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Introduction about a facility's operation or ter- NRC issues press releases, which The Secretary
. mination, and (3) a facility's im- reach the public through local U.S. Nuclear Regulatory

Pubhc imohement m the Nuclear
pact on the environment. newspaper articles, mailings, and Corr. mission

Regulatory Comnussion s activi-
the Internet. Washogton, D.C.,20555-0001,

nes o a cornerstone of simng, lair
Notices of opportunities for in-

;egulation of the nuclear industry. volvement are published in the
I he NR(. recogmzes the public s Rulemakin9s * '"I *"'"'I"8 P *** * S i S d *-

Eh-M k i e W h M so e scribed in detail in the Com-
mierest in the proper reguhtion of

times on the Internet.The Federal One of the primary duties of the mission's regulations in Title 10 of
nuclear actk ities and proviJes op-

Reuister is a daily publication an_ NRC is to establish regulations on the Code of Fedemi Reculations in
pos t mu nes for ciurens to make the safe use of nuclear materials. Part II. Section 2.802.nouncine ules, policies.and other
their opimons knoyvn The NRC i od io of the Federal These regulations address such is-
scels to elicit pubhc mvoh emen:

Govemment. Copies are available sues as siting. design. const ruction, All rulemakings provide the pub-
3

e.o 13 m the regulatory process sf at many local libraries. Copies are operation, and ultimate shutdown lic with at least one oppodunity foi r
ihai sately concerns that may al-

also available at NRC's local pub _ of nuclear power plants uranium comments. Often, there are sev-
teti a community can be resob ed mills,iuct facilities, waste reposi- eral opportumties, in some caseslie document rooms around the '

m a inneh and practical manner.
,

and at the NRC's Public tories, and transportation systems. NRC holds meetings and work-
I ha process is considered s ital to Dmmm Rm WDO in Wash _ , NRC regulations also address shops before a proposed rule is
auunng ihe public that the Niq neton. D.C. For major actions,the ether uses of nuclear materials. dratted. This way. members of the

makmg sound. balanced dec'- '

such as nuclear medicine programs public can express their concerns
is

sions about nuclear salety.
REG 9 |

at hospitals, academic aciivities, early in the process and identifybg research work, industrial applica- important issues to be covered inl in s booklet brietly de- A ! tions such as the use of gauges and the rule. Sometimes, the NRC
.nbes s anous uay s you g Q testing equipment, and the import may publish an Advance Notice of

t an leain about and par-
f and export of nuclear materials and Proposed Rulemaking in the Fed-

nt spate in the NRC s 4/ , technologies. The process of de- eral Register to obtain public com-Oiepulatoiy protco. f %

O ! veloping these regulations is calledments and provide clarification of'
t

\nyone may proside at
'

.

$ sometimes referred to as a " rule." pmposed rule.

: ruiemaking." A segulation is ceitain issues before developing a icomments or sonce F .

/,

toncerns at critical (/) .

b
7P'

g\ "

Iinnttuies in the desel-
4- Rulemakine is initiated mostly by When a proposed rule is devel-

opment of safety rules. p 9
-

-
-

'

Gy ' NRC's tecimical staff, although oped it is published in the Fed- -p !mt ludmg dechiom about 4
- '

any memberof the public may pe- eral Register for public comment.
i Ii n here to locate and /h O i6-

w hether to license nuclear h h tition the NRC to develop. chance, The notice identifies an NRC con-

yp$
- ind any regulation. Petitions tact who can reply to questions and

t .ic i h n e s. m ongmny issues
,,,,,g ,,e aaaressea io: provides an address ror sending

'

3
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or other interested people w ho take other appropriate enforcement e - - -- - - ~ . - . _

iequest p.u ticipation. action to resolve a problem identi- ff ,

b .-(#
%

.

fied by a 2.206 petition. iy .U j

! os example. w hile the NRC was
- - ? - '.

~ |[ 7,
' '

'
s .

i
daelopmp its decommissioning Once a petition is accepted for re- | [ s.

.

'1i30 0., ' 7 jx* 4: $
~

7

. _ 'N }q * i? 6.q i

inte. the agency conducted tour view; and throughout the petition ,

,' 7 ,_- 4 c-" -
J

st epmp meennes aromid the coun. process. the petitioner is infonned , p ..

