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puolished.in final form by Dec3mber 31,1991. Unfortunately, difficulties '

I
arose with the publication of the final rule because of the need to satisfy

the legal and procedural requirements necessary to accommodate concurrent

enforcement of both the existing requirements contained in 10 CFR Part 20, as

well as the new standards for protection against radiation contained in
Sections 20.1001-20.2401. Because of these prcblems and the need to revise

the numbering system and implementation sections accordingly, the final rule

was not published until May 21, 1991 (56 FR 23360). C u m w a ti.,jhere wa a

corresponding delay in the development and publication of the regulatory
guides. y,

On October 16, 1991, the Nuclear Management and Resources Council

(NUMARC) requested that the Commission ex wnd the date for implementation ;f
'

the revised 10 CFR Part 20 from January 1, 1993, to January 1, 1994.
NUMARC's

basis for this request was that the regulatory guides associated with the

rulemaking had not been completed as indicated at the time the finalrule was -

pubiished.
On October 24, 1991, and November 22, 1991, similar requests were

filed by the Yankee Atomic Electric Company (YAEC) and the National

Organization of Test, Research and Training Reactors (TRTR).In a letter
dated December 12, 1991,

NUMARC provided acdit',onal information regar.if ng its

po;ition on the availability and importance of certain regulatory guidance
documents to the implementation process of the final rule.

The Commission's discussion of the 1eed for regulatcry guidance,

published as part of the Statement of Considerations, Section IV, "Need for

Additional Regulatory Guides" in the final rule, recognized that the

incorporation of many new conupts into Part 20 would require additional

guidance and explanation of their application to practical prob? ems in
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radiation protection. The discussion also included a listing of some of the
,

guides that were being developed or revised, although no measure of importance '

or priority was provided with the listing. The December 12, 1991, letter

stated NUMARC's position on the availability and importance of certain

regulatory guides to the implementation process for the re/ision of 10 CFR

Part 20.

In response to the additicaal information provided by NUMARC and in

consideration of the topics to be addressed, the NRC evaluated and pricr'tiz m )(
the regulatory guides which were under development and determined which guides

,

would be specially useful for implementation of the revision. Regul atory

guides covering new requirements or new concepts in the revised standards for

protection against radiatio. nove been issued in final form.

Commsnts on the Proposed Rule

The Commission received thirty-four (34) letters commenting on the
proposed rule.

The majority of commenters stated agreement with the proposed rule,

indicating that the additional time was needed tu effectively implement the

revisions to 10 CFR Part 20. Many commer,ters were in favor of concurrent

adoption of the rule by NRC licensees and Agreement States. However, several

utilities, while indicating agreement with industry on delaying the rule

stated that a delay would result in additional costs by extending the

implementation effort for an additional year and emphasized that regulatory

guidance should be available to support early implementation on January 1,
1993.

.

4

- - - _ - - _ - - - _ _ - _ _


