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The Honorable Arlen Specter
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Specter:

We are pleased to respond to your inquiry of March 5, 1985, regarding the
concerns of one of your constituents, Mr. Richard Rosenblum. Mr. Rosenblum
indicates that he attended a meeting of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's-

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board (ASLB) in Stowe, Pennsylvania, on December 13,
1984, regarding the application by the Philadelphia Electric Company for
operating licenses for the Limerick Generating Station, Units 1 and 2. This
meeting, which started at 7:00 p.m., was held so that the ASLB could receive
limited appearance statements from members of the public related to the
offsite emergency planning hearing issues. The offsite emergency planning
hearings on issues admitted for hearing at the time of the meeting in Stowe
began on November 19, 1984. The Chairman of the ASLB, Judge Helen Hoyt,-

stated the purpose of the meeting at the beginning of the meeting. For
your convenience we have provided a copy of the first several pages of the
transcript of the meeting.

With respect to Mr. Rosenblum's concern that he did not get to speak, we
note that the ASLB's efforts to provide an opportunity for members of the
public to be heard included earlier meetings of this type on November 15 and
16, 1984, in Linfield, Pennsylvania. All of these limited appearance sessions
were prenoticed in the various media in the vicinity of the Limerick site. In
any event, as the transcript shows, Judge Hoyt noted in her opening remarks
that the notice for the meeting explicitly provided an opportunity to forward
written comments to the ASLB for the record. These remarks were especially
addressed to those who might not get to speak that evening. Thus the record
of these limited appearance sessions indicates that a wide spectrum of views
was presented on the issues under discussion and, further, that the door was
left open to receive additional written comments as well.

Mr. Rosenblum inquired about the status of the Limerick hearings. As of
January 29, 1985, all hearing sessions on admitted contentions had been
completed. Proposed contentions relating to emergency planning submitted
by representatives for the inmates at the State Correctional Institute at
Graterford are currently being considered for admission by the Board. A .

decision is expected in the near future.
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I trust that this information will be helpful to you in your communications
with Mr. Rosenblum. Your inquiry of March 5, 1985 is being returned as you
have requested. Should you have further questions please contact us.

Sincerely,

(Signed) William 1.Dircks

William J. Dircks
Executive Director for Operations

Enclosures:
1. Transcript of ASLB

Meeting, 12/13/84
2. Inquiry dated 3/5/85

,
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1 UNITED STATES- OF AMERICA

NUCLENR REGULATORY COMMISSION2
,

BEFORE THE ATOMIC SAFETY AND LICENSING BOARD
3

I.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _x
4 :

In the Matter of: : ,

5 : '

PHILADELPHIA ELECTRIC COMPANY : Docket Nos. 50-352-OL I

: 50-353-OL i
6 *

(Limerick Generating Station, :
Units 1 and 2) : :

7 :
i_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _x
I8

Stowe Fire Company --

9 Vine and Rice Streets -

*

Stowe, Pennsylvania
,

10
Thursday, December 13, 1984

The Public Meeting in above-entitled matter

12 convened at 7:00 p.m.
*

.
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BEFORE: .
j

14

i HELEN F. HOYT, ESQ., Chairwoman
'

,

| 15 Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

16 Washington, D. C.
'

17 DR. RICHARD F. COLE, Member
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board

18 U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C.

DR. JERRY HARBOUR, Member
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board

20 U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission ,

Washington, D. C.
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1 JUDGE HOYT: Good evening ladies and9 2 gentlemer., th'e hearing will come to order.
3 I would like to introduce the Board from the-

4 Nuclear Regulatory Commission. On my left is Dr.

5 Richard Cole and on my right is Dr. Jerry Harbour.

6 These two members of the Board are the technical

7 members or the Board, along with Dr. Simburs

8 (phonetic) , scientific disciplines. My name is Helen

9 F. Hoyt. I am t'he legal member of this Board, and I am
10 the chairperson.

11 I would like to also introduce to you the

.
12 counsel for the various other parties represented in

13 this case. From the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Miss,_

,;

(, } 14 Ferkin, and from the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory staff

15 counsel- Mr. Hassell and Miss Wright. From the

16 applicant in this case, Philadelphia Electric Company,

17 members of the firm of Conner and Wetterhahn, Mr.

18 Wetterhahn.

19 These are the counsel who have taken their

20 place at the counsel table. Any other parties who wish

21 to have taken their place at the table may have done so

22 had they wished to. Apparent 1y'they haie elected not

23 to.

24 This Board is appointed by the Nuclear

25 Regulatory Commission to conduct hearings and assemble

0 L
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I a record on the issues of the Off Site Emergency Plan.

2 Under the provisions of the rules of the commission,
,

3 this time for public statements limited to appearances

4 has been set aside for this evening.

