13 person committee has at least 8

" shocked at the distress of the p%ple" and was disturbed by the
members with direct ties to the nuclear waste generation

explanadons from the federal U.S. Nucler.r Regulatory Commis -
industry. This committee also has a March 31 deadline for

sion (NRC). He decided to do "a five minute piece" to bring completion of its work. Other compact states,like New York,

light to the issues and to hcip get people interested- have stmggled to meet _an 38 month or longer time limit for
recommending siting critena.

A year later, aher shoodng more than 30 tapes, count.
less interviews and additional research, "Bett Ave." was bom- Another committee reporting to the governor (that has

"this is the hardest project I have ever done. I tried to learn met only once a year and has lost key members Edith Chase,

about the issues facmg the people of_Bert Avenue and tell their former Senator Eric FinEerhut, and former Representative Joe

complet story m one hour _with my pamt brush _When yottListen . Secrest) is charged with looking at ccmplex issues of licensing,

to the ' suits' talk you think t ey have au the answerf But when -opelado_ns, long. term maiqtenancecdesign technology.ctc. forh

you listen to the people you ttnderstand where the truth lies," a radioactive waste dump in Ohio. This committee's current

said Mans. membership, timeline and complete mandate are not known at
this time.

Producing " Ben Ave.", has changed his life. Matis has

staned recycling, making lifestyle changes, and is becomin$ Reports from both of these committecs 'will be used to

" passionate" about the envtronment. "I want to help people create legislation which is needed to begin the search for a

wake up to what is happening," he said * Issues come down to dump site in Ohio. Look for legislative action on this issue any

individuals. People nee ( to be aware and make an effort. It's time after January,1993. But don'tjust sit on your hands

morally and ethically tmgortant." while you waitt Now is the time to call your state Senator and

"Bert Ave." was aired on Cox Cable each Wednesday
Representative to communicate your concerns ai,out this new

in November to over 50,000 viewcrs. It will be broadcast ett poposed radioacdve waste dump,

uther cable systems whtch will enable over 300.000 viewers to It is our opinion that no one has yet generated the

take a unique look at the Bert Avenue site. Check Cablevision. necessary analyses of the economic and environmentalimpacts

Nonh Coast Cable, Conunental Cable and Lakeland Cocrtunity for Ohio taxpayers and ratepayers of all the options for radioac.

Couege Cable for your local broadcast ume and chanet tive waste disposal in or out of our state. Unni this is done,

The Earth Day Coalition has a copy of"Bert Ave " Ohio should not comply with a flawed federal law. For more

available for viewmg and/or borrowing. ('omact the office at nformvion on the proposed radioactive waste dump cr a more

2814168 for more informadon. complete update, please contact the office at 2814t68.

N E.mh Day Coata,an hs b<en workeg on tan Den Awan=* sueforpast three YC|CO111C NC NCR1|SCVS$ ~
-

.

years. Below ns a summary of some ofour acInkia.s:

Re,tansching. daaanene searths.s. buerviews, ausmisag quantriy
..

~.
,

reg ulators meetings art communky meetings. Bert A venue wensfrom a NMU MM NO N Y

'

megiumi contam.aai<e sue to a priority A su, so 6e giwn s,~rmentson by Coalition. We are happy to have you join the work to build asA, u.r. NRc.

uamou nr Acting as a doamens repasuaryfer alt seamants o" safe, just and sustainable planet, staning here in Northeast-
s i

tk Ran Avenus she. Mas (s,'ar nave been usut byscores ofnotghbors. Ohio Davnd Beach. !chn Brooking TV, Laurie Edwards. ;

Gene F. Foley, Gregory Html, Pat Marida, Smita Mehra. Frank. )

and Regie Roucnan. -
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i Dump's tale no short storp{ |

\ sE

By JOHN F. HAGAN,

asks company ofncials and represen- teer in high schect when he took a "

t
l

PLAN DEMER REPORTER ratives from the Nuclear Regulatory teleesica course and worked on his 7pg;g !I
About a year ago, Mike Matis was Comrnission at a public mcctmg. school's television station. In his se-

, y.- !
!

at a gathenng of Newburgh Heights As one lawyer representing resi- mor year at Normandy Ihgh Schoei. OM
.u

!

residents who were meeting to ex. dents says in the documentary:"It'st he got a job at Cox Cabic. IIe's been "M
i

press concerns about 1 rc licactive. an easy place to get angry about." there 12 years. 'a ,

f .Awaste dump on Bert Ave- : The 13-acre Bert Ave. dump has He has a degree from Clevetand M
*<

