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April 26, 1996
6730-96-2152

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Aun.: Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

Dear Sir:

Subject:  Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating Station
Docket No. 50-219
Licensee Event Report 96-002

Enclosed is Licensee Event Report 96-002. This event did not impact the health and safety of
the public.

If any additional information or assistance is required, please contact Mr. John Rogers of my

staff at 609.971.4893.

;g, Michael B. Roche
Vice President and Director
Oyster Creek
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cc:  Oyster Creek NRC Project Manager
Administrator, Region |

Senior Resident Inspector
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During a recent review of the battery charger test and calibration procedure it was discovered
that the procedural low voltage alarm setpoint (120 + 1 vdc) was outside the Technical
Specification requirement (115 + 1 vdc). The root cause of this occurrence has been determined
to be an improper work practice in that the new test and calibration procedure had been written
without an adeouate review of Technical Specification requirements. The safety significance
has been determined to be minimal as the incorrect setpoint was more conservative than the
required setpoint #nd would have alarmed sooner than required by design.

Upon discovery, the battery charger test and calibration procedure was immediately revised and
the relay set point vas adjusted to comply with the Technical Specifications requirements. To
prevent a similar occurrence, the Technical Specifications related to this occurrence will be
reviewed to determine if they can be clarified by an amendment. Additionally, personnel
involved with the review and approval of procedures will be informed of this event and advised
to ensure that Technical Specification limits are considered even when the proposed change
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DATE OF DISCOVERY

The condition was discovered or March 29, 1996, at 1056 hours

IDENTIFICATION OF OCCUR™ENCE

Technical Specification 4.7.B.4.d specifies that the station battery (EIIS Code: CFI(BTRY))
low voltage alarm setpoint shall be 115 + 1 vdc. During a review of the new station Battery ‘C’
charger (EIIS Code: FI (BYC)) test and calibration procedure, it was discovered that the low
voltage alarm setpoint had been changed to a value beyond the Technical Specification limit.
This has been determined to be reportable under 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(i).

CONDITIONS PRIOR TO DISCOVERY

At the time of discovery, the reactor was operating at normal temperatures and pressures for full

power operation. However, the reactor plant had been opera ed in all modes since the setpoint
was changed.

DESCRIPTION OF OCCURRENCE

The battery charger low voltage alarm set point was designed to be used to meet the Technical
Specifications requirement for the battery low voltage alarm setpoint of 115 + Ivdc. On March
29, 1996, while reviewing the low voltage setpoint for the battery chargers, it was discovered
that the new charger test and calibration procedure had been improperly changed to specify the
low voltage alarm setpoint to 120 = 1 vdc in August 1994,

APPARENT CAUSE OF OCCURRENCE

The root cause of this occurrence has been determined to be an improper work practice in that
the new test and calibration procedure had been written without an adequate review of
Technical Specification requirements. The Technical Specification setpoint was originally
determined based on the minimum initial battery voltage necessary to ensure the proper
operation of the safety related DC equipments during a loss of AC voltage accident. As this is a
low voltage alarm, the Technical Specification setpoint should have been specified as = 114 vdc.
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APPARENT CAUSE OF OCCURRENCE (Cont.)
However, the sensor accuracy (+ lvdc; was placed into the Technical Specifications.

During a review of the startup and testing data, it was discovered that the vendor recommended
setpeint for the battery charger was 120 vde. Therefore, the test and calibration procedure was
written with an alarm setpoint of 120 + 1 vdc without adequately reviewing the written
Technical Specification limits.

ANALYSIS OF OCCURRENCE AND SAFETY ASSESSMENT

The significance of this occurrence has been determined to be minimal. Although the battery
charger alarm setting was placed outside the Technical Specification aliowed limits, it was
placed in the conservative direction and would have alarmed sooner that required by design.

CORRECTIVE ACTION

IMMEDIATE
Upon discovery, the battery charger surveillance procedure was revised and the low voltage
sensing relays were immediately adjusted to the Technical Specification value.

LONG TERM

The Technical Specifications related to this occurrence will be reviewed to determine if they can
be clarified by an amendment. This review will be completed by September 1, 1996.
Additionally, personnel involved with the review and approval of procedures will be informed
of this event and advised to ensure that Technical Specification limits are considered even when
the proposed change increases the margin of safety.

SIMILAR EVENTS

Norne.
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