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Docket No, 50-219

Mr. [. R, Finfrock, Jr.

Yice President - Generation

Jersey Central Power & Light Company
Madison Avenue at Punch Sow!l Road
Morristown, New Jersey 07960

Dear Mr. Finfrock:

We have completed our review of the May 2, 1979 transient at the
Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating Station that resulted in the
reactor water level decreasing telow the low-low-low level, which
was set at & feet 8 inches above the top of the active fuel,
Enclosed s our Safety Evaluation Report that presents our review
and conclusions regarcding (1) the event, (2) the condition of the
core, and (3) the corrective action taken to prevent recurrence.

During your review and formylacifon of corrective action to prevent
recurrence you proposed two changes to the Technical Specifications.
These changes are to modify Section 2.1.0 to clearly define the
low-low=low water level as a safety limit for al) modes of operation
and to add Section 2.1.F containing a second safety limit which
requires at least two recirculation loops to have the pump suction
and discharge valves in the full open position at all times except
when the reactor head is removed. I[mplementation of these two
technical specification changes s a prerequisite to resuming
operation. This license amenament with its related Safety fvaluation
Peport will de transmitied to you as a separate action.

As a result of your analysis “"Bounding Loss of Coolant Inventory
Transient for the Cyster Creek Plant,® dated May 19, 1979, you agreeq
to provcse another Tacnnical Scecificatien change. This change would
add a limiting safety system sesting to Section 2.3 of the Scecifi-
cations ¢ recutre autamatis fnitiation of the isolation cancenser

on 4 low-low reactor vesse! water level signal. This requirement
would provize automatic corrective action %3 orevent the safety
limits on reac:or vesse! leval from 2eing exceecea. This license
amendment must dDe submitted Ly June 1, 1379, We will evaluate ang
4Ct on :hat request as A serarate 1ssue 2s scon as 1% is receivved,
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We suggest that you consider other means of supplying high pressure
water t0 the primary system {n event of adnormal conditions. The need
for additional cooling capadilities and the review of any modification

you propose will be evaluated in the context of the Systematic Evaluation
Program,

Based on our review of the May 2, 1979 event, the information on

the condition of the core, and the corrective action taken (including
the changes to the Technical Specifications) to prevent recurrence, we
have concluded that there s reasonable assurance that there was no
damage to the core and there is reasonadble assurance that the health and
safety of the pudlic will not be endangered dy resumption of operation.
Therefore, pursuant to 10 CFR 50.36 (c)(1) the Oyster Creek Nuclear
Generating Station {s authorized to resume operation.

Sincerely,

fctor Stello, Jr., Director
Division of Operating Reactors

Enclosure:
Safety Evaluation
Report

cc w/enclosures:
See next page 2



Mr. 1. R, Finfrock, Jr.

cc

G. F. Trowdridge, Esquire

Shaw, Pittman, Potts and Trowdridge
1800 M Street, N. W,

washington, O. C. 20036

GPU Service Corporation

ATTN: Mr, E. G. wWallace
Licensing Manager

260 Cherry Mill Road

Parsippany, New Jersey 07054

Anthony Z. Rofsman

Natural Resources Defense Counci!
917 15th Street, N, W,
Washington, U. C. 20005

Steven P, Russo, Esquire

248 Washington Street

P. 0. Box 1060

Toms River, New Jersey 08753

Joseph W. Ferraro, Jr., Esquire
Deputy Attorney Genera)

State of New Jersey

Department of Law ana Public Safey
1100 Raymona Soulevara

Newark, Hew Jersey 07912

Ocean County Lidrary

Brick Township 3ranch

401 Chamoers 3riage R0aa
Srick Town, lew Jersey 08723

Mavor

Lacey Tawnship

P. 0. 3¢ 478

Forkez Mver, New Jersey 0871

Comissione~
Jepartment of Pudlic Utflities
State of ‘iew Jersey
131 Commerce Street
Newark, New Jersey 07102

Gene Fisher

Bureau Chief

Bureau of Radfation Protection
380 Scotts Road

Trenton, New Jersey 08628

Mark L. First

Deputy Attorney Genera!

State of New Jersey

Department of Law and Pudlic Safety
Envirommental Protection Section

36 West State Street

Trenton, New Jersey 08625

Joseph T, Carroll, Jr.

Plant Superintendent

Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating
Statfon

P. 0. Box 1388

Forked River, New Jersey 08713)

Director, Technical Assessment
Division

Office of Radiation Programs
(AW-459)

U. S. Environmental Protection
Agency

Crystal Mall #2

Arlington, Virginia 20460

U. S. Environmental Protectiun
Agency

Region [l Qffice

ATTN: EIS COCRDINATOR

26 Feceral ?laza

New York, New York 10CQ7
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