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Ref: 1) LIPA (S. Klimberg) letter SNRC-1832 to NRC
(Document Control Desk) dated August 26, 1991

2) LIPA (S. Klimberg) letter LSNRC-1859 to NRC
(Document Control Desk) dated November 27, 1991

3) LIPA (L. M. Hill) letter LSNRC-1972 to NRC
Document Control Desk) dated July 1, 1992

4) NRC (S. Brovn) letter to LIPA (L. ;M. Hill) dated<

July 17, 1992

Gentlemen:

In accordance with Condition 4 of the Shoreham Decommissioning
Order, LIPA hereby requests NRC approval of two proposed changes
to the Shoreham Decommissioning Plan. The request is for a
change in the location where the in-core guide tubes and moisture
separator / steam-dryer guide rods are to be segmented following-
their removal from the Reactor Pressure Vessel (RPV), and a
change in the in-vessel cutting technique for the in-core guide
tubes.

In Refs. 1) and 2), LIPA indicated that the in-core guide tubes
and the steam dryer / moisture separator guide rods were to be
segnented in the Dry Cutting Station (DCS) following removal from
the RPV. LIPA has subsequently indicated in Ref. 3), however,
that the installation of the DCS would be deferred until after
activities in the Wet Cutting Station (WCS) are completed.
Given deferral of the DCS installation, LIPA has determined that
it would be preferable from a schedule - and ALARA viewpoint to

"d segment these components in the WCS instead of the DCS.j. Correspondingly, the segmentation technique would be underwater
plasma arc cutting (PAC) instead of in-air PAC. LIPA believes.,
that this an acceptable change because it will have no adverse.,

t_ impact on nuclear safety and because it will provide an overall
ALARA benefit. I

The NRC Staff has previously approved a change from the DCS to (I}\ \ Q
"Qthe WCS for seamanration of other RPV internal components, i.e., ,
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the jet pumps and the core support plate. According to Ref. 4),4

this approval was based on the " low-activation levels and the
dose rates associated with these components." The dose rates and-
activation levels associated with the in-core guide tubes and the
steam dryer / moisture separator guide rods are comparably low. In
addition, the same ALARA benefits associated with the change ta)
underwater cutting:for the previously approved-jet pump and core
support plate components will apply to this newly proposed. '

change.

Additionally, Refs. 1) and 2) indicatedLthat the in-core guide
tubes were to be severed and removed from the RPV using in-air
PAC. Based on a desire to utilize water for shielding purposes
where practical ~during-removal of.RPV internal components, LIPA
hereby requests approval.to change ~the in-vessel cutting-

_ _

technique for the guide tubes from in-air PAC tx) underwater PAC.
This proposed change is consistent with a previously approved-

change to the:in-vessel cutting technique associated'with removal
of the core support plate-(see'Ref.-4). The ALARA benefit- of
the water shielding is also consistent with the previously
approved change.

The in-vessel underwater PAC and WCS underwater PAC techniques-
associated with the changes' described above are consistent with ,

the process descriptions that were previously reviewed and ,

approved by the NRC.

3ased on the above, it is LIPA's conclusion that the proposed-
changes are within the bounds of the NRC Staff's-Safety:

*

Evaluation Report (SER) and Environmental Assessment:(EA) for the
Shoreham Decommissioning Project. LIPA respectfully requests

j that the NRC review and approve the proposed changes as

| expeditiously as possible.

Should you'have any questionsfor require additional information,
please do not hesitate to contact my office.

Very truly yours,
j .n
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| f&c
| -L. M JHill

Resident Manager

SMS/sw
cc: L. Bell (NMSS) S. Weiss'(NRR)

| J. Austin-(NMSS) R. Dudley . (NRR)-
! E. _ Brach - (NMSS) B..Norris (NRC-Region I)
L R. Bangart (NMSS) E. Wenzinger (NRC-Region I)
| G. Arlotto (NMSS) R. L Nimitz: (NRC-Region I)

S. Brown (NRR)_ J. Joyner-(NRC-Region I)
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