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Citizen comment on the proposed re-starting of TMI Unit 1 3 g,ac

,- . 3
W iS NFrom: Timothy W. Potts C- - - ' j }h E "-

31 W. Simpson Street { {, 6" 2g
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 5 0 C|$$ 1

C r
Co

&
N o

I have two comments to make. One concerns public policy; the other TMI.

'' First, I contend that all federal research and development projects for
nuclear technology should ceace. President Reagan e.sserts that the private sec- :
ter is the preper place for the development of solar and other alternate energy
sources, and has proposed te cut the use of federal funds for that purpose.

I agree with him, and believe his philosophy should apply to nuclear energy
as well as solar. If nuclear energy is such a great idea, let the utilities
fund their own research ed development. Helping utilities to terrori:e ecm-
munities is not a legitimate use of tax dollars, in my cpinien.

The federal gover. ment's enly role should be to police the nuclear industry
to ensure public safety. And it should do a much better police job in the future.
than it has in .he past.

As for Three Mile Island, I inalterably oppose returning Unit 1 to service.
I have no confidence in Metropolitan Edison's ecmpetence to operate TMI safely.
But even more to the point, I have no f aith in nuclear technology. I do not
believe it is necessary, and I do not believe that it is safe enough to be part
of our ecmmunity.

.

I do believe that sooner or later some town of pecple like us will pay a
very high price for the Faustian bargain of nuclear power. But I have paid a
high enough yrice -- botn monetarily and emotionally -- and I do not intend to
pay any more than it takes to eliminate TMI from my life.

Especially, I intend to reclaim that peace of mind which is my right. Wnen
I think of the terror I and my family endured two years ago, of the flight from -
cur home and the restless nights , of the deceit practiced by virtually evc:ryone
in authority, of the frightaning. question that intrudes every time we hear a siren,
then I think again that we have had enough.

You, of course, have a vested interest in prcmoting nuclear energy and, there->

fore, in opening TMI for business again. Unfortunately, you also have the autnerity
to do that. You can igrere what I want. You can walk away from the abiding harm
: hat TMI has caused our community. You can refuse to admit my determination not to
have TMI operate again.

!
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2- Citizen comment on TMI Unit' 1, by Timothy W. Potts ;.
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1

But if you do, at least show enough responsibility to make certain that we f
are prepared the next time someone from Metropolitan Edison decides that- federal ?

regulacions are too inconvenient for compliance. Make sure that when it happens
again you can evacuate people with mind and body intact. - And I don' t mean to.- ,

.'
make sure on paper. Make sure by doing it. Conduct a full evacuation of the'
Harrisburg area to test your plans. Then revise your plans and do it again until' |
you get it right. And then, just' maybe , you should consider what to do'with -TMI.

"

I
Until then, I want my message to be clear. I want to be secure in my home. *

I want'to choose the risks that I will live with.

i
I want mI shut down forever as a nuclear power plant. {
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Atomic Safety and Licensing Board

Dear $1rst

You have been hearing only legalities. I hope you will consider some
cosmon sense arguments as well when deriding whether or not to restart
TN2-1.

We don't need it. Even the NRC staff admits we have eneuth electricity

to cover our needs for the next two years. And consumption to noins down.

Every time Meted is allowed to release gas of water to our environment,
they tell us not to worry-it is really notaina-compared to what an
operating plant discharges. We don't like what they call nothing.
We certainly don't want what they call significant releases-thsse
connected with an operating plant.

We have already had an undetermined amount of readioactivity. Ve have a
pos:1bility of a lot nore before cleanup of Unit 2 is done. No-one can
even estimate how much note we will get. And now someone wants to
give us another dose deliberately 7 Row could anyone even consider such
a thing.'

The waste f rom Unit-2 has created s nuclear waste dump-some high level
and some low level, isn't that enough for one conmunity? And all this
wasta can Isak-and has been leakina. It is too much to live with and
1P certainly is unsafe to have anyone working beside it in another plant.
NRC protests that a flood-yvene island is no place to put waste. Neither
should it be a place to create any more.