~I
n y to gather public comments re- of pmf ress, given copies of all rel- I g" {g 7 (i_ _

E z ,; ' . }
"

e.udme the EIS and the clean-up evant correspondence, and may be

t utena tor ihe decont imination of fered an infonnal public hearing, j
- C T'

' - j

{
'

and decomnussionmg of NRC. if appropriate. An infonnal public '
i

hcensed facdities. hearing is offered when the peti- | p gg ],

tion presents new information that
'i "i UC""' $" fe'? """ "' I

E i"I'esPetitions
.

alleges a violation of NRC require- Reporting Safety 1-800-695-7403. Any member of
\ny member of the pubh.c may ments involving a significant Concerns the public may voice safety con-

,

| cerns in this same manner. Addi-nose potemial health and safety wfety iwue for which new infor- . " * *
m a petition to the NRC to m.nibn or a new approach is pro- "I ""YC"' P""? ' tional information on reportinensnes , ,

" " "' """ " "I ' h" P" '
take spetibc entorcement action sided. The NRC publishes a no- | salety concerns w ill become avail

raise concerns that safcty rules are able in a separate booklet entitledicpaidmp a licensed. operatine fa- tice in the Federal Register when not being followed at the f.acih. .nes
,

.

<ihty t hn pios ision is contained it receives a 2.206 petition and " Reporting Safety Concerns to
" #Y *" P near w hen' NRC from NRC's Office of |

' Pubh. " Aff airs.
m subp.ot 11. Section 2.206 of the acain 30 davs in advance of an in-

' they hve. The NRL, has estab-
.

c
.

's k t . .s regulations and is often re- fonnal publie hearine. , lished a fonnal process f.or renew- !

,

tened to as a "2.200 petitionf in
-

. . inn and resolving these concerns. Enforcementpener.d. the petition n submitted An electrome bulletm board pro- '

m u nimg to the Executis e Direc- vides the status of all pendine 4 i

. : .T.he NRC, encouiages woikers m. .l he NRL,,s eni.orcement program :-

im tor Operations and m. eludes petitions and n. available by dial- >

the m: clear . dustry to take their seeks to protect public health andm
.

'

speotic tacts supporting the re- ing Fed %,orld on the Internet
. concerns directly to their employer safety by ensuring that licensees, .

quest for the NRC to take enforce- t 1-S00-303 9672). More detaded f
''

.
because he or she has the primary comply with regulations and

ment achon i.nsupported asser- information on this process is
e license conditions. Enforcementj responsibility for maintaining sal.

nons ot sately problems or general contained in a pamphlet entitled
. operations. Ilowever, should em- ettions might take the form of.no-
. .

. .. 'opposnion to nuclear power are "Public Petition Pro c e s s,,, . .

. . ployees not be satisf d by com- tices of. violations. civil penalties.ie
. . .

not tonsidered sulticient piounds N U R EG/IIR-0200. w hich is avad-
.

pany iesponse or choose to bring or orders to modit.y, suspend, or
f or .a tion. It u arranted. the NRC able f rom the G,overnment Print- safety concerns directly to the revoke licenses. Enforcement
t oahl take action to modify. sus- mg Ofhee and NRC,s Office of NRC, they may do so by calling conferences are often held w. h at

pend. m res oke a hcense. or could Pubb.e A t t. . airs- NRC's toll-free safety hotline, licensee. a vendor. or other person
. _
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before the NRC makes its final through a variety of open meetings The types of meetings that are not StalT Aleetings: 1-800-952 9674
decision on a significant enforce- dealing with significant safety is- usually open to the public include Commission Nicetings:
ment action. Under a pilot pio- sues. These include most techni- discussions of classified. propri- 1-301-415-1292,

gram the public can observe one cal meetings with licensees and etary, or safeguards information: Advisory Committee .\lectings:
out of every four enforcement con- meetings with trade ciganizations ongoing investigations: privacy in- i 1-301-415-5024

fomiation; inspector meetings withferences. The NRC issues press and public interest groups. Often, 6 '

releases announcing all open 'n- the NRC staff meets with licens- licensee management and technical Schedules of these meetings are
forcement conferences, as it does ces to discuss their safety perfor- staff on site: or meetings that could also available on the Public Docu-
with public meetings oce the fol- mance. These meetings are open pose a significant administrative ment Room electronic bulletin
low ing sci tion, "Public N1ect- for public observation. j burden and interfere with NRC's board on FtdWodd and some are
ings"). In LJdition, summaries of primary safety responsibilities. available via Internet electronic,

all enforcement conferences. NRC in some cases, meetings are he' . { mail tall (a nre.govi Persons inter-

actions. and licensee responses are in the community near a nuclen The agency's policy regarding ested in the activities of a particu-
,

available in the NRC's Public power plant or other facility to open meetings is described in more f ar committee may call or u rite the

