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configuration prevents full withdrawal of control rods and access to the fuel
assemblies. Therefore, only a small amount of control rod motion to verify
that the drive 1s latched or unlatched is possible. At the most, this
movement could only result in friction between the control rods and the fuel
assemblies, but 1t cannot create significant forces that could damage the fuel
rods and release the gap activity. Therefore, the 23-foot water level
requirement serves no safety purpose during control rod latching and
unlatching evolutions. Other potential considerations, such as personnel
radiation exposure, shutdowr margin changes, or other operational activities,
are not related to the water level requirement.

With implementation of the proposed TS change, water level will be
administiratively controlled in accordance with radiological considerations and
operational activities associated with refueling operations, consistent with
such activities as those associated with the upper internals 1ifting rig. The
radiclogical considerations will be the prinar! tnput for determining the
appropriate water level based on ALARA principies, minimizing hot particles,
and control of airborne radioactivity,

The licensee also proposed removal of the refecrence to TS5 3.0.3 from the
action statement for 7S 3.9.10. 7S 3.0.3 requires a plant shutdown and
cooldown {f ceitain conditions exist. Since the plant is already in the
refueling mode, this specification cannot apply. Other conditions that would
be appropriate, suspension of core alterations, are already specified in the
same action statement.

The licensee also proposed a corresponding change to TS 4.5.10 to remove the
requirement to determine water level for movement of control rods and to add
wording to indicate that water level verification is needed for core
alteraticns and movement of irradiated fuel assemblies within the containment.
These changes are consistent with the proposed change to TS 3.9.10.

The proposed chan?es incorporate guidance from the latest revision to the
Standard Technical Specifications (MERITS, NUREG-1431) to remove the 23-foot
minimum water level requirement from the TS for latching and unlatching
control rod drive units, clarify that the 23-foot water level requirement (and
surveillance test) is applicable to other core alterations and when moving
irradiated fuel assemblies in the containment, and removes a TS 3.0.3
exception that {s not applicable to the plant conditions. Based on this
analysis, the staff finds the proposed changes acceptable.

3.0 STATE CONSULTATION

In accordanca with the Commission’s regulations, the Tennessee State official
was notified of the proposed issuance of the amendments. The State official
had no comments.
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