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y j NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
*

2 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20565 4 001

\ ..... / March 15, 1995

MEMORANDUM T0: Eric S. Beckjord, Director
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research

FROM: James M. Taylor Wyde
,

-

Executive Dire o for Open((tions

SUBJECT: RULEMAKING 0 ACTOR PRESSURE VESSEL ANNEALING

,

The staff has concluded that without mitigative actions, Palisades is
projected to potentially exceed the PTS screening limit before the end of its
licensed operating life. Consumers Power Company, the licensee for Palisades,
in conjunction with the Department of Energy and industry representatives, is .

'expeditiously deloping a reactor vessel annealing demonstration program. In
light of the in tance of this effort, the staff has established an ambitious
schedule for pro 11gation of the final rulemaking for thermal annealing of
reactor pres e sessels, 10 CFR 50.66. However, the staff has identified one
significant policy issue having to do with hearings associated with thermal
annealing of the pressure vessel that must be resolved before the rule can be
finalized.

To assure timely publication of this important rule, I want you, together with |
the cognizant senior managers from the staff and the Office of the General
Counsel, to promptly resolve this policy issue. You should also take action
to resolve any other significant policy issues which are . identified as the i

'rulemaking package is finalized. Because of the importance I place on this
rulemaking action, I want you to advise me of the resolution of this policy
issue as soon as it is reached, but not later than March 31, 1995.

!Finally, a revised schedule for completing the overall rulemaking on reactor
pressure vessel integrity (amendments to'10 CFR 50.61, 10 CFR 50 Appendix G ;

and H, and the thermal annealing rule) should be submitted to my office by ;

COB, March 20, 1995, reflecting publication of the final rule by August 31, j
1995. I know this will be difficult to achieve. However, by copy of this i

'memorandum, I am requesting other offices to work closely with you to achieve
this date.
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