Document Rooms. make it easier for the public to par , detail in NRC's hlanagcment Di. ! NRC Adsisory Committee .\ tan-i

ticipate. If a communityexpresses rective 3.5."Public Attendancc at | age ent Officer. Office of the See-

! Public Meetings concern over licensing or other ac- Certain hlectings involving the retary. Washington D.C. 20555-
tions involving a facility nearby, . NRC Staff" (available from the 0001: telephonc 301 -415-lu6S.

T.he pu. lic can keep .: breast of. !
.b

. . . the NRL, may hold public meetines Government Prm.tme Office)N R L, .s regulatory activities ; g g. '

in addition to these mechanisms.

| role as it relates to the licensce's Two separate listings of open NRC jhe NRC announces maior meet-!

mgs m press releases issued to theplanned activities and meetings are availabic to the pub-' r

| | to answer questions lic. Weekly lists of staff meetines+ . ,

.r.ar $
-

posed by kral citizens. are posted in public document | ,f
,

.

ja nggy.
,

Public meetings may rooms in Washington. D.C.. and r lailli ,tyllF n '. j'
i

'

'. also be held when a lic- { near nuclear plants. Ih{
,

!g g
- ensee submits a plan ." ||| .j gtit ' "

,.

y
,

m. ,

' ~ $ ll
'

y !b % to decommission a fa- For staff meetings, a listing is ;

y M '

i cility. Other open available at least 10 calendar days
i lim - meetings may be held in advance of the date of the meet-

'
c4'e, .

'

kap oy
i

g at one of the NRC e inn. Notices for Commission and | ' y.h ,,

p g regional oflices or Advisoiv Committee meetings are | ~g"'
,

i at NRC licadquar- published in the Federal Recister. ng, , ,

jig
Q k( ] ters in Rockville, Listings are available by telephone - Ji

! :g g hlaryland. as follows: i -:

,

10 ti
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news media and mailed to more | General tr

than 1.000addressecs. Notices are y
Correspondence

n"f ~
posted in the Public Document
Room and sometimes through ad- At any time, of course, a member

-

i
vertisements placed in local news- of the public can request informa-

|
papers several days in advance of tion in writing oridentify concerns
a meeting. about nuclear facilities through R ,. .

regular correspondence. Routine
$9

Freedom of Information y nnp ndence between NRCand
{pActs Requests its licensees is made available m

the Public Document Room. Gen- d$'
The NRC releases infonnation to cral correspondence should be ad- bi ~ ~~

i
.

the public related to its heahh and
dressed to the Office of the Secre- k, _ _ -. safety mission by placing docu- tary, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory g; 4.- - - .ments in its public document Commission. Washington, D.C. '" E.' _ _ -rooms. However, under the Free- 20555-0001.~

dom of Information Act (FOIA). hl- -pfhG Ch[-#*-
'

,q :

members of the public may request
y" . . ~, g. m - m3. _,

copics of other NRL, documents For Additional v--

w. =m = mas.
and, unless these records fall under Information

' " -m--m 1 _ . .
~

[,
specific Federal exemptions, the | For moce information on public Q' _

Z~"' ~

NRC will provide access to them | involvement, contact the NRC Of- f-

within 20 working days after the , fice of Public Affairs by telephone ' . - -
request is received. Under certain ; at 301-415-8200, or via Internet at

~ ' ~

,

j circumstances, fees are charged to OPA@NRC. GOV _
Ii

"-
cover the cost oflocating and copy- '

[. ' ing the requested material. For more detailed descriptions of
J ~ i g; -
q g. . . , s

If !
4 . how to obtain information from the i ^~.J g p pp g g
k

' Freedom of information in- | NRC, you can order a copy of the [ ^;yy;@fyyquiries may be addressed to: > Citizen's Guide to NRC Informa-
{ , gygy .

| Chief. Freedom of Information/tion. NUREG/HR-0010. Revision ! p. , ~ ndE E

,

, Local Public Document Room 2. by writing the Government
.

! e , ' O.323. Er,fx-
l Branch. U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Printing Office, P.O. Box 37082, p .

QMQ' fu
:

; Commission. Washincton, D.C. Washincton. DC, 20013-7082, or V a
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