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-1- May 31, 1996

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE PNO-III-96-033B

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE
| safety or public interest significance. The information is as initially
! received without verification or evaluation, and is basically all that is

known by Region III staff (Lisle. Illinois) on this date.

Facility Licensee Emergency Classification
Wisconsin Electric Power Co. Notification of Unusual Event
Point Beach 1 2 Alert
Two Rivers. Wisconsin Site Area Emergency
Dockets: 50-266.50-301 General Emergency

! X Not Applicable

-Subject: UNIDENTIFIED GAS IGNITED DURING SPENT FUEL CASK WELDING !

| At 8:20 p.m. on May 29. 1996, the licensee transferred the spent fuel
,

'

storage cask from the decontamination work area in the auxiliary building i

to the spent fuel storage pool. At 3 a.m. on May 30 the licensee began !

unloading the fuel assemblies and placing them in the storage racks in
the pool. The unloading was completed by 12 noon on May 30. A visual

; examination of the fuel assemblies showed no evidence of damage.

Prior to returning the cask to the spent fuel storage pool, the licensee,

l determined that the weight of the shield lid was 6.390 Jounds. (The
weight was previously reported to be 4.400 30unds.) Altlough the weight

1was greater than anticipated the licensee lad used lifting straps rated i

at 66.000 pounds for moving the lid, providing a substantial margin of
| safety.
|

| Following unloading of the cask, the cask was moved back to the
a

decontamination work area for further inspection as part of the i

licensee's investigation of the combustible gas burn. One possible source
of the hydrogen being considered by the licensee is a zinc-based coating ,

a) plied to internal surfaces of the cask. The zinc may have reacted |i

| clemically with the acidic water from the spent fuel storage pool,
producing hydrogen. (Boric acid is added to the spent fuel pool water for !

additional criticality control.)

NRC staff members have been continuously at the Point Beach site since
the event, monitoring the licensee's res3onse and recovery activities.
The Augmented Ins)ection Team (AIT) has 3een interviewing plant personnel
associated with t1e cask loading activities and gathering other
information associated with the incident.

All nuclear power plants currently using dry cask spent fuel storage;

! systems have been advised of the incident. The NRC Office of Nuclear
Material Safety and Safeguards is planning to issue a generic.

| communication to nuclear power plants informing them of the incident and
ongoing assessments.<
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The State 'of Wisconsin will be informed of this updated information.

There has been continuing news media coverage in the plant vicinity and
the Milwaukee area.

This information is current as of 9 a.m. on May 30. 1996. |
|

Contact: ROY CANIANO JACK GROBE I

(708)829-9904 (708)829-9701
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