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On 11/27/84 at 1506 hours the Unit 2 Vacuum Breaker Valve, 2PC001A, opened to equalize the
slight differential pressure between the Primary Containment and the Suppression Pool.
The differential pressure was caused by ,the venting of the Primry Containment with the
Vent and Purge system. The vacuum breaker closed after five minutes. This cycle of the
vacuum breaker was as called for by the plant design.

...

8501080541 841220
PDR ADOCK 05000374
S PDR

f .'),'2.-
L iI \i

um - . - . . _ . _- - -



.

*
t

U S. NUCLEaA G EGULAfony C-- - - - - -

IBAC Pere mea
'"" UCENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER) TEXT CONTINUATION aPeaovio owe o mo-oio.

EmPints gr3tg6

PACluty seasse m 00Casi W GRED LB A seumssem tel PaSe tap

"t',M'.*' . 7%*,.Ovena

LaSalle County Station Unit 2 o|slojolo| 3|7|4 Qh 0| 8|1 0| 0 Ol2 0F 0|3--

vert n- ., .msnm.wmaca meewim

I. EVENT DESCRIPTION

On 11/27/84 at 1506 hours with Unit 2 at 95% power in Mode 1, Vacuum Breaker
Valve (BF) 2PC001A opened and remined open for five minutes. Prior to this
at 1435 hours the Primary Containment (NH) pressure was greater than desired
and venting was begun per LOP-VQ-05, LaSalle Operating Procedure for venting
the dryvell. The pressure inside the containment was lowered until it was approxi-
mately 0.25 to 0.35 psi less than the Suppression Pool. At this point the vacuum
breaker opened and the pressure difference equalized betvcen the two after a
period of five minutes. The vacuum breaker closed as required and remained
closed for the remainder of the dryvell venting process which ended at 1705
hours.

. . .

II. CAUSE

In this case it was not readily apparent to the Operator performing the venting
that the Containment / Suppression Pool differential pressure was approaching
the point where the vacuum breakers vould open. This is because there is no
instrument that directly indicates the differential pressure between the Primary
Containment and the Suppression Pool; instead, the narrow range containment
pressure and the Suppression Pool pressure instruments located in the Control
Room must be compared. The indicating scale for the Suppression Pool pressure
reads from 0 to 10 psig while the scale for the containment pressure is from
-5 psig to +5 psig. This makes it difficult to determine the differential pressure
to within 0_.25 psi from these instruments.

III. PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES OF THE OCCURRENCE

The Limitations and Actions section of IOP-VQ-05 states "Dryvell pressure should
not be decreased to 0.5 psig below Suppression Pool pressure to prevent opening
the Suppression Pool to Dryvell Vacuum Breakers". The vacuum breakers are designed
and tested to open when a differential pressure of 0.25 to C.35 psi is present.

'The limitation was exceeded because a vs.cuum breaker opened. However, the pressure
equalized as designed.

IV. CORRECTIVE ACTION

After the vacuum breaker opened due to the lowering of the pressure in the con-
tainment from LOP-VQ-05, the Shift Control Room Engineer instructed the Unit
2 Licensed Operator to begin venting the Suppression Pool per LOP-VQ-06. This
alleved the differential pressure between the Primary Containment and the Sup-
pression Pool to equalize through the Vent and Purge system. When possible
the Suppression Pool and Primary Containment should be vented at the same time
to prevent the vacuum breakers from opening. In this case it was inadvertently

| overlooked.
1

1

70nes assa

e



-

._. . . . - , . . . - . _ . .
,

*
,s

U S. BeUCLEAR A 0ULATORY C-
mAC Pere MBA

UCENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER) TEXT CONTINUATION anemovio o=e a.o siso eio."'
ene. ass e m es

DOCKET musseta (28 Lam esunse8R les P&OS talpaciLsfy asaass (13

"'a*J:" Rt.M'.'' - :na=

LaSalle County Station Unit 2 o |s |o j o lo | 3| 7|h 8|h 0| 8[ 1 0| 0 q3 or 0|3--

TWrT ta ausse summe a suensent aus ammisser AssC Arme mW tin

IV. CORRECTIVE ACTION (CONTINUED)

The Operators vill be retrained at the next Operating Training Module on the
likely possibility of a vacuum breaker opening while performing LOP-VQ-05
They vill be instructed to perform LOP-VQ-06 (Suppression Poo: 7enting) simultan-
eously with LOP-VQ-05 whenever possible so that the Primary Containment / Suppression
Pool differential pressure vill equalize thru the Vent and Purge system. This
vill be tracked by AIR 1-84-67190. In addition, LOP-VQ-05 is being revised
to reinforce the need to minimize dryvell to Suppression Pool differential pres-
sure during venting. (AIR 1-8h-67191)

V. PREVIOUS OCCURRENCES .

Vacuum breakers have opened before due to lower pressures in the Primary Con-
tainment than in the Suppression Pool. (See LER's 374/8h-077 and 8h-080.)

VI. NAME AND TELEPHONE NUMBER OF PREPARER

Charles K. Sprunger, 815/357-6761, extension 779
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Commonwealth Edison
LaSalle County Nucliar Station
Rural Route #1, Box 220
Marseilles, Illinois 61341
Telephone 815/357-6761

December 20, 1984

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Sir:

Reportable Occurrence Report #84-081-00, Docket #050-374 is being
'

submitted to your office in accordance with 10CFR 50.73.

G. J. Dieder ch
Superintendent
LaSalle County Station

GJD/MLD/kg

Enclosure

xc: NRC, Regional Director
INPO-Records Center
File /NRC
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