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SUBJECT:  POINT BEACH, UNITS 1 AND 2 - TEMPORARY WAIVER OF COMPLIANCE FROM
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION SECTION 15.3.0 (TAC NOS. MB5314 AND M85315)

This letter confirms the granting of a Temporary Waiver of Compliance from
Technical Specification (1S5) requirements contained in the Point Beach, Units
1 and 2 (PBNP) TS Section 15.3, “Limiting Conditions for Operation [LCO)."

On January 7, 1993, you completed a review of ABB Impel calculations which
indicated that the existing degraded grid voltage relay settings for the 4160V
safety-related buses may be too low to provide adequate protection for all
safety-related equipment. PBENP staff subsequently declared all 4160V degraded
voltage protection channels inoperable at 1615 £ST, invoking the requirements
of 15 Table 15.3.5-3, “Emergency Cooling,” Item 4,a, which allows continued
operation for up to 7 days provided the affected buses are being supplied by
the associated emergency diese) generators }EDGS). Your staff determined that
operating the PBNP for an extended period of time with all four of the safety-
related 4160V buses supplied from the EDGs was not consistent with maintaining
the maximum level of piant safety since grid voltage could be best maintained
at a high level with both PBNP units on line. Your decision to not supply the
4160V buses for an extended period of time with the EDGs placed PBNP in a
condition prohibited by TS 15.3.0.A which required the plant to be in the Hot
Shutdown condition within 3 hours.

In a telephone conference with NRC staff at 1740 EST on January 7, 1993,
during which the Point Beach plant continued to reduce power (in accordance
with TS 15.3.0,A), vou requested that the LCO Action reguirement be held in
abeyance until both NRC and your staff discuss further your request for a
Temporary Waiver of Compliance. The NRC granted your reguest to hold the LCO
action requirement in abeyance and requested that you maintain power until
completion of a detailed technical discussion of the situation beginning at
1830 EST. Our decision to hold the LCO Action in abeyance was based on the
following:

(1) Sufficient information was available to clearly identify the %

problem.

(2) PBNP implemented adequate interim compensatory measures.
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Mr. Robert E. Link
Wisconsin Electric Power Company

cc!

Ernest L. Blake, Jr.

Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge
2300 N Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20037

Mr. Gregory J. Maxfield, Manager
Point Beach Nuclear Plant
Wisconsin Electric Power Company
6610 Nuclear Road

Two Rivers, Wisconsin 54241

Town Chairman

Town of Two Creeks

Route 3

Two Rivers, Wisconsin 5424)

Chairman
Public Service Commission
of Wisconsin
Hills Farms State Office Building
Madison, Wisconsin 53702

Regional Administrator, Region I11
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Office of Executive Director

for Operations
799 Roosevelt Road
Glen EVlyn, I1linois 60137

Resident Inspector’'s Office

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
6612 Nuclear Road

Two Rivers, Wisconsin 54241

Point Beach Nuclear Plant
Unit Nos. | and 2



