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Harold L., Price, Director of Regulation
MILL TAILINGS

Martin Biles called we on Friday, March 7, 1969, to relay information
concerning & meeting on March 28 betwesn the Bureau of Radiological

Healih and the Colorado Department of Health, and an invitation to attend,
Subject of the meeting will be a discussion of radon levels in houses in
the Grand Junction and Durangoe arveas,

'he wmeeting is being arranged by Dr. Raymond T, Moore, Director of the
Bureau of Radiological Health (successor to Jim Terrill) and was arrang i
at the request of Dr. Roy Cleere, Director of the Colorade Department of
Health.

State and Licensee Relations has been in contact with the Colorado
Department of Health on this matter and, according to Ever Price, learned
from Robert D, Siek that the Department has been "uneasy" for several
years about the use of mill tailings as foundation fill around new home
construction by bullders, especially in the Grand Junction area. The
Department has surveyed a number of houses, and has found radon levels
ranging in a few isolated cases up to 0.7 working lev (WL). Accord~
ing te the information Dr, Biles had, the higl.er levels were in general
found in remote corners of basements, but he was under the impression
thut & number of houses surveyed showed levels in the range of 0.1 WL.

We do not as yet have sufficient information regarding details as how

the surveys were conducted, what the values were, or vhere these values
were found, to draw any conclusions regarding the magnitude of any
problem which may exist, We understand that the use of tailings in the
Grand Jutction area was stopped by Climax several years ago, 8o pre-umably
the problem, if there is one, goes back to a time when tailings were used
in the Grend Junction area. By way of information, it might be noted
that the Commission informed the states in 1961 that it lacked authority
to regulate the use of mill tailings for purposes unrelated to the
uranivem milling operation, and recommended that the states look into the
possible problems which mighr develop. About five years ago, the Utah
Department of Health blocked the use of tailings frow the Vitro will im
Salt Lake City as road fill, and more recently Colorado has prohibited

the transfer of uranium wmill tailings without specific approval of the
y Smamte af Hoalth,
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, March , 1969, to relay information
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siles called me on Friday
ACErning & meecing on March 48 between the Bureau of Radiological

Health sand the Colorado Depirtment of Health, and an Invitation to attend.
subject of the meeting will be a discussion of radon levels in houses in
the Grand Junction and Durango areas,

ihe meeting 1s being arranged Ly Dr. Ravwmond T, Moore, Director of the
dureau of Radiological Health (uccessor to Jiwm Terrill) and was arranged
at the requeet of Dr, Roy Cleere, Director of the Colorado Departwent of

tate and Licensee Relations has been in contact with the Colorado
Department of Health on this matter and, according to Eber Price, learned
‘tom Robert D. Siek that the Department has been "uneasy" for several
€ars about the use of will tailings as foundation fill around new howe
nstruction by bulld” “s, especially in the Grand Junction area. The
Department has surveyed & number of houses, and bhas found radon levels
ranging in & fewv isolated cases up to 0.7 working level (WL). Accord-
ng to the information Dr, Biles had, the higher levels were in general
ind in remote corners of basements, but he was under the imoression
¢

“hat & number of houses surveyed showed levels in the range or 0,1 WL.

we G0 not as yet have sufficient information regarding details as how

the surveys were conducted, what the values were, or where these values
were found, to draw any conclu.ions réegardin; the magnitude of any

problem which may exist, We understand that the use of tailings in the
cand Junction area was stopped by Climax several years ago, so presumably
the problem, if there is one, goes back to a time when tuilings were used
in the CGrand Junction area. 3y way of information, it might be noted

that the Commission informed the states in 1961 that it lacked authority
to regulate the use of mill tailings for purposes unrelated to the
sranium willing operation, end recommended that the states look into the
possible problens which might develop, About five years ago, the Utah
Department of Health blocked the use of teilings from the Vitro mill in
Salt Lake City as road £fill, and more recently Colorado has prohibited
the transfer of uranium miil tailings without specific approval of the
Colorade Department of Health.
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