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" Publip Involvement in the Nuclear Regulatory Process

about a facility 's operation or ter-
mination. and (3) a facility’s im-
pact on the environment

Notices of opportunities for in-
volvement are published in the
Federal Register (FR). and some-
tumes on the Internet. The Federal
Register is a daily publication an-
nouncing ~ules, pohicies, and other
important actions of the Federal
Government. Copies are available

at many local ibranes. Copies are
also avartable at NRC's local pub-
hie document rooms around the
country and at the NRC's Public
Document Room (PDR ) in Wash
megton, D.C. Formajor actions, the

Public Invojvement inthe Nuciear Regulatory Process

NRC issues press releases, whach
reach the public through local
newspaper articles. mathmes, and

the Internet.

Rulemakings

One of ithe primary duties of the
NRC is 1o establish regulations on
the safe use of nuclear matenals,
These regulations address such 1s-
sues as siting, design, construction,
operation. and ultimate shutdown
of nuclear power planis, uraniim
nulls, ruel tacithiies, waste reposi-
tories, and transportation systems.
NRC regulations also address
othei uses of nuclear matenals,
such as nuclear medicine programs
at hospitals, acadenmic activities,
research work. industrial apphca-
tons sucii as the use of gauges and
testing equipment, and the import
and export of nuclear matenials and
technologies. The process of de-
veloping these regulations is called
“rulemaking.” A regulation is

soimenmes referred 1o as a “rule”

Rulemaking 1s imtiated mostly by
NRC’s technical statf, although
any member of the public may pe-
tition the NRC 1o develop. change,
or rescind any regulation. Pettions

should be addressed 1o

The Secretary

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Cornonission

Wast cagton, D.C., 20555-0001.

The rulemaking process 1s de-

scribed in detail in the Com-

misston’s regulations in Title 10 of

the Code of Federal Regulations in
Part H, Scction 2.802

All rulemakings provide the pub-
lic with at least one opportumty for
comments. Often, there are sev-
crai opportunities. In some cases,
NRC holds meetings and work-
shops before a proposed rule is
dratied. This way, members of the
public can express their concerns
carly m the process and identify
mportant issues to be covered in
the rule. Somenmes, the NRC

may publish an Advance Notice of

Proposed Rulemaking in the Fed-
eral Register to obtain public com-
moents and provide clanfication of
certam issues betore developing a
proposed rule

When a proposed rule is devel-
aoped. 1t s published in the Fed-
cral Register for public comment.
The notice wdentifies an NRC con-
tact who can reply to questions and

provides an address for sending
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Publi¢ Involvément in the Nucledr Regulatory Process

before the NRC makes s final
decision on a stenthicant enforce
ment acthion,  Under a prlot pro
gram, the pubhic can observe one
out of every tour enforcement con
ferences. The NRC issues press
releases announcing all open n
forcement conferences., as it does
with publi¢ mectings (see the tol
fowine scotion Public Mect
mes ) In cddion, summanes of
all enforcement conferences, NRC
actions, and hicensee responses are
avatlable m the NRCO s Public

Document Rooms

Public Meetings

b i o ol 7 S T e v

through a vanety of open meetings
dealiie with siemificant safety s
sues.  These include most techm
cal meetings with hicensees and
meetings with trade orgamzations
and public interest groups. Often,
the NRC staff meets with hicens
ees to discuss their safety perfor
mance. These meetings are open
for public observation

he'

In some cases, meetings are
m the community near a nucle:
powcer plant or other facility to
make 1t easier for the public to par
ncipate. a community expresses
concern over heensing or other ac
tnons involving a facility nearby.
the NRC may hold public meetings
near the site to explain the NRC's

role as it relates to the licensee’'s

g ——— RIS S TR TR T and

o answern l‘!l\‘\lll'll\
posed by local citizens
Public meetings may
also be held when a lic

ensee submits a plan

to decommission a fa
cility.  Other open
meetings mayv be heid
at one of the NRC
regronal offices or
at NRC Headqua

ters in Rockville,
Marviand

The types of meetings that are not
usually open to the pubhic include
discussions of classified. propri
etary, or sateguards information;
ONgoINg mvestgations: privacy in
tormation; inspector meetings with
heensee management and technical
staff on site; or meetings that could
pose a significant admmistrative
burden and mnterfere with NRC's
primary safety responsibilities

The agency’s policy regarding
open meetings s described in more
detail in NRC's Management D1
rective 3.5, “Pubhc Attendance at
Certain Meetings Involving the
NRC Staff™” (available from the
Government Printing Office)

Two separate listings of open NRC
mectings are available to the pub
lic. Weekly hists of staff meetings
are posted in public document
rooms in Washineton., D.C.. and
near nuclear plants

For staff meetings, a histing is
available at least 10 calendar davs
in advance ol the date of the meet-
ng. Notices for Commission and
Advisory Commuttee meetings are
published in the Federal Register
Listings are availabie by telephone
as follows:

. Public Involvement ifi the Nutieéar Regulatsry Process

Stafl Meetnes: 1-8((L932.9674

Commussion Meetines
1-301-415-1292

Advisory Commuttee Mectmes

1-301-415.5024

Schedules of these mectines are
also available on the Public Docu
men! Room electronie bulletin
board on FodWorld and somie arn
avarlable via Internet clectron
maii (alla nre.eovy Persons mnter

o3

ested in the activities of a particu
Lar commitice may call or write th
NRC Advisory Commuttee Man
agement Othicer, Othice of the Se
retary, Washington, D C. 203555
(M) 'lf!.\»!\iy‘ny[‘ W -3]15-1UAK

IH J«‘nhllﬂ?! (TR I||U\(_‘ medhanismas

the NRC announces maior meet

ings i press releases issued to the




Public Involvement in thé Nuclear Regulatory Process

news media and manled 1o more
than 1.000 addressees. Notices are
posted in the Public Document
Room and sometimes through ad-
vertisements placed in local news-
papers several days in advance oi
a meeting.

Freedom of Information
Acts Requests

The NRC releases information to
the public related 1o its health and
safety mission by placing docu-
ments in s public document
rooms. However, under the Free-
dom of Information Act (FOIA).
members of the public may request
copies of other NRC documents
and, unless these records fall under
specific Federal exemptions. the
NRC will provide access to them
within 20 working days afier the
request 1s received. Under centain
circumstances, fees are charged 1o
cover the cost of locating and copy
ing the requested material.,

Freedom of information in-
quiries may be addressed to:
Chief. Freedom of Information/
Local Public Document Room
Branch. U.S. Nuclear Regulaton
Commission, Washington, D.C
20555-0001

General
Correspondence

AL any tme, of course, a member
ol the public can requesi informa-
tion m writing or identify concerns
about nuclear facilities through
regular correspondence.  Routine
correspondence between NRC and
is licensees s made available in
the Public Document Room. Gen-
eral correspondence should be ad-
dressed to the Office of the Secre-
tary, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, Washington, D.C.
20555-0001,

For Additional
Information

For moie information on public
involvement. contact the NRC Of-
fice of Public Affairs by telephone
at 301-415-8200. or via Internet at
OPA@NRC.GOV

For more detailed descriptions of
how 1o obtain information from the
NRC, you can order a copy of the
Citizen’s Guide to NRC Informa-

2. by writing the Government

Printing Office. PO. Box 37082,
Washingion, DC, 20013-70%2. or

calling 202-512-2249
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