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Utilities System Northeast Utilities Service Company
P.O. Bax 270
Hartford, CT 06141-0270
(203) 665-5000

July 26, 1996

Docket No. 50-423
B15818

Re: 10CFR 50.73(a)(2)(ii)(B)

U. & Nuclee: Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

This letter forwards Licensee Event Report 96-022-00, documenting a condition
that was determined at Millstone Unit No. 3 on July 22, 1896. This LER is
submitted pursuant to 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(ii)(B).

Very truly yours,

NORTHEAST NUCLEAR ENERGY COMPANY

MHI(\

M. H. Brothers
Unit Director, Millstone Unit No. 3

Attachment: LER 96-022-00

cc.  T.T. Martin, Region | Administrator
A. C. Cerne, Senior Resident Inspector, Millstone Unit No. 3
V. L. Rooney, NRC Project Manager, Millstone Unit No. 3
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TITLE (&)
Emergency Diesel Generator Control Panel Noncompliance with Seismic Design Basis
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LICENSEE CONTACT FOR THIS LER (12)
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William J. Temple, Nuclear Licensing Supervisor (860)437-5904
COMPLETE ONE LINE FOR EACH COMPONENT FAILURE DESCRIBED IN THIS REPORT (13)
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ABSTRACT (Limit to 1400 spaces, i.e., approximately 15 single-spaced typewritten lines) {16)

On July 22, 1996, at 1836 hours, with the plant shutdown in Mode 5, it was determined that control panel cabinets
in both trains of the Emergency Diesel Generator (EDG) system had several pawl! latches that had not been used and
that two latches on the “A” train panel were broken. The condition, existing for a number of years, had invalidated
the seismic qualification of the control panel. The relays, switches, annunciators, and meters mounted on the doors
were therefore outside their design configuration. A seismic event could have resulted in unanticipated operation of
relays, switches or annuciators causing unanticipated automatic actions which could, in turn, have rendered the
Emergency Diesel Generators incapable of meeting their design function. An immediate notification was made on
July 22, 1996 at 1844 hours, pursuant to 10CFR50.72(b)(1)(i))(B) for a condition outside the design basis of the
plant. As initial corrective action all latches on the “B" control panel were engaged and all but two latches on the “A"
EDG control cabinet were engaged. Subsequently, the remaining two latches were repaired and engaged. Additional
reviews are being performed to ensure compliance with design requirements.
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| ription of n

On June 24, 1996, at 1230 hours, as the result of system walk-downs being performed as part of the system
review, it was discovered that latches on the control panels doors for both trains of Emergency Diesel Generators
(EDG) were not being used. The question arose as to whether these latches were required to maintain seismic
qualification. The follow up investigation determined on July 22, 1998, that the latcihes were required to
maintain the seismic qualification. A seismic event could have resulted in unanticipated operation of relays,
switches, or annunciators, causing automatic actions that could effect the Emergency Diesel Generators.
Accordingly, an immediate notification was made pursuant to TOCFR50.72 (b){(1)(ii}(B) at 1844 hours on July 22,
1996, for a condition which w=s outside the design basis of the plant.

The immediate plant resporise to this condition was to engage the pawl! latches. After engaging the latches on
the protected B train, work commenced to engage the latches on the non-protected A train. All but two latches,
which were missing, were engaged at that time. Repairs were promptly made and the remaining latches were
engaged, thereby restoring both trains of Emergency Diesel Generators to an operable status.

Il. Cause of Event

The cause of the noncompliance with the seismic qualification design basis is that plant personnel did not realize
that the pawl latches were required to maintain seismic gu ification, and thus they were allowed to deteoriate
and had not been used consistently for many years.

1. Analysis of Event

The doors for the EDG control panels are hinged doors that are secured by a latch handle and two pawl type
latches on the non-hinged side. Since this side was held in place by the latch handle, plant personnel did not
realize that the pawl! latches were required to maintain the seismic qualification. The latches on the control panel
doors had not been consistently used for many years because plant personnel did not realize that their function
was to maintain the seismic qualification.

The relays, switches, annunciators, and meters mounted on the doors were therefore outside their design
configuration. This, under a design basis seismic event, could have resulted in unanticipated operation of relays,
switches or annuciators causing unanticipated automatic acticns which could, in turn, have rendered the
Emergency Diesel Generators’ incapable of meeting their design function.

The seismic design noncompliance is reportable pursuant to 1T0CFR50.73(a)(2)(ii}(B) for a condition outside the
design basis of the plant. The condition existed for a number of years due to not maintaining the seismic
requirements for the Emergency Diesel Generators control panels.
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IV. Corrective Action
As corrective action for the design noncompliance, all latches have hoon repaired and restored.
The seismic requirements have been communicated to ad plant departments that perform work on the control

panels, and the related operations and maintenance procedures will be revised to include a step to engage and/or
check engagement of the pawl latches.

V. Additional Information
Similar £vents

LER 96-016-00 Switchgear Cabinet Noncompliance with Seismic Design Basis, and Subsequent Inadvertent
Engineered Safety Feature Actuation Signal. The corrective actions associated with this event lead to discovery

of the condition being reported.
nuf rer
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