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Thank you for y:ur ie::er dated Kay 4, 1951 en : sin; : rresooncence frov
your cor.stituent Francis G. Lunden, wn; is :encerne: acou: ;reposec NRC
regulations designed to reduce delays in the licensir.g pro:ess for nu: lear
power plants.

The diversion of staff resources anc retninking of safety requirements
following the acciden a inree Mile Islanc adversely affe::ed licensing-
activity at the Comission. A:, a result, we estimate that in 1981 and
1982 approximately a dozen nuclear plants will be completed from 1 to 12
months oefore a full power license oe:ision can be made. Tne Commission is
con:ernec abou: this situation and is pr:; sing a number of a;; ions ::
corre:t it. Your constituent mentions several of these proposed changes.

Amendments to the Commission's Rules of Practice,10 CFR Par: 2, were
publishe:d in the Federal Register for comment on March 15, 1951. These

,

amendments were intended to permit more timely ::nduct of NRC hearings by
| tightening the time allowed for each part of the process and by providing

firmer time management. The Commission received a large number of comments
on this issue anc is now considering alternatives :: ne preposed amendments.
It is expected that the Commission.yi11 take further a:: ion with respect
to the proposed amen.cments tn thrnear future. ,,

An updated-Safety Evaluation Report for low power operation for the Diablo
Canyon units was issued by the NRC staff on March 5,1921. An Atomic Safety
and Licensing Board hearing on the application for low power Operation began
on May 19. A decision on low power operation is ex:e:ted in December 1981. ~

A decision of the application for a full power li:ense is projected for
'

January 1982.

Three Mile Island Unit I was shut dowr. at ne -ime of the at:icen. at TMI
Uni 2. Following the a::ident, the Com-issi;r Orde ed t'.at Uni: 1 emain-

she:down un-il after pubii: nearings. Pu:li: hearir;s be'o e an Atomic
33G:'/'ah:''_Densing 30ard began in 0 'coer 1930. A li e's'*? 00&#0 decision
is n0rc p "C| e *.e: fOr O ober i931. Ine C:~;-i s s ior nas e). *e $ s ed n: Vien
wi:* res eC: te :ne #es~ art of Unit l, Ou~ nas '*. ica~e: :".a*. '~ woul: r.i k e
a Oe:isi:n on *he effe::ivenfss of a IiCensing bear: de 'si:~ au~.ncri:in;
restar wi.hin 35 cays :f ne ocard's Oe:ision.*

f I m::e tha :nis inf0-mati0n is res; nsive :: your : rsti vert's 00ncens.
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