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; DOtc8 March 14. 1980

PRELIMlHARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR instJAI, OCCURRENCE--PRO-III- 80-48
,

Djs preliminary notificatico constitutes EARLY notice of events of POS$1BLE
safety or public interest stignificance. The information pretected is as
initially received without verification or evaluation and is basically allthat is krwn by IE staff on this date.

FACIl.1TY : I!nknown Caller * ~ ~

Chicagu . A rna. IL '*

'.

SUBJECT: AT,LEGED STOLEM 10.t-226 1MPLANT NEEDLES
.

Engion TII (Chirnr,n) in s confetenen call with the hendquartern duty of ficer
informed by an unidunr.ified en11er thuL he had enmc radisun he' winhnd towas

gut rid of. !!n maid hu bought the control device from a m dical synrum which
cont ained r.2dlum flot, n buddy that motuing and he wna now airnid of t.bn
radiation that he might ba re ceiving. Thn caller correctly Ident111ed the
radiation nymhn1 on the outeldn of the device. Ito said hu thought it contained
20 Curieu of radium. 11c agrend to plar.n the duvice in a inen t phonc booth nn.1call the duty officer and tell him the Incation.

The ca]1er made t wn more call o,
ne anid him buddy came with a seiner countr r,and w.suured 60 mill t reras/h r. He did not sestu the distance at which thinlevel wnm measured. He said thdL the device wn9 actually a caue in which

thetu wura two 3 Cm long r.tninless ur.uel gold tipped needles unch contsining10 e.illigrats el ra di um .226. he wald his buddy had worked azuund undient
equipment and had taken the ma terial . The en11cr said HInce h13 buddy hadagreed to .take t hr* macerial ofi hiu hands ugsin he Vsu going to drop t.hu matter.Although the callur indicated he 1 f vnd|in the Chicago arna he did not. reveal

|his idenrity ur address.
.

The HitC regional nf fice maintained continual contact with the Illinois StateEmerBenry Setvinus and DJnaster Agnney and Lhe Statn Health Departmentduring the two hour parind ot the calls. *

This corning rhn Radiation saluty Offlen from the Indiana l'ntversit.y Medj en1 s

|Center la Indianapolin , Indinna called P.cgion 177 and utsted that. at 8:30 p.m.CRT last night an individusi en11cd him and gekud him to describe n radium |

|necdle and likely tadintion icvul's aruund such a needle. The Individual
thun atated that he was handed a case with radium needlun in a gas stationin Southern Tndianapolis.

The individual said he had called the ?lRC andhe was goint, to lusvn the ennn in a gas statlnn in Indianapolls.
This incidnnt may bn a hoax. The deucription given the NRC by the caller '

during the third nn11 was launtical en that given by thu RSO to his caller.
Furthe rmorn there is now a discrepancy betwenn soutburn Indianapolis and
the muuth Chicago area in which the callet said he was located.

Region 111 in nnt ausrc of medin interest at this time but since Chicago
, city and Illinois at.are polinu vere alerted by the stsLe, the story may;reach the media. 10sglon III does not plan a press releas e. Ib Sentes o1 ',

' Indiana and 1111uulu have been noL1 Lied.
-
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Pagism TTT received initial notification of thLM incident at 7:30 p.m. CST-
an K,rch 13. 1980. This infor:r.ution is current as of 9:0L) a.m. CST, i
Ha rds 16, 19 80. '
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conte t, C. J. Paperiello, RTTT,' 384-2 511 ; A. B. D., vie , RIII, 384-2510',,
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