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7 UNITED STATESg
g j NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

* WASHINGTON, D.C. 20086-0001

\,,,,,*/ April 25, 1996
,

Mr. Joseph Quirk4

GE Nuclear Energy j
175 Curtner Avenue, MC-782 -

Stn Jose, California 95125

SUBJECT: REVIEW 0F CHANGES TO DESIGN DOCUMENTATION FOR THE ADVANCED BOILING |

WATER REACTOR (ABWR) )
i

Dear Mr. Quirk:

The staff has reviewed the GE Nuclear Energy (GE) ABWR Standard Safety
Analysis Report (SSAR) Amendment 36 and Certified Design Material (CDM) i

Revision 7 dated March 22, 1996, and comments are provided in Enclosure 1. 1

The staff is also reviewing your proposed changes to the ABWR Design Control
Document (DCD) resulting from design errors or design improvements identified
in your April 16, 1996 submittal and will provide comments in the near future.
The staff also requires a description of the corrective actions that you have
taken to ensure that other design errors are not present in the ABWR DCD. :

Your April 16, 1996, letter referred to additional design changes that have
been identified as a result of First-of-a-Kind-Engineering (F0AKE) that you-

anticipate will be made by future applicants who reference the design certifi-
cation rule. The staff understands that the F0AKE program is nearing comple-
tion and recommends that you submit those changes to the DCD as soon as,

possible, thereby resolving those issues for future applicants.

In addition, any changes to the DCD Introduction that are required for
conformance with the final rule as a result of Commission consideration must
be submitted for NRC review prior to issuance of the final rule. The staff is
willing to review a draft revision to the DCD Introduction to facilitate this

,

process. Further, amendments to the SSAR and CDM made for consistency with
the DCD should be submitted with the DCD revisions. The staff's evaluation of
the changes to the ABWR design documentation will be published in a supplement
to the final safety evaluation report (NUREG-1503).r
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Mr'.' Joseph. Quirk ',
' '

-2- April 25, 1996'

- -
. .

Finally, you are~ reminded that1.in accordance with 10 CFR 50.4, correspondence
should be addressed to the NRC's Document Control Desk. This ensures proper

~ docketing and distribution of the information, and facilitates the review
process.= Please contact Tom Boyce at (301) 415-1130 with any questions.

Sincerely,

Original cisned by

Brian K. Grimes, Acting Director
Division of Reactor Program Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket No. 52-001

Enclosure: As stated

cc w/ enclosure:
See next page
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Mr. Joseph Quirk Docket No. 52-001 !
'

GE Nuclear Energy

i

cc: Mr. Steven A. Hucik Mr. Ronald Simard, Director
GE Nur. lear Energy Advanced Reactor Programs
175 Curtner Avenue, Mail Code 782 Nuclear Energy Institute-

San Jose, CA 95125 1776 Eye Street, N.W.
Suite 300e

Mr. Rob Wallace Washington, DC 20086 1
.

: GE Nuclear Energy '

l1299 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. Mr. B. A. McIntyre
Suite 1100 Advanced Plant Safety & Licensing
Washington, D.C. 20004 Westinghouse Electric Corporation

Energy Systems Business Unit
Director, Criteria & Standards Division Box 355
Office of Radiation Programs Pittsburgh, PA 15230 i

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency"

1401 M. Street, S.W. Mr. Joseph R. Egan
Washington, DC 20460 Egan & Associates, P.C.

,

2300 N Street, N.W.
,

Mr. Sterling Franks Washington, DC 20037-1138 '

U. S. Department of Energy
5

NE-42 Barton Z. Cowan, Esq.
Washington, DC 20585 Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott

j 600 Grant Street 42nd Floor
Marcus A. Rowden, Esq. Pittsburgh, PA 15219

;

Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 800

; Washington, DC 20004
; 1

| Jay M. Guitterez, Esq.
' Newman & Holtzinger, P.C.
! 1615 L Street, N.W.

Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20036

.

Mr. Frank A. Ross
U.S. Department of Energy, NE-42
Office of LWR Safety and Technology

,

19901 Germantown Road |

Germantown, MD 20874
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TQHB Comments:

The word "steamflow" was deleted from the top of page 14.2-171 of the SSAR
since the word was thought to be repeated in the SSAR at the end of the page I

14.2-170. In the DCD, the word appears at the end of page 14.2-170 but does I
not ap> ear at the beginning of page 14.2-171. To make the SSAR consistent
with tie DCD, the word should be added to the end of SSAR page 14.2-170.

On page 14.3-1 of the DCD, the last sentence was changed to add " basis for the
NRC finding under CFR Part 52.103(g). These same words should also be added
to the SSAR page 14.3-1 so that the SSAR is consistent with the DCD.

PDST Comment:
:

Technical Specifications (TS) Section 16.0. Modify the COL Action Item on
completing TS to conform with design certification rule. Include discussion '

of TS for site-specific systems, 6nd delete the statement that "This
improvement has been incorporated into the ABWR Technical Specifications."
because it is confusing, given the fact that Section 5.0 is included in the
DCD and has not been relocated. Also modify TS Section 5.4 to conform with
the rule and its statements of consideration regarding the change process for ,

information in the TS, their bases, and the DCD. |
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