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December 9, 1992

Docket No. 50-423
B14320

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention: ODocument Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

Fentlemen:

Millstone Nuclear “ower Station, Unit No. 3
Temporary Heating Source--Operability of the Charging Pump
Proposed Changes to Technical Spec fications--

Temporary Waiver of “ompliance

By letter Jatea November 12, 1992,'" Northeast Nuclear Energy Company (NNECO)
proposed to amerd its operating license, NPF-49, bty incorporating changes intc
the Technical Specifications of Milistone Unit No 3. NNECO also requested
that the NRC Staff proccss this license amendment on an exigent basis pursuant
te 10C-R50.91(a)(6). Exigent authorization was being requested since there
existed a possibility that the outside temperature would fall belcw 17°F
before this amendment would be processed given a conventional schedule. It
was alsc noted that with ambiont temperatures at or below 17°F without this
amendment, the plant will be required to shut down pursuant t» Technical
apecification 3.0.3. It was alsn indicated that based on the wistorical
record, our best estimate was that the outside temperaturz would drop to 17°F
or below on or about December 1, althouch the actual date could have been
earlier or later.

Since November 1992 NNECC has been monitoring thes outside temperature once a
¢shift, On December 8, based or *he¢ Jocal weather forecast for December 3 and
9, 1997, NNECO started monitoring the outside temperature on an hourly basis.

Using these data, it was determined that the outside temperature might drap
below 17°F during the early morning hours of December 9, 1992, During this
timeframe, NNECO kept the NRC Staff informed of aciual and projected
temperatures throughout the evening of Cacember 8 and the early morning of
Decemher 9. On December 9, 1992, at 5:50 a.m, the outside temperature
actvally dropped below 17°F. As a re:ult, NNECQO declared both charging pumps
inoperable, entered Technical Specification 3.0.3, and prepared to commence a

(1) J. F. Opeka letter to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, "Millstone
Nuclear Power Station, Unit No. 3, Temporary Heating Source--Operability
of the Charging Pump Proposed Changes to Technical Specifications,”
dated November 12, 1992,
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