As a producer at Cox Cable CIeve- been undergoing cicanup for more State University, where he majared . 3I'.
,

land, he thought it wou!d make an than a decade. A cleanup is under in communicadons. !He attended
'

i
'

interestmg five minute story. way by Chemetron Corp., the com- CSU whi!e working at the cable com- ^ T' .' '

Dut somethmg uappened on his pany held responsible for illegally pany. Matis produces and hosts a !
*

way to the short story. That five min- dumping lo v-level radioactive waste Co.v. Cable must: show and has done i
on the property. The company has; '

! ute idea tumed into an hour-long t;een mapping " hot spots" on the entertainment features for Channel idocumentary,"Bert Ave.,'* which airs One. an educaricnal p(egram that is
this month and next month on local ptoperty. aired along with ccm nercials4

m
cable stations. . The site is contaminated with schools across the couritry. ;3

! "I was really moved by the testi- chemical and Icw-level radioactive lie said the work lon the dotu-
-

many of the people," Matis said of waste, much of which is in huge mentary has been fulfilling. He's i

that first encounter with the Bert mounds near residents' homes. Che- now twome an avid environmenttl-
;

j Ave. residents. "I turned what was metron contaminated the industrial ist. "I started recycling at home." he
going to be a five-minute story into a site in 1975, when it iregally depos. said. "rm very interested a the ens i-
documentary that locks at the last 20 ited rubble tainted with depleted renrnent. I expound on it every tin.e !,

| years." uranium. The rubble came frorn a I get the chance.
building cn Harvard Ave that the "Somctimes I fel like I'm harpirig !

Matis produced, wrote and edited chemical maker dismantled.
and bemg obnorcus. You can get1,7 the documentary and provided his

Company representatives arid really passionate about this becau1e' u. *

<wa music for the program. WCLV- state and federsl officials involved in there's so much you see going;j
. Di radio executive Robert Conrad the cleanur and monitoring of the wron g.'' ;

*-

i% nanates. site and pohticians are interviewed The dccumentary also taught hum mms a noss |,T,
Residents m, ternewed talked of in the story. a lesson. "I Icarned that the safe- MAe Mahs. a producer !cr Cox . !J the f4ustration and fear of hvmg ne4

Matis said Cox Cable was hesitant guards that we assurne are out tnere Cable Cleve!and' spent thelast' |p.,

to a radioactive dump and the effects at first to allow him to punue tne are not really there he said. "lhey mN m an hour-fong ' f
,Wi

they oelieve it has had on their project. 'As we get gome, especia!!y don *t really exist. documeritary on a radioactive i
!~

health and the health of their chil-G dren as the product was Griished, they Matis said viewers shocid creek waste dump ir1 Newt >urga .
1.i" were so proud they stood behind it with their locat cable companies to Hergnts The documenary will -!3 "Do you cecp'z realize what you 100 percent," he said. And out when the documentary wn! air trns monta and next monthare puttmg us through?' one woman Matis. 29, started his television ca- air m their commuruties. On local c30|e stations.
.
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Sewer district plans cobalt cleanup. 4 .

'

* * ''W .
1' - (1 / 83 . 'lb D ' , ji}._ ( f c !! : * a '.

* *

$y DAVE DAVIS. , m ;s L ^ j he criticited Plain Dea!er stories on "Whaj's changed? Ncthing really!' ' area alene and aPow the radioactivlg
I ..*

,

''
*p N OCMER AEPORrt.n | M. . = .p cobalt to decay to a safe level. (l'o~i Ccbalt-50 contamination in the lenhw.said.t

''Jastho,be ultraconservative and - balt-60 Inses half of its radioactivity.+ ponds as " highly inflammatory and ,
extremely rmsicading?' Odeal said . make sute everybcdy is safe, we put , every 5.2 years.) Distr!ct officials will3|- 1 - '. i CLlYAHOG"A H EIGHTS

.
'4 .

, . . . .|

.

n q1ortteast. O'ao Regional Sewer,fficialslate undertaking a. Ttje contamination was so slight, and b. up.a encess is a good idea "; 'A; % 2 ponds that' sit south of. the planQ
thi;n that no cleanup was newssary. ' f s" he said, "To restrict oc.fr enhvate three coniaminated ash .