5 Provisions for limited appearance of the

6 rules of this Commission applies to the person who is

7 not a party in the discretion of the presiding officer

a be permitted to make a limited appearance by making an

~
9 oral or written statement of his position on the issues

10 at any session of the hearing or any prehearing

11 conference within such limits and on such conditions as

12 may be fixed by the presiding officer. But he may not
'

13 otherwise participate in the proceeding.

14 In order to reap from this allotted time the

15 greatest benefit to this Board in reaching a decision

16 on the issues of off site emergency planning, which are

17 the subject and contentions for this Board, and for

la those individuals who indicated they wish to speak, I

19 have some comments appropriate to accomplish that end,

20 hopefully.

21 The focus of this Board is to hear tonight

22 and receive your input. These hearings" and the

23 evidentiary hearings will comprise a record for our

24 decisions for the N. R. C. and also for the Appellate

25 Court review, if any.
,
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1 As judges, .it is not our function to respond

2 tonight to your questio.ns, which. are better addressed

3 to local officials when your concerns are sharply .

d focused ones beyond the scope of what this Board could

5 respond to effectively.

6 We are neither the office of the emergency

7 plan nor the reviewers of the plan. What our ultimate

8 duty is is to assemble a record of evidence; and from

9 that evidence make a decision recommending solution of

10 those issues brought before the Board through the

11 contentions of the various individuals.

12 The app.lication to operate Limerick

33 Generating' Station has progressed through a number of

I
L l'd stages. This Board's present concerns involve the

15 Off-Site Emergency Plais. Formal evidentiary hearings

16 are being conducted in Philadelphia in accordance with

17 a schedule established by the Board. Your comments are

18 testimony I input this evening in regard to the

19 emergency plans may alert us to another and different

20 dimension than that teceived from the formal

21 evidentiary hearings.

22 However, let me caution you that the

23 statements we receive tonight are not evidence. What

24 these statements are are reflections of public concerns

25 which may generate inquiry. It is my intention to

- -
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1 provide you with the opportunity to be heard. It is

2 not my intention to mislead you into believing that
each and every expressed concern will be acted on. The

3

opportunity cannot and does not insure that you will4

5 receive satisfaction.*

6 In any large group it is possible to provide
the opportunity to be heard to some of the many who7

a wish to present their unsworn testimony. For those who~

9 may not have that opportunity, the notice for this
hearing provides you with an address where your written10

11 comments may be forwarded. The written statements will

12 be placed in the docket for this case and will become a
of the record the same as the oral statements will13 p.a r t

14 be recorded by the reporter and placed in the records

i 15 of these hearings.
'

! The time provided this evening will best be'
16

17 utilized with the largest number of persons if
I

18 statements are limited to five minutes. Accordingly, I

19 have a timer that will alert you when the time is

20 expired. The next speaker will be alerted to be readyl

21 so that there are no unnecessary breaks in the
.

22 testimony.

I~
23

Notice of this hearing has set forth certain

24 rules for this hearing. It is a Federal judicial

25 proceeding, although there are some informal procedures
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I in operation. For example, the first ones you heard

2 about are that a speaker does not take an oath and

3 these statements are not evidence. In addition, there

d is no cross-examination and the rules of evidence are

5 not in force,'which would preclude any part of an

6 individual's statement.

7 However, common sense dictates that

8 disruptive, conduct neither benefits the progress of the

9 ' hearing or ensures that another individual will have

10 his or her chance to make a comment. The conduct of

Il this proceeding will be the same as that of a Federal

12 District Court.

13 A place has been designated for those members

(
k 14 of the press to take photographs with the available

15 light. The place designated is in the rear of the room

16 in that corner under the exit sign.

17 The Board will attempt to close these

18 proceedings promptly or as close thereto to 10 o' clock

19 p.m.

20 First speaker on this evening's list is

21 Dorothy Owadi.
.

22

23 ETATEMENT_OF

24 Dorothy Owadi: I would just like to make a

; 25 statement and it is one of observation. I had the
s

.
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I trust that.this information will be helpful to you in your communications
~ with Mr. Rosenblum. Your inquiry of March 5,1985 is being returned as you
have requested. Should you have further questions please contact us.

Sincerely,

William J. Dircks,
Executive Director for Operations

Enclosures: 1. Transcrip of ASLB
Meeting, 1 13/84

2. Inquiry dated 5/85
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.I trust that this 'information will be helpful to you in your communications
with Mr. Rosenblum. Should you have further questions please contact us.

Sincerely,
I

William J. Dircks,
Executive Director for Operations

Enclosure: Transcr' t of ASLB
Meeting, /13/84
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I trust that this information will be helpful to you in your comunications
with Mr. Rosenblum. Should you have further questions please contact us.

Sincerely,

i
(

William J. Dircks,i

| Exective Director for Operations
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