You cannot now remove hirh level waste f rom that island. By July you
may have only one place in the whole coun.f ry wh1re you cte take the low
level waste. Why would anyone create more that we cannot removet

Running a nuclear plant is dependent upon having a company which is
meticulous in its attention to saf ety. So far Meted in the past two
years since the accident (we won't even talk about before the accident)

*

has accidentally dumped water twice, ha's had to relaase it into unit 1
once, has spilled sulpnuric acid, has neglected to properly screen
employees, has not searched employees thoroughly, has had a contro1* room
protected by a looped rope, and has been cited several times by the TRC
because it did not properly package waste to be shipped out. That
sounds sloppy to me-something we can't af ford in nuclear management.

Because of their finances, there is serious question that Matto can
clean up thit 2. On the brink of bankruptcy how can they hire the
hundred;. of scrkers needed to run another plant? How can they put in
the safety systems needed fcc protection? Or do the maintenance and
surveillance necessary to pee cect public and worker healthi

Since the accident we have never had a successful civil defense exercise.
They botched each one they tried. Furthermore civil def ense p|ane have
been kept secret by noot local governments and by state government. How
can citizens be prepared when nothing has been published in two years?
No state worker in Harrisburg has ever been told what to do in an energency
and there has never been a drill of any kind. Hospitals, prisons, schools-
none are prepared.

Many emergency plane call for thinae like having DER take radiation readings
in ths r area. DER has added a couple public relatione people since the
accident but no engineers and very little equipmen*

These are not enotional arguments. These do not just claim strefi. They art
common sense. ! hope there is a place in your deliberation for asking
tuestions about ordinart events and plans as well as scientific and legal
vapnistries.

Yours truly,

b.
/

..

" w
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March-4, 1981

TO: ' Nuclear Re6ulatory Con =ission

FROM: Mrs. Ruth Blaker, 412 Eshlenan St., Highspire, PA 17034

SUBJECTt Restart of Unit I.at TMI ,

.

I am against the restart of Unit I at Three Mile'

Island. .

t:33G
' ~ * *
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March 4, 1981

. . .

TO: NUCLEAR REGUI.ATORY COMMISSION

FRCM: Mrs. Mary Smith, 417 Eshleman St., Highspire, PA 17034
,

SU3 JECT: Restart of Unit I at TMI

.

I am opposed to the restart of Unit I at Three Mile
,

Island.

.
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crf ;,,c...,.'. ': !c ..p. . ,;.:ohn,,,F. Ahearne ,s .

w . . . . ,

.s.. cCha_. s fy
,

Nuclear RegulatoryCcmmission M i A. W' l
. . ,

' Q-- '

1717 H St. NW
,

Washington, DC 20555 |

+Dear Mr. Ahearne:

~ I strongly urge that 3 Mile Island not be reopened.
For reasons that are well known to most people, nuclear ;

power represents a tremendous threat to the health and ;

wellbeing of its neighbors, and alternate. sources c# ' '
<

ener.v must be develoced NCW. ,
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''r. John Ahearne, Chairman
*| . I. :'uclear .eculatory Commission
.:-,,4.,.-..., .c. 9 , m:-:- -.. . . . . . _ ....

.... .4 s- . . .

Even though I am a stockholder in General Public Utilities, owner
of Three Mile Island, I urge you not to permit the opening of Uni: I.

I am in total sympathy with the residents of the area fighting the
opening and have so expressed myself to GPU, stating a preference for

;

As a natter of fact I would urge the URC to phase out all >

bankruptcy. I am willing to sace any sacrificenuclear plants across the country.
that my children and grandchildren do not-have to live with this ever-
present lethal and crippling danger.

ItWhen I bough: my s:cck I had never heard of nuclear plants.
has gene from plant to plant as plants have failed until it ended up
in nuclear energy.

Respectfully yours, *
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*Clearxazer, Flcrita

February 6._1921 '

Mr. iTames F. Ahearne
C hai'rnan
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commissien
*717 H. Street, N. W..

Washing en, CO 20555 '

>

DOOKET 50-2 csp ;

.d, . .. . b. . . . , . 1n.
MID;LETCN, PA..