, ,

.Ltric ,

wdsn't even talled for, he sam) fence *
ditir son-dollar, cleanup at their'

ence, t,irig the' August news c'od'er' along I-77 on the banks ci the Cuya'
thi areas stTected so remote, a Recalf ' ' ~ ~ ',

' uth ;tteatment plant despite nhart said Odcal was proba- hega Elver.'
*-

/ .

patinua assertions that radioactive i' !!ut four weeks later, district offi making a distinction between a Then they will store ti,e contarai~
q giy;$pj that actually needed to be

*
,

| dontami ation there poses no threa. , cists, in an| emergency action, a clea nated waste, estimated to be at least
. fd anychh roved $119.9'i5 to immediate 7 done,to protect pub!ic safety and one 200.000 cubte yards,in a nearby ash r,'

'
,

| ! hIn Abgust. Dwin Odeal, tiie dis'- | ^[n[g[,*'$'74ere p!a t$h $ tsfy the;dernands of the U
*' that might to be done sim ly to' sat- landfall while a Gnal resolution is dis iga

. . Nuclear cussed. - - ..g,

' @ict's q
xecutive director, escorted a .

.
+

i It trict's largest treatment facility Yes-
nu 3r reporters to the edge of terday, they acknowledged they had . Hegulatory Commhsion tne federal

Work is scheduled to begin Apnl tere.

|
agency pm radioactive materials /-pensjble for protecting the

,While the' exact cleanup cost is notly's three on site evaporatica l* been workmg on a cleanup plan forpu ie
public fr known, officials at the NRC and dis-e,

. ' fonds]In a news confrtnce there, bweeks'al did not retura cal!s'ina'de to '
,

sSewer district officiais t<lieve that trict concede that it will te millions !'i Ode
'

- I '

the settpns the[4RC are not 'reahyare being forevd to . of do!!arsclenhartisaid that couldM >hit eff;ce yegterday. General Chunse!take byl the jump to bilDons if the distrfet was9f [ d But Assistant

h .)
. Tom Lenhatt reiterated.the conten. needed for public safety. ose of the wsste c'f site

forced to disfevel
r

at a low radioactive-wsste '
dump in Barnwell, SC, the only ,']': tion that the' contamination was min- Inla plan submitted to tu NRC,'

imal and pojed no threat jo the ptab. district | cfncials said they would- '

'"84 lic or workers. . ; leave contaminated ash in a north fill dump cpen to Ohio.L ,-
i~ ! 'l ~ NRC cfficials privately concedali

-

that the NRC was at least partially to|!'

I. 3
'

': blame for the contamination '. aff,?[
, ,

91 '= .

S h. Southerly and that the sewer district*

: r,

f ( s 4
' J' and its customers were the victims., ,

f [.kh/I. 1 r '}f .
|' +4

They'said this'because there;are cp Q1e , **
/ only two possible scenarios that canih j. .1 4a

h. ecccunt fcr the contaminations at.'

j[
't

- d'l .t ; Southerly. Both involve shortcorn-}-'
. .

t.
mgs at the NRC, offteials said.3 / ,' : |

'

p , . . , ,.

' 'Ihe first is that an NRC license' | |

1gi | LiI; bQ g
- , *g # '

holder demped tr.o much radioa.rtive'
cobalt into the district's sewer sys '/y {,,-ta P c

* '
.g

# .
.i m

*-* r
" 'b 'f7 .

tem. The sewer district has no jurisio * -

f
3Q' diction over such discharges, which - i

'
[. [.

a..,

$s k' g arc legal in small quantities. Then '

c
5 ? NRC is charged mth momtorieg -,=, 1 F I i I ' l .!

-

them, but years often pass bafore the>'

h.i
Y I /M ,

p i
,

agency checks license holders', reiI d '*"
'

,

| . cords. ",1,.a
J !]

, ' .
"

7{
b-

' The second possibibty centers oniI 1
'R ;

r ., ,
', e the theory that small quanidies ofi;

, | 9 j '~'
e

p, !; i
'

,j', '
~ /; - cobalt might> have .!egally been 'E y

. 'e:
, dumped into the sewer system by 3,

,

- u. y '
HI si number of businesses, then " recon J

)". ' . ' centrated" in the sewage treatmen .".r t. i!+ J L!~

p "h pmeess, taking an amount of ccha! f, *

'g ? e
that was cf no significance to federa,

[1
-.; f- p ,

regulators and turmng it sn'.o a.,i! / i

Q3 ', inoltimillioc-do!!ar headathe for the ,.

_{ ,

. ,) district, n,

y'; ' '
*
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