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Pecember 4, 1992
MP-92-1279

Re: 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(iv)

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Documem Contne Desk
Washington. D.C. 20545

Reference: Facility Operatine Liew No NPF-49
Docket No. 50-423
Licensee Event Report 92-028-00

Gentlemen:

This letter forwards Licensee Event Report 92-028-00 required to be submitted within
thiny (30) days pursuant to 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(iv), any event or condition that resulted
in manual or automatic actuation of any Engineered Safety Feature (ESF), including the
Reactor Protection System (RPS).

Very truly yours,

NORTilEAST NUCLEAR ENERGY CON 1PANY

/ \/
.

[Ste )he b cace
Vice President - h1illstone Station

SES!JSY:ljs

Attachment: LER 92-028-00

cc: T. T. h1artin, Recion 1 Administrator
P. D. Swetland, Senior Resident Inspector, hiillstone Unit Nos.1, 2 and 3
V. L. Rooney, NRC Project hianager, hiillstone Unit No. 3
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At 1417 on Nosember 6,1992, with the plant in Mode 3 at Ori pcmer, a reactor trip signal occurred due to an
Intermediate Range (IR) liigh Level signal injected into the SoHJ State Protection Sptem (SSPS). The signal
was injected by an Instrument and Control (l&C) technician performing a surveillance.

The roo; cause of this ewnt was cognitise failure on the part of the personnel performing the wntten procedure
in that two steps which ilock the trip signal were om tied. No other Engineered Safety Feature signals uere
mitiated and the event posed no significant hatard to the health and safety of the public.

To present recunence, a review of the method for performmg surveillance tests is being conducted by the I&C
depazunent wuperuuca, '
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|. MCr@tio!! of Esent

On N.nember 6,1992, at 1417 with the plant m mode 3 at 0% power (557 degrees Fiorenheit and ,

2250 psa) with the reactor trip breakers closed for startup of the rod drne motor generator sets. a
reactor inp occurred. The cause of the tnp uas n.put of a ibph Intermediate Range Level test signal ,

wuhout proper action to block the actual top dunny a surseillance. The technicians performmp the
sursei!!ance did not place the IR channel in tett before insertmg the signal.

At the tune of the tnp, operators venfied that the Reactor Trip and Bypass Breakers were open and that
all control rods were falh mserted. Smce the reactor was already shutdown, neutron flux was not
decreasmg. Smce the plant was shutdown no additional Engmeered Safety Features were required or
maiated.

11. Cause of Esent

The root cause of this event was cognnive fadure on the part of the personnel perfortsmg the procedure.
The techmciar, performing the surseillance omined the steps which would hase bypassed the inp signal.
The procedure was nemg read by one techmcian and performed by tne other A question on a step was
asked, and when the reader returned to the procedure he resumed at the wrong place.

111. Aruhw of Es erg

This event is bem; reported in accordance with 10CFR50.73(a)(2)Ov) as any esent or condition that
resuhed m automatic actuation of an ESF includmg the Reactor Protection Sptem. An immed: ate '

nouhcanon was made m accordance with 10CFR50.72(b)(2)Oi).

All protection and safety systems funcuened as designed as a result of the reactor trip. Since the plant
was already shutdown, no other ESF signah were inniated and the event posed no signihcant har.ard to
the health and safety of the pubhc.

IV. Correcure Action

To present recurrence, the I&C depanment supermion is conducung a revit of prerequisites and
methods for conductmg sur eillance testir.g.

V. Adchnonal Information

Other LERs wldch hase been submnted for events where failure to follow a proce' dure ret,uhed in

| actuauon of an ESI' are as follows:

( LJiR Number Title
i

91-026 Inadvenent Control Building Isolatica Due to Procedural Non-compliance

LER 91-026 discusse3 an event where a Control Budding Isolation (CBI) was initiated uhen the control
room senula' ion radiation monitor was improperly remosed from semce. _The root cause was inadequate
communication l'etween the two technicians performing a surveillance, Smce trending indicated that a
problem uith procedural compliance existed, the correctise action addressed the generic issue. The
corrective action consisted of insututing a comphance assessment program,

The corrective acuon for the above listed LER addresses the need for strict procedural compliance, the
cogmtne error in the current esent would not be presented by stres<ing procedure comphance,
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