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On April 8, 1985 at 1626 hours, a full scram signal was generated while restoring
4 reactor vessel water level instrument to service following calibration,

The plant was in Operational Condition 5 with all control rods inserted and no
core alterations In progress, The scram was caused by an erroncous reactor
vessel water level signal resulting from a pressure transient induced by
incorrect valving technique. The technicians will be trained on 4 mockup of

the transmitter and valve arrangement in the correct technique for placing

in service instruments sharing a common reference leg,
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On April 8, 1985 at 1626 hours, while performing a calibration surveillance
on reactor water level instrumentation, a full scram signal was generated.
The plant was in Operational Condition 5 with no core alterations in progress
and all control rods fully inserted at the time,

The scram signal was caused by a pressure transient induced in the common
reference leg shared by numerous reactor level and pressure instruments.
When returning the pressure transmitter to service, the instrument techniclans
opened the isolation valve connecting the instrument to the reference leg.
The reference leg was at a head pressure of about 15 psig while the
instrument was at atmospheric pressure (0 psig). The equalization of
pressure which occurs when the isolation valve is opened too quickly can and
did cause a pressure transient in the reference leg. This resulted in an
erroneous level 8 Indication (214 inches above top of active fuel) then
level 3 Indication (173.4 inches above top of active fuel) and another

level 8 indication on other reactor vessel water level transmitters

sharing the common reference |eg,

The level 3 indication generated a full scram signal as designed as well
as an isolation signal to valve groups four (4), thirteen (13) and
fifteen (15). Groups four (4) and fifteen (15) were already closed and
group thirteen (13) isolated as designed,

h A mockup of a typical pressure transmitter and valve arrangement has been
constructed to use In training instrument technicians in proper valving
techniques, In addition, the procedure uced to return reactor vessel level
instruments having a common reference leg to service 1S being revised to
require the instrument to be filled, ventad and pressurized to the
reference leg pressure prior to opening the isolation valve to the
reference leg. The applicable surveillance procecur»s are being revised

to reference the general procedure for returning instruments to service,
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May 8, 1985
NP-85-443

U. 8. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention: Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555

Gentlemen:

Reference: Fermi 2
NRC Operating License No. NPF-33

Subject: Transmittal of Licensee Eveat Report
No. 85-005

Please find enclosed LER No.85-005-00, dated May 8, 1985,
for a reportable event which occurred on April 8, 1985.
As indicated below, a copy of this LER is being sent to
the Region III office.

If you have any questions, please contact us.

Sincerely,

VS L.+

Superintendent
Nuclear Production

Enclosure: NRC Forms 366, 366A
cct Mr. P.M. Byron
Regional Administrator
USNRC Region III

799 Roosevelt Rd.
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137
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