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D. W. Moeller, Chairman
Radiological Effects and Site Evaluation Subcommittee

SUBJECT: REVISION OF 10 CFR 20
,

REF: J. W. HEALY LETTER OF AUGUST 1, 1979

ATTACHMENTS: Copy of J. W. Healy Letter 8/1/79
Tom Murphy's Letter 8/20/79

As indicated in the attached letter from Tom Murphy, Bili Oircks
initiated the formation of an NRC Task Force to update 10 CFR 20
by his memo of July 10.

A list -of twenty-one shortcomings of the existing regulation is
included in the attached correspondence.

So far, the task forc'e has had one meeting. Bob Baker's summary
of that (Aug. 16) meeting is included in the attached correspondence

A meeting of NRR affected persons is scheduled for tomorrow. The '.

next meeting of the task force is scheduled for Thursday, August 30.

It will be some time before the task force's work would be ready for-

ACRS review and comment, but if you feel it is worth while, we can
schedule a discussion of the task force's progress and plans at a
meeting of the Radiological Effects and Site Evaluation Subcommittee
in about six months.

Meanwhile, of course, individuals will have an opportunity to submit ~
'

comments and suggestions in response to the Federal Register Notice
which the task force is preparing.

It appears that the update of 10 CFR 20 which Healy suggested is al-
ready underway.

.

'

Ragnwald Suller
Senior S aff Engineer'
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Attachments-
As stated |

cc: ACRS A. Grendon T. D. Murphy ,

R. F. Fraley H. M. Parker R. Alexander
M. W. Libarxin F. L. Parker R. Baker
T. M. McCreless J. W. Healy ' Fellows
R. F. Foster J. N. Stannard D. A. Orth l
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Dear Lace: ,.

'' ' J i' . . , . .-G ..

1.
at writing to suggest tnat the ACR5 review the present AEC

regulations given in 10/CFR 20. As you know, these regulations use the
h?C's issued by tne ICRP and NCR? in 1960 as their basic control en
internal e:itters. That is, for werkers the limitation is 40 MPC-hours

Inin enc week withou regarc to the raciation cose actually receivec.
fact, dese to organs is not =entionec. Aside fro: the fact that this
;ro:ecure does not 20: cunt for the possibility of absception through nc
sxin, I have two other concerns.

1. Ine MP~'s used are new 20 years old and do not account for cuch
of the infor:ation accumulated in this ti e . A;;sc , the 10h?
will soon be ec=ing out with a new internal dose docu=ent.
'a r.ile I hope that the NRC will not adopt these numbers, tne
;cssibility does exist.

2. I have been recently involved in a legal case wnere the
question of whether the NRC regulations for inhalation hac been
exceecec. Be:ause the NRC regulation was based cnly on air
concentration, it was di,fficult to decide even though tne
estimated dose in the week of exposure was only 0.5 cre s. .

.

I belieYe that a move should be started to revise 10CFR 20 using
basic limits of organ dose and delegating the MPC's to tertiary
standards. Inis would permit use of present technology on ceasure=ent ,

)
of quantity in tne bocy and wculd eliminate unnecessary legal tangles. 1

If I can help you on this or give further information, please let f
i.

ce know. I

|Sincerely yours,

1||
5 , " ..) y, |

,,

-

J . ki . Healy < ~ ~ ' )
5'i'-/ / r ,

,

s.,a. . 1..

f4 ' /[gf/ '

An afb. man.e schemeswas opoo'tw iry emi,'overa
Cr.
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