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-1- October 14, 1992

PRELIMIEARY NOTIFICATION OF UVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENC_E PNO-V-92-031

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE
safety or public interest significance. The information is as initially
received without verification or evaluation, and is basically all that is
known by the Region V staff on this date.

EQcility LicAnsee Emergency Classification
Washington Public Power Supply System X Notification of Unusual Event
Washington Nuclear 2 Alert
Richland, Washington Site Area Emergency
Dockets: 50-397 General Emergency

Not Applicable

Subject: UNUSUAL EVENT DUE TO INADVERTENT CHEMICAL REACTION

At 6:06 pm (all times PDT) on 10/13/92, with WNP-2 at 100% power,
approximately 100 gallons of sodium hypochlorite were inadvertently added
to a tank containing approximately 1000 gallons of Calgon (a cooling
tower water treatment chemical). This resulted in an exothermic
reaction, the tank lid was observed to pop open, and steam / chemical vapor
was subsequently observed emitting from the Calgon tank. An equipment
operator erroneously hooked up a hose from a sodium hypochlorite tank
truck to the Calgon tank. irstead of the adjacent sodium hypochlorite
tank, both located in the circulating water pump house area. The licensee
evacuated the immediate pump house area and ordered personnel to remain
indoors in the power block area. The equipment operator and tank truck
driver were t2 ken by ambulance to Kadlec Hospital in Richland,
Washington, for treatment after experiencing sore throats at
approximately 6:50 pm. The Hanford Hazardous Material Response Team was
called by the licensee and responded onsite at approximately 7:15 pm. At
7:38 pm the licensee declared an Unusual Event due to a need fen support
personnel and a need for increased plant awareness. No other effect on
WNP-2 power plant equipment was observed or reported.

Subsequent licensee discussion with the Calgon vendor determined that the
chemical reaction product would be an irritant but was not toxic. At
approximately 9:30 pm the hazardous material response team had visually
inspected the tank and determined that the reaction was stable and no
visible damage to the tank was observed. At 11:06 pm the licensee added
approximately 1000 gallons of water to the tank to further dilute and
cool the contents. At 2:00 am the licensee secured the pump house area
and terminated the Unusual Event at 2:10 am. The licensee is conducting
a review of the event. The resident inspectors will be monitoring
licensee review and corrective actions.

Local news media intercepted ambulance radio traffic prior to the Unusual
Event declaration. The licensee responded to inquiries, and has issued a
press release.
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This information is current as of 10:00 am.
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