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Gentlemen:

Subject: VIRGIL C. SUMMER NUCLEAR STATION
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OPERATING LICENSE NO. NPF-12
LICENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER 960003)

South Carolina Electric & Gas Company (SCE&G) is submitting this report pursuant to
the requirements of 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(i)(B).

If you have questions, please call Michael J. Zaccone at (803) 345-4328.
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On February 6, 1996, V. C. Summer Nuclear Station identified a discrepancy in test methodologies
between Technical Specifications (TS) required testing and actual testing performed. The cause of this
discrepancy was a failure to recognize that discrepancy.

On Februa

9, 1996, an emergency TS cha
methodology.

e was initiated to reflect the more conservative testing
is change was approved by the

RC on February 10, 1996.

The need for expedient action resulted from a determination that the TS Surveillance Requirement
4.7.6.c.2 was not met due to the testing performed on this equipment being different than the TS
required testing. This resulted in entering TS 4.0.3 at 1830 hours on February 9, 1996. V. C. Summer
exited TS 4.0.3 at 1310 hours on February 10, 1996.

The corrective action was obtained via an emergency TS change.
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PLANT IDENTIFICATION:
Westinghouse - Pressurized Water Reactor
EQUIPMENT IDENTIFICATION:
ElIS System Code - VI
IDENTIFICATION OF EVENT:
Entry into Section 4.0.3 of the Technical Specifications due to a missed surveillance.
February 9, 1996

PORT DATE:
April 26, 1996

ND| P TH
MODE 1 - 100% Reactor Power

RIP F

On February 6, 1996, V. C. Summer Nuclear Station identified a discrepancy in test methodologias
between the Technical Specifications (TS) required testing and actual testing performed. The cause of
this discrepancy was a failure to recognize that discrepancy.

The need for expedient action to avoid an unnecessary plant shutdown resulted from a
determination that the TS Surveillance Requirement 4.7.6.c.2 was not met due to the testinqrparformed
on this equipment being different than the TS required testing. This resulted in entering TS 4.0.3 at
1830 hours on February 9, 1996.
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DESCRIPTION OF EVENT: (Continued)

At the time of discovery, the station tested the charcoal in the Engineering Safeguards Features
(ESF) air handling units per ANSI N509-1980. Although this method of testing provided better
assurance that the air handling units 1performed their design function, it did not meet the requirements
of the TS. Therefore, an emergency TS amendment was submitted on February 9, 1996, to recognize
current testing methodology, to preclude an unnecessary plant shutdown. This submittal was
%pgagv;g by the NRC on February 10, 1996. V. C. Summer exited TS 4.0.3 at 1310 hours on February

CAUSE OF EVENT:

The cause of this event was a failure t. .ecognize a discrepancy in test methedoiogies between TS
required testing and actual testing performed.

ANALYSIS OF EVENT:

V. C. Summer entered TS 4.0.3 at 1830 hours on February 9, 1996, when it was determined that TS
surveillance requirement 4.7.6.c.2 was not met due to utilizing a testing methodology different from,
although more conservative than, that specified.

1= TIVE ACTI :

4n emergency TS change was requested. The change was approved by the NRC on Februarv 10,
1996.
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