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Event:
On May 20,1985, while Unit 3 was in a scheduled refueling shutdown, the requirements of Technical
Specification (TS) 3.4.1.g were exceeded, lhe refueling cavity, spent fuel pool and fuel transfer
canal levels were lowered to allow for repair of the chain on the fuel transfer carriage drive motor.
The refueling cavity water level was lowered from 57 feet to 53 feet (aoproximately 21 feet above
the pressure vessel flange) to allow the fuel transfer canal to be drained to the spent fuel pool. This
was done because the normal method to drain the fuel transfer canal could not be used due to valve
798B being inoperable. TS 3.4.1.g states that in refueling shutdown, if the water level above the too
of the pressure vessel flange is less than 23 feet, two residual heat removal (RHR) loops shall be
operable. At this time the 3 A RHR pump was out of service, therefore, only one RHR loop was
operable.

Cause of Event:
The cause of the event was a personnel oversight in that the TS require nents were not properly
reviewed prior to decreasing the reactor cavity water level. 8506270425 850619

{DR ADOCK050g2OCorrective Actions:
The following corrective actions were taken:
1) The refueling ca'.ity water level was raised back up to TS limits within 25 minutes.
2) Supervisory discussions were held with the Plant Suoervisors-Nuclear to emphasize the

importance of being cognizant of the TS requirements that are applicable during refueling
operations.

3) A letter was written to Plant Supervisors - Nuclear instructing them on the importance of
thoroughly discussing major and off-normal evolutions prior to their execution. %b4) Valve 7988 was repaired and tested satisfactorily.

The health and safety of the public were not affected. Similar occurrences: None. |
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Event:

On May 20,1985, at 12:35 a.m., while Unit 3 was in scheduled refueling outage, the limits of Technical
Specification (TS) 3.4.1.g were exceeded. During the core on-load evolution, the chain on the fuel
transfer carriage drive motor broke. The core on-load was stopped and the fuel element in the fuel
transfer canal was returned to the spent fuel pit. An attempt was made to drain the fuel transfer canal
by pumping the water to the refueling water storage tank (RWST). This was unsuccessful due to valve
798B being inoperable. Bis caused the water to flow to the spent fuel pool and refill the fuel transfer
canal. A decision was made to lower the water level in the spent fuel pool, fuel transfer canal, and
refueling cavity simultaneously by using the residual heat removal (RHR) pumps to pump the water to
the RWST. This was done to lower the level in the spent fuel pool so that the fuel transfer canal could
be drained to the spent fuel pool without refilling the fuel transfer canal. The refueling cavity water
level was lowered from 57 feet to 53 feet. Re refueling cavity was then isolated from the fuel transfer
canal and the water level was raised back to 57 feet. Re 53 feet level is approximately 21 feet above
the pressure vessel flange. TS 3.4.1.g states that in refueling shutdown if the water level above the too
of the pressure vessel flange is less than 23 feet, two RHR loops shall be operable. At the time of this
event,' only the B RHR pump was ooerable, therefore, only one RHR loop was operable.

Cause of Event:

The cause of the event was personnel oversight in that the TS requirements were not properly reviewed
prior to decreasing the reactor cavity water level.

Analysis of Event:

Ouring the event only 12 fuel assemblies were in the core, and the reactor coolant temperature remained
at aoproximately 90 degrees Fahrenheit. The Reactor Coolant System boron concentration was
approximately 2250 pom. Health Physics monitored the event and no increase in containment activity or
temperature was indicated. Containment integrity was established and maintained during this event.
The "B" emergency diesel generator was operable at this time so emergency power was available for the
"B" RHR pump. Herefore, the health and safety of the oublic were not affected.

Corrective Actions:

The following corrective actions were taken:

1) De refueling cavity water level was raised back up to TS limits within 25 minutes.
2) Suoervisory discussions were held with the Plant Supervisors-Nuclear to emphasize the importance

of being cognizant of the TS requirements that are applicable during refueling operations.

3) A letter was written to Plant Supervisors - Nuclear instructing them on the importance of
thoroughly discussing major and off-normal evolutions prior to their execution.

4) Valve 798B was repaired and tested satisfactorily.
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FLORIDA POWER & LIGHT COMPANY
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U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555

Gentlemen:

Re: Reportable Event 35-014
Turkey Point Unit 3
Date of Event: May 20,1985
Technical Specification -

Refueling Cavity Level

The attached Licensee Event Report is being submitted pursuant to the
requirements of 10 CFR to provide notification of the subject event.

Very truly yours,

JAAL.dEt<~

3. W. Williams, Jr.
Vice President
Nuclear Energy Department
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Attachment

cc: Dr. 3. Nelson Grace
Harold F. Reis, Esquire
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