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['' ! k UNITED STATESi
3 .i NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
#
g ! WASHINoTON. D.C. 20t45.

s'' . . . . / October 23, 1992

The Honorable Joseph I. Lieberman
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510-0703

Dear Senator Liebcrman:

In a joint letter of October 9,1992, from you and Senator Dodd, on behalf of
a constituent, Ms. Mary Ellen Harucci, and a constituent group, the
Co-Operative Citizen's donitoring Network (CCHN), you expressed their co cern
about the loading of new fuel into the cpent fuel pool at the Hillstone
Nuclear Power Station, Unit 2. You requested that the *..S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) review this matter and that the action be taken within the
next several days,

in my September 29, 1992, letter to you on this subject, I stated that in
issuing Amendment 158 for Hillstone 2, the NRC changed the technical
specifications for Millstone 2 by modify'ng the existing two region spent fuel
pool design to create a three region configuration which further restricted
the amount of fuel permitted to be stored. One region, which restricted the
amount of fuel stored to a maximum of 120 fuel assemblies, was specifically
for fresh and low burn-up fuel. In issuing the anendment, the NRC addressed
adverse comments received on the proposed amendment and mi.de a final no
significant havards consideration determination. That determination and NRr,
staff's Safety Evaluction were enclosed with my letter of Septernber 29. The
Commission's regulations in Section 50.91(a)(4) of the fait pl Federal
Reaulatiord (10 CFR 50.91(a)(4)) provide that if the Commission makes a final
determination of no significant hazards consideration, the amendment may be
effective upon issuance, even if adverse public comments have been received
and ever if an interested person meeting the provisions for interventior, has
been grerited a hearing.

On October 13, 1992, dortheast Nuclear Energy Company (licensee) began moving
fresh fuel into the spent fuel pool storage area designated for fresh fuel.
Fresh fuel loading into the spent fuel pool storage area was completed on
October 16, 1992. Loading into the reactor vessel is scheduled to be
completed by November 13, 1992.

On September 30, 1992, the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board (ASLB) issued
LBP-92-28 (enclosed), ruling that one petitioner, CCHN, has standino to
intervene, and that one of CCHN's contentions is admissible in the proceeding.
The admitted i:entention questions the adequacy of the spent fuel pooi design
change mde to address previously identified errors in a licensee ccy uter
e.nhlysis of criticality / reactivity. The Board denied all other perding
intervention petitions in this proceeding. On October 1, 1992, the ASLB
issued a Gotice of Hearing and Prehearing Conference, which was published in
the Federhl Etqister on October 8, 1992 (57 FR 46413). The prehearing
conference is scheduled for November 5,1992, in New Haven, Connecticut. The
hearing has not yet been scheduled.
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The Honorable Joseph 1. Lieberman -2-.

We will send you the results of the ASLB proceedings after this Board issues
an initial decision. In the meantime, I want to again assure you that our
action in approving Amendment 158 for the design change in tt.c spent fuel pool
for Millstone Unit 2 was based on a determination that there is reasonable
assurance that the public health and safety are protected.

Sincerely,

/

J ras M. ! ylor

xecative Director
for Operations

Enclosure:
Memorandum and Order
of September 30, 1992,
by Atomic Safety and Licensinj Board
LBP-92-28
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UNITED STATESn'
3 i NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION' *

!g WASHINGTON. D C EM

s' s . . * * / October 23, 1992

The Honorable Christopher J. Dodd
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510-07C3

Dear Senator Dodd:

In a joint letter of October 9,1992, from you and Senator Lieberman, on
behalf of a constituent, Ms. Mary Ellen Marucci, and a constituent group, the
Co-Operative Citizen's Monitoring Network (CCHN), you expressed their concern
about the loading of new fuel into the spent fuel pool at the Millstone
Naclesr Power Station, l' nit 2. Ycu requested that the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) review this matter and that the action be taken within the
next sever 11 days.

In my September 29, ;992, letter to you on this subject, I stated that in
issuing Amendment 158 for Milletone 2, the NRC changed the technical
specifications for Millstone 2 by modifying the existing two region spent fuel
pool design to create a three region configuration which further restrteted
the amount of fuel permitted to be stored. One region, which restricted the
amount of fuel stored to a maximum of 120 fuel assemblics, was specifically
for fresh and low burn-up fuel. In issuing the amendment, the NRC addressed
adverse comments received on the proposed amendment and made a final ao
significant hazards consideration determination. shat deterr.iiaation and NRC
staff's Safcty Evaluation were enclosed with my letter of September 29. The
Commission's regul tions in Section 50.9)(a)(4) of the fads of ffderal
Re.gulations (10 CFR 50.91(a)(4)) provide tnat if the Commission makes a final
determin** ion of no significant hazards consideration, the amer.dment may be
effer+ ' oon issuance, even if hdverse public commen's have been received

an interested person meeting the provisions for intervention hasa' r
La' m r'ed a hearing.

On uc a ar 13, 1992, Northeast Nuclear tnergy Company (lic msee) began moving
~

fresh fuel into the spent fuel pool storage area designated for fresh fuel.
Fresh fuel loadin, into the spent fuel pool storage area was completed on
October 16, 1992. Loading into the reactor vessul is scheduled te be
completed by November 13, 1992.

On September 30, 1992, the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board (ASLB) issued
LDP-92-28 (enclosed), ruling that one petitioner, CCHN, has standing to
intervene, and that one of CCHN's contentions is admissibie in the proceeding.
The admitted contention questions the adequacy of the spent fur'. pool design
change made to address previously identified errors in a licensee computer
analysis of criticality / reactivity. The Board de-ied all other pending
intervention petitions in thir, proceeding. On Octcber 1, 1992, the ASLB
issued a Notice of Hen S g and Prehearing Conference, which was puolished in
the Federal ILe.gitt.gr oc October 8, 1992 (57 FR 46413). The prehearing
conference is scheduled for November 5, 1992, in New Haven, Coraecticut. The
hearing ha> not yet been scheduled.
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The Honorable Christopher J. Dodd -2-.

We will send you the results of the ASLB proceedings after this Board issues
an initial decision, in the meantime, I want to again assure you that our
action in approving Amendment 158 for the design change in the spent fuel psol
for Hillstone linit 2 was based on a determination that there is reasonable
assurance that the public health and safety are protected.

Sincerely,

-|

mes Ml or
xecutive trector
for Operations

inclosure:
Memorandum and Order
of September 30, 1992,
by Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
LBo-92-28
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October 0, 1992

l Mr. Janes M. Taylor
Executivo Director ot Operations
Nuclear Megulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

,

-Dear Mr. Taylor:

We are again writing to you on behalf of a constituent, Ms.

Mar *12en's Monitoring Network regarding the storage of new fuel
Ellen Marucci and a constituent grcup, the Cooperative

Cit
rods at the Millstone nuclear Power Station, Unit. No.2.

L
As you may know, the Atomic Safety Licensing Board will

'

conduct a hearing later this fall on the reconfiguration of the
spent fuel pool at Hil'. stone II. It is our understanding that
this hearing will examine the concerns raised by our
constituents. We have now been informed that our constituents
recently letrnsed that new fuel may be loaded into the pool for

'-

temporary storagg within several days.
Our constituents havo rait;ed concerns about the impact of

the addition of more nuclear r.iaterial on the pool. We would
appreciate your expeditious review of this matter and spa 11fic
review of actions tc be taken withfa the next several dayb.

Sincerely

/s

F
i

i s O"s o r

Joseph I. Lieberman Christopher J. Dodd
U.S. Senator U.S. senator,

/
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Congressional committee
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_
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_
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