UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, DC. 2054%

Mr. Ralph Nader
1156 19th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Dear Mr. Nader:

This 4is in reply to your letter of March 1, 1971, concerning low~level
flights near nuclear pover stations.

The proximity of the Alr Force's Bay Shore borb scoring site to the
Big Rock Point plant near Charlevoix, Michiran, and the associated
use of the plant in connection with training flights, car2 to the
attention of the AEC in 1963, At that time it was the AEC's under-
gtanding that the plant was being used as a practice target and the
ALC requested the De, -rtment of Dafense to remove the plant from the
Alr Force pract ce target list. The AEC was then inforied by DOD
thac the plant would not be used by the Air Force for this purpose.
We were subsequently informed by DOD that the use of the plant as a
practice torget had been discontinued, but that low=level flights
near the plant continued with the target for these runs being in
Lake Michipan, several miles offshore. Subsequent to the January 7,
1971 crash, low-level training flights were suspended and plans are
being made to reroute the training flight path away from the plant
site.

The Commission's regulatory staff has met with DOD representatives
in regard to low-level military flights. The staff is preparing a
1ist of site coordinates for all nuclear power plants for use by
the Depart=ent of Defence. DOD, in turnm, is preparing information
oa existing lew-level flight paths for use by the staff. Ve plan
further dissussions on this matter with DOD and believe that a pro~-
gram can be developed, consistent with military requirements, that
will avoid low-level fligphts near these plants.

It is the practice of the AEC regulatory staff to evaluate potentinl

hazards presented by air traffic in the vieinity of airports which
may be near a proposed nuclear power plant site before recormending
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approval of the clta and pleat denlens An atonmie safely rad llconsing
board revicss thess natters in pudlle heorings af wilcl tnc conciuninng

of the Corudssden's rarulutery vteif end the vices of othur partics are
concidared before o dacinion 13 mada on icnvanse of 2 percit to co1st1uct
a8 pleat.

In thr coze ef thes thorchan Weelear Pover Station, vihich 13 about 4-3/4
miles fron the Caluazton Aivnort ea Lonu Icland, the Ceommizssion's roag-
vletery atoif ennciuizd that the provessed site 1s svificlently for
goay frem tha Caluysos Arosyt thot the wrebibilile of a erash at the
gite 42 ousenilially toat azsaciasted with zanaral evorilichts and that
the preposzaed plant noed not be daslsaed or onerated with puielnl pro-
vigioae to yoteet the foellity s-ainst the aifecets of an afreraft
erashe.  This cenzluiion, as vell ca other siettere beasding en plint
eagdrn usd 1oca:i:4, ig prevontly belns censidured !, an atonle saloty
fcoatdng bornvd. Sdnce tho Chorehien prosecding 45 news dn the AZC
;ic:tiu: proczae, i€ would met, of evvsne, be “ﬂﬁTC?TIﬁtC for ne
reria the maviis of any of these podvta. T & enclesing 2 rOﬂy
f the etaff Scfoty Nesluntion {or the pronoced Shoyehan jiselear Paver
Stnticd vidceh vasz ‘xl:u in tant PYCCQLCiVﬁ. fopernaix A therveto dine-
cusacs the matter of pronivicy of the gice to the Calvorton Adryort.
In ansther cnse, thet of the Thrce !dle Yulund Huclear Power Station
Padts 1 and 2, aliitional provcectivn &snalust siyeralt fvhaet vwes pro-
vided in the deair-n Leeause of the proxivity of the plant to Climstead
State aﬂ'.rl’srt (db('\.". 2- 1/0- )ALl\..a).

In all casas, durine site review veetints, the staff cxanines the
matter of airport vrouinmity to the proposed site. In oune ense, a
utility vilen had rada a tentative sclection of 2 site near an Alr
Yorce bose elected to chuase the site locstion before subnitting a
forzal cpplication.

The Co~idsolon's ataff has had vader developmant for sonme tire eplicit
eriteria coucsrnins the desien and location of nuclcar pover plants in
relation to nearby edrprorts. Tactors which are being considared in the
devzloprent of those eriteria include proability of aireralt croshes)
poteuticl consenuances of such crashes on or mear a nuclear power plant,
distance and orlentation of the nuclear pover plant {rem airevaft run~
ways, type of afrcraft using the runways, and fraquency of runway usc.
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When eotmleted, thoze eriterdia w111 be publiched for peblic cor—ants
and wo vill &390 geid you 2 cory. Your yroouoat for a public hearing
on tuese nattcys will be considzred ot that tive,
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