Date: yuren 14, 1980

PRELTMINARY KOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR IDUSUAL OCCURRENCE~=PRO-I1I= gn-43

This preliminary motification constitutes EARLY notice of evente of POSSIBLE

Safety or public iptersst g1 nificance., The informsation presented {s as
all

initia receaved without verificstion or evaluation and it basical)
Lhat 3¢ krown by IE ataff on this date.

FACILLIY: Unknown Caller
Qilcagy Area, IL >

SUBJECT: ALLEGED STOLEN Ku-226 LMMLANT NEEDLES

fegion TIT (Chicapn) L9 a confeienca call with the headquariers duty officer
was informed Ly an unidenrified ralley that he had gome radium he winhed to

get rid of, la satd he bought the coutrol device from a medical syrsrem which
contained radium from a buddy that mowuing and he was now alraid of the
radiation that he wigiit be receiving, The caller correctly identiiled the
radiation nuymhnl oa Lhe outelde of the dovice. Illa said hu thought it contuined
20 Curles of vadiue. e agrecd to place the duevice 1n a 1nenl plione hooth and
call the duty officer and tell him the locatiou.

e cadler made two more calln, le aaid hiy buddy came with a geiper cunnter,
ane meanured 60 milliress/hr, He did not scste the dietarce aL which Lhin

level was measured. He 8aid thal the device wau actually & cuue {n which

theie wera two 3 Om long stainless steel gold tipped necdles vach contalning

10 m1lligrame ol radium~226. e wald his buddy had worked s:tovnd medical
2quipment and Lad rtaked the materia). The caller suild since his buddy had
agrecd to take the macerlal off hiu hands 4gain he wan going to drop the matrer.
Although the cullar dndicated he 17vod in the Chicago area he did pot reveal

his identity ur addrecs.

The NRC reglonul nffice muintained continual contact with the I114{nois fState
Emergency Sezvices and Disagter Agency and Lhe Stute Healtls Department
during the two hour porind ol the calle. k

This movalug the Kadiation Safety Office from the Tndiana University Meddcal
Center tu Indianapolin, Indinna called Region ITT and stated that at 8:30 pum,
CST lasc night an Individual called Lim and asked him Lo describe a tadium
needle and likely sudiation levels arvund such a needle. The fndiwvidual

rhen atated that Lie was handed a case with radium needles in a ga8 statlon

in southern Tndianapolis., The individual gaid he had ¢alled che MRC aud

he was goinpg to luava the cane in & gas gtacion 1in lndtlanapnlis.

This incldent may bo A hoax. The deurription giveu Lhe NRC by the caller
duriag the third «all wvae identical to that glven by the RSO to his caller.
Furthermore there i now a dlscrepancy belwean gouthurn Indilanapolis and
the seuth Chicago area in which Lhe calle: wald he was Jocated.

Region I1L L= not avare of medin interest at this time but since Clileape
city and Illinois state police were alerted by rhe gtuiLe, the 8tory may
reach the media. Weplon [IT does ot plan a press velcuse. Tha States ol
Indlans and Lllluvix have been notilied,
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Ruglum TTY received inltial notilication of thix incident at 7:30:p.m. UsT
en March 13, 1980. This ifulormution 18 currenr ag of 9:00 a.m. CST,

erdl III ' 19800

~
IA\M
Contar: . C, J. Paperiello, RTTT, 384-2511; A, 8. Davie, RIII, 384=2510

’

o

pistrjhcxtioQ: Transmitted H St
Chairwan Ahcarae Commissioner Hendrie S. J. Chilk, srcy
Commissioner Gilinsky Commissioner Bradford B B Kemmerer, CA
Commigcioper Kennedy ACRS (For Distributien)
Traosmitted: MyBR 40 ‘//) P. Bldg ¥ 3. ¢ 1E: X008 (IE: HQ Dist,
W. J. Dircke, ¥DO R. R. Denton, NRR :
C. Michelwxon, AEOD R. C. DeYoung, NRR - ,
Fouchatd, PA R. 1, Mattson, NRR Landow (6 min/page)

N. M. Haller, MPA ‘ D. Vassallo, NRR as s Cﬁgs. OTA
R. G. Ryan, OSP D. Eiseshut, NRR
H. K. Shapar, ELD S8 Bldg QHAILE
23 /1Cleo A J. G. Davig, NMSS R. Minogue, SD

' S. Levine, RES IE: X008

OF e
R& /€155 A PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION

Q]Z /) 15 A




