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Dear Ms. Schull: \‘l&iLllgiillga///

Pursuant to our responsibility under 36 CFR 800 as licensing agency for the
construction of the Marble Hill Nuclear Generating Station, the NRC requests

a determination by your office of eligibility of the archeological site
identified below for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places
(NRHP). The site, referred to as McNeil Stone Fort and designated Site

12Je4, was located in the course of an archeological survey of tower locations
for the planned Marble Hil1 - Columbus transmission line by the Glenn A.

Black Laboratory of Archaeology of Indiana University.

Detailed information on the site is provided on the enclosed NRHP Nomination
Form prepared by the Glenn A. Black Laboratory (See Enclosure 1). This request,
however, 1s only for a determination of eligibility of the site for the

NRHP. The evaluation of the Glenn A. Black Laboratory concludes that Site

12Jed is potentially eligible for the Register.

The documentation prepared for Site 12Je4 was reviewed by the Indiana State
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO). As stated in Enclosure 2, it is that
office's opinion that, "the site is eligible for inclusion in the NRHP" and
that, “construction of the proposed transmission line tower at the location
of archaeological site 12Jed will be an adverse effect."

In 1ight of the evaluations by the Glenn A. Black Laboratory and the Indiana
SHPO, we concur with their recommendations to request a determination of the
eligibility of Site 12Jed for inclusicn in the NRHP.

[f, as expected, Site 12Jed is determined to be eligible for the NRHP, the
licensee, Public Service of Indiana, will propose a mitigation plan to be
approved by the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation requiring disturbance
of only part of the site and preservation of the remainder. There are serious
practical difficulties associated with relocating the transmission line tower
away from the site area.
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Ms. Carol Schull .o . MAY 121881

Your prompt attention to this eligibility determination would be greatly
appreciated so that the licensee can prouceed with developing and obtaining

approval of a mitigation plan without impacting the schedule for construction
of the transmission line.

If your staff requires information in addition to that provided above please
contact Kenreth L. Kiper (301-492-7318) of our staff so that we may provide
it to you promptly.

Sincerely, i

B. J. Youngbliood, Chief
Licensing Branch No. 1
Division of Licensing

Enclosures:
As stated



Nation Register of Historical Places Nomination Form
prepared by the
Glenn A, Black Laboratory

Enclosure 1
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The McNeil Stome Fort (12 Je 4) archaeological site is locatad om a narrow ridge
spur that extends ioto the bottomlands of Graham and Big creeks Lumediately west of
their confluence., Cultural debris in the form of flint debitage, cracked stone, and
occasional artifacts ara present in heavy concentrations over an approximats 24 acre
area and two "walls" comstructed of limestona are reported to have partially emclosed
10=12 acres of the whole at one time, Also, two stone burial mounds have been identified.

The earliest known reference to the sitas is that of E, T, Cox, a geologist, who
published a brief description in 1874, He states that the fortified area ". . . is
protacted on the north and south sides by a natural wall of Niagra and Cormiferous
[Jeffersonville and North Vernon] limestone, from sixty=five to eighty fset high.
Across the narrow neck of the spur, on the east end, there was an artifical wall of
stone four hundred and twventy five feet long. The latter was curved so as to protect
all points not naturally guarded by the mural walls with which it wvas connected"” (1875:22).

Only a few "foundation stones’ remained at the time of Cox's visit; most had been
removed for use in the comstruction of housas, chimmeys, etc. The map prepared by
Cox locates the two stone structures and outduildings present on the spur ia 1874
and is included ia support of this nomination,

Surface reconnailssance investigations {in 1973 and 1979 (Clemm A, Black Laboratory
of Archaecology Survey Piles, Harrell 1979, Richardson and Smith 1979), while documenting
the wide dispersal of surface prehistoric matarial cited above and noting the high
limestone bluff lines that isolate the spur, failed to observe any evidence for the
artificial wvalls,

In order to establish site significance, limited test excavation was accomplished
in the regionm of a4 planned electrical pover transmission tower (#1024) in the central
portion of the nominated area., ' Two probable low mortuary mounds constructed of
limestone slabe were identified, Stone Yound 1 1is approximately 25 feet in diameter,
ove foot ia height, and is slightly oveid ia ground plan. It contiined burned and
unburned animal boune, carbdonized plant remains, potsherds, and lithic debris, GHuman
boune fragments and a human tooth wers also recovered, Stome Mound 2 is about 15 feet
in diametar and .25 feet in- height; it is circular in shape, Mound content
parallels that in Stone Mound 1, excepting thac an articulated human skeleton was
poted in a central mound feature., Both mounds are apparently undisturbed and test
excavations were terminated Lmmediately upcen determining the nature of the contexts,
Additionally tests in the same general area indicate that ia situ subsurface cultural
deposits are present.

