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FORKED RIVER, NEW JERSEY 08731
Abnortial Occurrence
Raport No. 50-219/74/ 6 _
Violation of the Technical Specifications, ptuﬁraph 3.5.A.6,
Twenty-four hours sfter placing the mode zelector switch into
RUN, the torus stmosphere contained 6.2% 0, which is above
the limit of E.O\ 0.

This event is considered to be an abnormal occurrence as de-
fined in the Technical Specifications, paragraph ] 158 A

Steady State Power Routine Shutdown

Hot Standby Operation

Cold Shutdown Load Changes During
Refueling Shutdown Routine Power Operation
Routine Startup Other (Specify)
Operation

1075 MWt , ~340 Mee

Hesctor Power

Recirculastion Plow - 7.4 X m‘ gpe
Fecdwater Flow - 3.8 X 10° Ib/hr
Feedvator Tempersture - 275°P

Reactor Pressure - 1020 psig
Hesctor Water Level - 78" Yarway

At 2030 on January 21, 1974, the primary conteinment inerting
process was initieted by first performing a calibration on the
torus/drywell O; analyzer, as per the operating procedvre. The
torus stmosphere was then inerted with nitrogen to 4.8% 0, as
indicated in the drywell/Lorus oxygen reconder and drywell
inerting was then coinenced. During this process, a "zero
check" on the analyzer showed that the Instrument “zero” was

low, Correcting this condition brought the indicated 0; level

I PP



APPARENT CAUSE
OF OCCURRENCE ¢
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in the torus to 6.2%. Since drywell inerting was already In
progress, it was decided to reinert the torus efter drywell
inerting was complete, Due to & misunderstanding on the part
of the duty Shift Poreman, an attempt was made to inert the dry-
well to less than 1% O content, FPrior to attalning this con-
dition, the plant nitvogen supply reached a level where further
consumption in the inerting process would have ecxhausted the
operationsl supply nooded for the nitrogon/air system in the

drywell.

An orderly plant shutdown was started 24 hours efter going into
the RUN mode at 1000 on January 22, 1974 at a 30 MWe/hr. rate.
Powor was roduced to 282 MWe at which time 8 temporary Techni-
cal Specification change was obtained which allowed operation
at 50% reactor power with greater than 5% O, concentration in

the primary containment until 1230 on January 24, 1974,

Design Frocedure
Manufacture Unusual Service Condition
Instellstion/ Inc. Environmental
Construction Component Failure

X _ Operator Other (Specify)

The duty Shift Foreman in charge of this operation misjudged

the capscity of the plant nitrogen system, In addition, the
Foreman was informed that & nitrogen truck was enroute and

would arrive Tuesday moyning with the additional nitrogen needed
to complete the inerting process. Unfortumstely, due to internal

problems, the nitrogen vendor was umable to meet the required

delivery time,
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‘Asnormal Occurrence
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ANALYS1S OF The significance of this ovent lies in operating the reactor

OCCOURRENCE
at power with un inadequately inerted containment which, under
design bases LOCA conditions, would have crested & condition
whereby tha probability of experiencing an explosive concen-
tration o, oxygen and hydrogen in the containment would have
been increased,

CORRECTIVE

ACTION. Corrective action to prevent recurrence of this event is to

PAILURE DATA,

be determined after the &ppropriate review process by the 'lant

Uperations Heview Committee.

Not applicable,
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