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Special Report o, 1-Sp~81-2
JGeorgia Power Co.

“Plant E. I. Hatch

Doghket Ho. 50-321 ’
April 14, 1981

HICH RADIATION ARVA INCIDENT

On March 20, 1981, while the unit was in cold shutdown, two contract
workers entereéed and worked in twe high radiation areas in the Unit 1
Radwaste Buildimg without being provifed with or accompanied v one
or more of the following:; (a) A radiation moniter device which
continrvcasly indicates the radiaticn dose rate in the area. (2) A

radistion monltocing device which continucusly integrates the
radiation dose rate in the area and alarms when a preset int,grcted
doge 18 received or (c) An individual - qualifie?2 in radiction

protection procedures who is eguipped with & radiation dose rate
monitoring device, Additionally, the contract worikzrs . 1left these
areas uncttended with the doors open for a period of approximately 20
minutes. These two incidents vieolate the intent of Technicgal
Specification gection 6.12, High Radiation Area.

The workers were part of a team of workers who were assigned to cdecon
the 108 feet elevation of the Radwaste Building., Four (4) Radiation
Work Permits (R.W.P.) were processed by Health Physics prieor to the
start of work. Only one, however, was picked up by the contractor
and taken to the S8hift Foreman fer approval. This R,W.P. was for the
floor area outside of the high radiation areszs R Pi's 0 for. the
high radlation areas remained in the Uealth DHysics Qffice. The
R.W.P. submitted to the Shift Foreman was approved by him and was
used by the contractor for all decon work.

The incicdents were discovered when the two workers arrived at the
Dosimetry Office to have their dosimeters rezeroed. One worker's low
range (0-200 nr) and high range (0-1 R) dosimeters were offgcale and
the other worker's high range dos*rcter wag reading 270 mr an? the
low range dosimeter was offsca~e. ke high range dosimeter which
went offscale was found to he éefective. The lew range dosimeters
went offscale for obvious reascns asg indicated below:

The workers were immediately restricted from further radiation work
pending outcome of reading their TLD badges. The TLD badges wore
read by a contract laboratory and indicated no over exposure had
occurred, The TLD badges indigated 441 mrems and 720 mrems, AdAing
these walues to previous values £or the calendar guarter gave
quarterly exposures, as of 3-20-81, of 634 mrem and 730 ftren
respectively,
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r_ “ The apparent cause of the violations to Tech 8Spec nection 6.12 was as

g folliows:

o

h L.« * (1) Working under the wrong R.W.P, The correct R,W.P, specified

3 the workers to contact .H.P. prior to work.

E (2) Inadequate communication between Health Physics and the
workers.

{3) Inadegquate control of keys to high rad areas.

To prevent a re-oceurrence, the following measurcs ‘have bheen
B initiated:

e (1) HXeys to high radiation areas will be controlled by Health
E Physics where previously they had been controlled by the

Control Room, . This will assure that Vealth Physics will
E have knowledge of cach entry into High Radiation areas,
|
)

{2) Entry into ®High Radiation areas will require a Health
- Physics escort., This will ‘assure that proper radiation
s monitoring idnstrumentation is provided and that positive
control over entries are made.
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