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PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE PN1-34

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE safety or
public interest significance. The information is as initially received without
verification or evaluation, and is basically all that is known by the Region I staff on
this date.

Facility: Licensee Emergency Classification:
Notification of Unusual Event

PECO Energy Alert
Limerick 2 Site Area Emergency
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania General Emergency
BWR/GE-4 X Not Applicable

Docket No.. 50-353
License No.. NPF-85
Event No.:
Event Location Code:

SUBJECT: TURBINE TRIP AND REACTOR SCRAM DUE TO ELECTRICAL GRID DISTURBANCE

At 10:33 am on May 14.1996. Unit 2 experienced a main turbine trip folldwed by a
reactor scram. The turbine trip was caused by a main generator trip which occurred
while o)erators were adjusting generator VARS. Just prior to the trip, the load
dispatcler requested plant operators to make load adjustments to compensate for grid
instabilities. The Delmarva (Delaware / Maryland / Virginia) Peninsula on the grid had
lost power and there was some electrical instability on the grid when the load
dispatcher was trying to reestablish power to the Delmarva Peninsula.

Plant personnel determined that the immediate cause of the generator trip was a
generator protection relay which had been miscalibrated low and. A 45 second time
delay is associated with the trip relay, in order to allow operators to correct the
condition prior to a generator trip. Operators received no warning of the condition
because a different relay, associated with the alarm function, did not actuate, since
its setpoint was not as low as the trip relay. Post-scram reactor response was as
expected, with one exce) tion. The "E" SRV lifted prematurely at ap3roximately 1150
psig, which is 30 psig Jelow its set 3ressure of 1180 psig. This SRV had exhibited
signs of leakage for several months Jased on a slightly elevated tailpipe temperature
reading.

Unit 1 was not affected by the grid disturbances and remained on line.

Peach Bottom and Hope Creek observed grid oscillations but were not otherwise affected.
TMI and Calvert Cliffs were not affected.

The resident inspectors will continue to follow the event at Limerick.

| The State of Pennsylvania has been informed.
:

This information is current as of 9:00 am on May 15. 1996. j

Contact: Walter Pasciak (610)-337-5258
Neil Perry (610)-327-1344
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