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NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION '

.

U fJ WASHINGTON, D.C. 3000H001,

\*****f May 3, 1996
;
,

;

Mr. D. L. Farrar-
Manager, Nuclear Regulatory Services4

Commonwealth Edison Company
Executive Towers West III

-

1400 Opus Place, Suite 500 '

Downers Grove, IL 60515
4-

SUBJECT: SAFETY EVALUATION OF INSERVICE INSPECTION PROGRAM RELIEF REQUEST FOR!
. INSPECTION OF THE PRESSURE SURGE N0ZZLE-TO-VESSEL WELD; BYRON AIDi-
'BRAIDWOOD STATIONS (TAC NOS. M95088, M95089, M95172, AND M95173)

| Dear Mr. Farrar:
.'

By letter dated March 28, 1996, Commonwealth Edison Company (Comed, the
.

licensee), submitted requests for relief (Relief Requests NR-19 and NR-24)
[from the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) Boiler and Pressure.

Vessel Code (Code), Section XI, requirements for the Byron Station, Units 1
and 2 and Braidwood Station, Units 1 and 2, First Ten Year Interval Inservice
Inspection (ISI) Program. Alternatives were proposed for the examination of4..

the pressurizer nozzle-to-vessel weld and the nozzle inner radius on the basis
; that compliance with the Code requirement would result in high radiation
i exposure to the workers and unusual difficulty without a compensating increase
; in the level of quality and safety. Additional information was provided in

Comed's letter of April 23, 1996.
'

The Code of Federal Regulations,10 CFR 50.55a, requires that the ISI of
! certain ASME Code Class 1, 2, and 3 components be performed in accordance with

Section XI of the applicable edition and addenda of the ASME Code, except
where specific written relief has been requested by the licensee and granted
by the Commission pursuant to 10 CFR 50.55a, paragraph (g)(6)(i) or
alternatives to the Code authority pursuant to paragraph (a)(3)(1) or
(a)(3)(ii).;

.

[ The staff, with the assistance from our contractor, the Idaho National ^

; Engineering Laboratory, reviewed and evaluated the information provided in the
i submittals. Based on the informat!on submitted, the staff adopts the'

contractor's conclusions and reconnendations presented in their Technical
Letter. Report attached to the enclosed Safety Evaluation (SE). The^.

alternatives proposed by Comed in Requests for Relief Nos. NR-19 and NR-24 for
:
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Byron and Braidwood, respectively, are'hereby authorized pursuant to 10 CFR
50.55a (3)(a)(ii). However, if the insulation is removed in the future for
any reason, the licensee shall conduct a volumetric examination of the nozzle-,

i

to-vessel weld and nozzle inside radius section.

Sincerely,

f Original signed by: !
! George F. Dick for:

Robert A. Capra, Director
~

Project Directorate III-2
Division of Reactor Projects III/IV
Office of Nuclear Reactor. Regulation 4

,

Docket Nos. STN 50-454, STN 50-455,
! STN 50-456, AND STN 50-457 a

Enclosure: Safety Evaluation w/attch
,

cc w/ encl: See next page
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D. L. Farrar Byron /Braidwood Power Stations
Commonwealth Edison Company

CC*

Mr. Williw P. Poirier, Director Gecrge L. Edgar
Westinghousa Electric Corporation Morgan, Lewis and Bochius
Energy Sys'. ems Business Unit 1800 M Street, N.W.

q Past Office Box 355, Bay 236 West Washington, DC 20036
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15230w.

- Attorney General
Joseph Gallo 500 South Second Street-

Gallo & Ross Springfield, Illinois 62701
1250 Eye St., N.W.
Suite 302 EIS Review Coordinator
Washington, DC 20005 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

77 W. Jackson Blvd.*} Michael I. Miller, Esquire Chicago, Illinois 60604-3590
k Sidley and Austin

One First National Plaza Illinois Department of
Chicago, Illinois 60603 Nuclear Safety

Office of Nuclear Facility Safety
Howard A. Learner 1035 Outer Park Drive
Environmental law and Policy Springfield, Illinois 62704

Center of the Midwest

E 203 North LaSalle Street Commonwealth Edison Company
Suite 1390 Byron Station Manager
Chicago, Illinois 60601 4450 North German Church Road

Byron, Illinois 61010
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Byron Resident Inspectors Office Kenneth Graesser, Site Vice President
4448 North German Church Road Byron Station
Byron, Illinois 61010-9750 Commonwealth Edison Station

4450 N. German Church Road
Regional Administrator, Region III Byron, Illinois 61010
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
801 Warrenville Road U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Lisle, Illinois 60532-4351 Braidwood Resident Inspectors Office

Rural Route #1, Box 79
Ms. Lorraine Creek Braceville, Illinois 60407
Rt. 1, Box 182
Manteno, Illinois 60950 Mr. Ron Stephens

Illinois Emergency Services
Chairman, Ogle County Board and Disaster Agency
Post Office Box 357 110 East Adams Street
Oregon, Illinois 61061 Springfield, Illinois 62706

Mrs. Phillip B. Johnson Chairman
1907 Stratford Lane Will County Board of Supervisors
Rockford, Illinois 61107 Will County Board Courthouse

Joliet, Illinois 60434
.
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Comonwealth Edison Company
Braidwood Station Manager

| Rt. 1 Box 84
| Bracev111e, Illinois 60407

Ms. Bridget Little Rorem
Appleseed Coordinator

,

l 117 North Linden Street
Essex, Illinois 60935

Document Control Desk-Licensing
Comonwealth Edison Company
1400 Opus Place, Suite 400
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515
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