Artifacts recovered from the surface and tha subsurface tasts suggest two major
periods of occupancy. Lata Archaic (2500 3.C, = 13500 8.C.) is represented by Matanzas
and Adenma proiectils points., The stone mounds and ceramics probably dats to a late
Middle Woodland-lLate Woodland interval (A.D, 300 = A,D, 1000) and may also reflect
activities of the builders of the enclosure (see Faulkner 1971; Rellar 1960).

Various meodern iatrusions have altered porticns of the prehistoric context. The
vestarnmost sector is under cultivation and farmlot grading and excavation for a small
poud have modified that portion of the site. A narvow access road has deen created along
the southern aarzin of the central sector, but apart from this intrusiom, the area is
in forest and brush aad it appears never to have been cultivated, A railroad cut
differentiates this from the cultivated eastara sector,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The McNeil Stone Fort (12 Je 4) is one of only four archaeclogical sites in southera
Iadiana known to have been "fortified" by stone walled enclosures and it i3 the siagle
exanple that has been clearly demonstrated o contaio undisturbed- cultural deposita, The
others are locatad in the Ohio Valley proper and have- been mutilated by vandalism and
modern intrusions (Clemn A, Black Laboratory of Archaeclogy survey files)., The -
significance of the site then, resides- in the real possibilicty of identifying the
enclosure's builders and determining its functicn through an analysis of the existiag
stone mounds and extensive occupational deposits, Aerial pnotographs suggzast it may also
be possible to relocate at least a portion of the westermmost wall. This potential
is enhanced by the fact that the stone nound area appears never to have been cultivated
or disturbed by vandalism.

Although a sumber of hilltop enclosures ars racorded i the southeastern Unitad
States, most have been destroyved or, if excavation vas attempted, few nave produced the
requisite data to suggest the time of the building or their use (Franke 1964; Paulkner
1971). As a cousequence, there remains considerable conjecture concerning their cultural
significance and some iavestizators have viewed them as a variety of "ceremonial' center
and others have posited a ailirary function (Faulkner 1971; Xellar 19603 Prufer 1364),
Therafore, the McNeil Stone Fort and the directly associated stone aounds and
cccupational debris have a substantial siznificance for approaching problems that extecd
bevond the local area,

At yet another level, the undisturbed occupaticnal deposits provide additional
opportunities for cultural analysis, While it seems apparent that at least two
occupational iaterludes ars present (Late Archailc and Late Middle Woodland-lLate
woodland) and it 1is oot possible at this juncture ts positively relats the enclosure
to one or the ather, the resources present have the potential for enlarging <nowledge
of the prenistoric past apart from the broader context noted above. Portiocns of the
Late Archaic asssmblage occurs in pristine contexts and are relevant to the ocngoing
studies of the subsisrence-setilement patterms, technology, and intra-site variasrilicy
at this time level,

The scmewhar latar stome mounds and humas burial remains contribute o an under=
standing of prenistoric mortuary practices, The floral and faunal evidence occuring
in the 2ame context are of consequence for reconstructing diet, subsistence activities,
and broadly, the nature of the human adaptationm to the natural eaviroomeant of the area.

Ia sum the McNeil Stone Fort archaeological sits exhidbits a complexily of
cultural features that are significant by reascn of the potential for approaching a
aumber of ralevant research protlems., Few siles preserve so zany facets of preaistoric
activity in a single location.
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INDIANAPOLIS, 4320

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

JOSEPH D. CLOUD
DIRECTOR

January 31, 1980

Mr. Dave Odor ‘
Engineering-Environmental Division

Public Service Indiana (Ir = s o

1000 East Main Street NI TS T riie Tr T R
Plainfield, Indiana 46168 SOt ot 1 TOMR
Re: Archaeological Site 12 Je 4 (D)o ey, =t

Marble Mill-Columbus Transmission Line

Dear Mr. Odor:

We have reviewed the documentation prepared for archaeological site 12 Je 4
located within the proposed Marble Hill-Columbus transmission 1ine corridor.

This site, 12 Je 4, contains significant prehistoric cultural components rep-
resenting Late Archaic and Late Middle-Late Woodland cultural periods. Sites
with the contextual integrity and cultural dimensions of 12 Je 4 are quite rare
within Indiana and the region. Site 12 Je 4 has potential for the ongoing
research and interpretation of a number of critical aspects of prehistoric
diets, mertuary practices, subsistence and settlament patterns, and tech-
nology. It is our opinion that the site is eligible for inclusion in the
National Register of Historic Places.

In accordance with Advisory Council regulations, 36 CFR 800.3.b, 1t 1s our
opinion that construction of the proposed transmission 1ine tower at the
location of archaeological site 12 Je 4 will be an adverse effect.

If we can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact my staff.
Very truly yours,
———
SL=T M

eoh 0. Cloud
‘ ate Historic Preservation Officer
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