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-1- May 29, 1996

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE PN0-III-96-033A

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE
safety or public interest significance. The information is as initially
received without verification or evaluation, and is basically all that is
known by Region III staff (Lisle, Illinois) or, this date.

1

Facility Licensee Emergency Classification ]Wisconsin Electric Power Co. Notification of Unusual Event
Point Beach 1 2 Alert

i Two Rivers. Wisconsin Site Area Emergency
| Dockets: 50-266.50-301 General Emergency !
! X Not Applicable |

| Subject: UNIDENTIFIED GAS IGNITED DURING SPENT FUEL CASK WELDING 1

|

An NRC Augmented Inspection Team (AIT) has been formed to review the
combustible gas ignition which occurred on May 28 during welding of a
shield lid on a VSC-24 spent fuel cask. The team is led by a Region III
Branch Chief and includes the Senior Resident Inspector, a region-based
. inspector, and three specia',ists from the NRC Headquarters Offices of
Nuclear Reactor Regulation and of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards.
The region-based team members arrived on May 28 and the headquarters
specialists are due to arrive on May 29.

The licensee has collected gas and water samples from the cask. The
samples collected showed detectable levels of a combustible gas
(hydrogen) in the air space beneath the shield lid and dissolved in the

| water in the cask.

The licensee continuously purged the air space inside the cask to prevent
any accumulation of combustible gases, while licensee technicians moved
the shield lid back into its original position. Shims, which were
previously installed to position the lid during welding, were removed.
Several shims had been dislodged during the event, falling to the floor -

of the work area.

The licensee is currently reviewing procedures for returning the cask to
the spent fuel storage pool and plans to move the cask later today (May
29). The cask will be fully flooded, eliminating the air space under the
shield lid and any potential accumulation of combustible gases in the
cask. The licensee plans to remove and inspect the fuel assemblies,
placing them in the pool storage racks.

( The licensee's investigation of the source of the combustible gas is
[ continuing,
,

j The licensee issued a news announcement on May 28. and NRC Region III
; issued a news announcement on May 29. There has been area news media
! interest.
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The State of Wisconsin will be informed of this updated information.
State officials have been briefed periodically on the status of the
event. The information in this Preliminary Notification has been reviewed

|with licensee management.
|
|

This information is current as of 12 noon (CDT) on May 29, 1996. |

Contact: MARTIN FARBER ROY CANIAND
(708)829-9605 (708)829-9904 |
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