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APR 131992

Docket No. 50-309

Mr. Charles D. Frizzle
President
Maine Yankee Atomic Power Company
83 Edison Drive
Augusta, Maine 04336

Dear Mr. Frizzle:

Subject: NOTICE OF VIOLATION
(NRC INSPECTION REPORT NO. 50-309/92-02)

This refers to the inspection conducted by Mr. J. Furia of this office on March 30 - April 3,
1992, of activities authorized by NRC License No. DPR-36, and to the discussion of our
f:, dings held by Mr. J. Furia with Mr. R. Blackmore and other members of your staff at the
conclusion of the inspection.

Areas examined during this inspection are important to public health and safety, and included
the radiological controls program as described in the NRC Region IInspection Report which
is enclosed with this letter. Within these areas, the inspection consisted of selective
ezaminations of procedures and representative records, interviews with personnel, and
observations by the inspector.

In general, the radiation protection program during the 1992 refueling outage has
significantly improved over previous refueling outages, both in plant housekeeping and
maintaining radiation doses As Low As Reasonably Achievable (ALARA). However, based
upon the results of this inspection, certain of your activities have been identified as not being
in full compliance with NRC requirements, as set forth in the enclosed Notice of Violation.
These activities included three examples of failure to follow plant procedures, which have
been aggregated into one violation. While none of the examples represented significant
safety weaknesses, we are concerned with the poor worker practices identified in two of the
examples, involving improper frisking and reaching out of a contaminated area boundary.
This is of concern to us because it may be indicative of a work force that does not have an
appropriate understanding of the potential hazards associated with working around radioactive
materials, which could lead to more safety significant problems in the future.
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You are required to respond to this letter and should follow the instructions specified in the
enclosed Notice..when preparing your response. In your response, you should document the
specific actions taken and any additional actions you plan to prevent recurrence.

Your cooperation with us in this matter is appreciated.

Sincerely,

Q d fg:d By:
h mc3ti.Joper

James H. Joynef,xChief
Facilities Radiological Safety

and Safeguards . Branch
Division of Radiation Safety

and Safeguards

Enclosures: ,

| 1. Notice of Violation
| 2. NRC Region I Inspection Report No. 50-309/92-02

,
cc w/ encl:

| G. D. Whittier, Vice President, Licensing and Engineering

| Vice President, Operations
'

J. D. Firth, Vice President, Public and Governmental Affairs
P. L. Anderson, Project Manager (Yankee Atomic Electric Company)
S. E. Nichols, Manager, Nuclear Engineering and Licensing
R. W. Blackmore, Plant manager

i
J. A. Ritsher, Attorney (Ropes and Gray)-

| P. Dostie, State Nuclear Safety Inspector
| U. Vanags, Maine State Planning Office

Peter Brann, Assistant Attorney General
C. Brinkman, Combustion Engineering, Inc.
First Selectmen of Wiscasset
Maine State Planning Officer
Public Document Room (PDR)
Local Public Document Room (LPDR)
Nuclear Safety Information Center (NSIC)
NRC Resident Inspector
State of Maine, SLO Def!guce '

K. Abraham, PAO (2)
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bec w/ encl:
Region I Docket Room (with concurrences)
hianagement Assistant, DRhfA (w/o encl)
J. Linville, DRP
W. Lazarus, DRP
IL Eichenholz, SRI - Vermont Yankee
R. Imbel, OEDO
E. Trottier, LPhi, NRR
DRS SALP Coordinator
DRSS SALP Coordinator
C. hfarschall, SRI - hiaine Yankee
W. Butler, 'R R
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