Preventing operation of the andrr. aged TMI Uni 1 is
very shor: sighted and unnecessary. The unit has been ;

nodified and needs to be. started at once. The' delay.
'

is everly 1cng and the absence of this uni fren~its
systen generating ability is ecsting the Me:repolitan
Edisen and its casteners as nuch '3500,000 daily.

Nuclear power is safe, inexpensive and-badly needed,
especia.lly in the fcssil fuel deficien: N. E. areas
of the natien. The NP.C 'is hereby urged to get'TMI Unit
i en tne line at ence.

S.h
Alan D. Scu hwerth ,

1655 Lake Ave. Apt. 2 .i
Clearwater, FL 335 16

Copies to:
Ms. Lori Dubiel
President
Friends and Fanily of TMI W ' ' 8 %,,

P. O. Sex 82 7 '

Highspire, PA 170 34 t
,y , , , . .

,. t.i .. ,.s
Senator Paula HQwkins .T '.'

'

''': 16 i981 P ~Senate Office Building i. ..- .

.. ,
Wasning:en, DC 20510 s'r. . .: ... p-.r:- c .

. ,, .-.

,@,=*
C ;!i, *.*. i .- . . . .. .:''-- *

.

~ M n- 'Ccngressman C. W. Young s W M,,M'5] Raybu.m Office Building f,.

. 0,e , 3 sII d \/g c .,, . . s g . n ,

., .-
, . . mn

. . . m. .~
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Dear Ms. Shanaman, g c.

I: ha s coma" :o - y a::en: ion : hat serious consideration is ;

beinq given :o res:ar:inz TMI-1. . honestly canno: unders:and i

how anycne can consider opera:ing uni:-i beside contamina:ed i
'

uni:-2. : seems obvioun :o se :ha: nei:her ",e:. Ed. nor:C?C |

nor :he ';?,C'has had :he cime nor :he energy to properly address
T''!- 2 elean-up. How, : hen, can we se rious ly conside r- carrying '[

?cn both :he clean-up (uni:-2) and operation (uni:-1) a: :he
<ame.:ime? .t

My family and friends experienced the TMI-; .inciden: with
*

grea: anxie:y, and we retain a' paranoia regarding nuclear pro - ,

due: ion of energy. This paranoia ex: ends beyond :he cere fear 4

'

of ano:her acciden: if uni:-l is restar:ed. We watch carefully

and cons:an:1y fear'similar inciden:5 at the Peach Bot:o= plant.
'

Su: even further, we question.the powers tha: be, who we assumed
were e:: amin in g new proposals for enerzy produe:1on. Many cf us-

had fai:n in cur. governor' :o :es: and re:es: plans :o build and
cpera:e such facilities wi:5 our safety in mind. We never imagined' !

:ha: :he regula:or., and licensing bodies would allow such a |

po:ential danger to e::is : in cur mids: wi:hou: firs: preparing the (

civil defense wi:h evacua: ion plans and : hen =oni:oring sa:e:y pro-
cadures'elosely and repea:edly, :hroughou: :he uni:'s operation. ,

Well, we have come to learn tha: our safety does not see: :o be as
icoor:an: as :he c:111:y's trofi: or :he satiation of :his nation's |

glu::enous desire for energy.
.

I no: iced a s:acemen: a: :he bo::o= of my electric bill "inforcing' 3

=e tha: he cost of y elec:rie would no: be so hi,ph if TM -1
were-c; era:ing. ! :hink=that is a low blow fro: Me:. Ed. to even
imply :ha: the * MI- 1 res:ar issue is 'us: tha: simple - after

:all they've pu: us chrough. )
.

2

! d: not agree wi:h res:arting T".1-1 now. : hesita:e to say .

4

:ha: I wculd ever arree wi:h TMI-l's ros:ar: given the fears )-

s:ill have Hewever, I i=plore vou :e _a t less: consider refining <

che area evacua: ion plans and comple:ely cleaning u;~TM1-2
befere even considering-put:ing any uni: c'n : hat-1sland on line.

Your: serious considera: ion of =y serious opinion is :ruly
appreciated. Thank you.

.c .s . s . B *. .. ,. . . . . ,
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