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APPARENT CAUSE OF OCCURRENCE

The apparent cause of the occurrence is piping erosion due to failure of the
pipe's internal coating. The cause of the coating failure is indeterminate at
this time. An evaluation of the event is being performed. Any further
details resulting from the evaluation will be provided in a followup report.

ANALYSIS OF OCCURRENCE AND SAFETY ASSESSMENT

Secondary Containment is designed to minimize any ground level release of
radioactive materials. The Reactor Building (IEEE - NG) provides Secondary
Containment during reactor operation when the drywell is sealed and in service
and provides primary containment when the reactor is shut down and the drywell
is open, as during refueling. Both the Reactor Building Ventilation system
(IEEE - VA) and the Standby Gas Treatment system (IEEE - BM) are designed to
maintain a 0.25 inch water vacuum in the Reactor Building. Therefore, air
leakage is inward from outside to inside the Reactor Building. Secondary
Containment is required during fuel handiing operations and whenever work is
being performed on the reactor or its connected systems in the Reactor
Building since their operation could result in inadvertent release of
radioactive material.

The Service Water system discharge is kept at a vacuum to reduce head
requirements for the pumps. Tne Service Water piping did not leak from the
hole because of this vacuum. The vacuwn in the piping drew air from the
Reactor Building atmosphere into the system piping, which discharges into a
seal well. Under these conditions a radioactive release into the Reactor
Building may have resulted in an unmonitored ground level release, since the
Service Water Radiation Monitor was not operable at the time and grab samples
were being taken to monitor system radioactive releases. An evaluation is
being performed to assess the possible effects on secondary containment and of
a radioactive release with this piping hole, and a revision to this report
will be submitted when the evaluation is complete.
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CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

Immediate corrective action was taken to piace a temporary patch over the
hole. The patch was in place by 1200 hours on December 9, 1992. The system
was removed from service on December 17, and the piping section was removed
anc replaced. Ultrasonic inspections were performed on two other system
elbows and one straight piping run with no significant indications. Service
water piping inspections will be added to an existing piping inspection
program for the next refueling outage.

An evaliation is being performed to assess the possible effects on secondary
containment and of a radicactive release with the presence of the hole in the
Service Water piping. In addition, an evaluation of the pipe's internal
coating is being investigated. Results of these evaluations will be provided
in a followup report.

SIMILAR EVENTS

None.,
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