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Docket: 50-458

Gulf States Utilities
ATTN: William Cahill, Jr.

Senior Vice President,
River Bend Nuclear Group

P. O. Box 2451
Beaumont, Texas 77704

Gentlemen:

This forwards information concerning anonymous allegations received by our
office concerning certain construction and design activities at the Riverbend
site. It is, requested that you investigate these allegations and that you
advise us of your findings and disposition. It is also requested that the
total record of your actions, including appropriate records.of your
ccWitractors, in this matter be available to our resident inspectors.

The substance of the allegations is as follows:

Foster 3002 Mastic was used as a seolant in the make up of HVAC flexible*

joints. The sealant was purportedly used to join neoprene pieces
together; this is not a suitable use of Foster 3002 Mastic. The 3002
sealant is used only to join neoprene to a flange, when the joint is also
clamped.

HVAC flange bolting in the control room is not comolete since only about*

every other hole is bolted. It is alleged that nothing was done about it
at River Bend because this area of construction has already been closed
out.

In t'ie steam tunnel there is a sophisticated " bubble proof" damper which*

was . improperly installed since the damper would not seal. The corners of
the flange 'were welded, and sealant was used to cover the improper
installation and to stop the leakage.

Some 450 pieces of HVAC. sheet metal were fabricated with partial*

penetration welds instead of full penetration welds as required. A non-
random sample was used as an evaluation sample to clear the record, and
the entire lot was accepted "use-as-is."
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Please feel free'to contact me if there is any additional information
required.
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