P. L. Caphten, Se¢f_ . Reacter Imspector
Directorste of Bagulatory Operations, DRO:I

OYSTER CRXEX (¥ 50-219) JUN 121974
INCORE PENETRATION LEAK (A0 74-34)

Reviev of the licensae's AO, work ecompleted mad commumicatioms te date
indicates the follewing.

1.

2,

3.

h.

The licensse has determined that the failure is at a weld and does not
represent & tvbe failure.

mmumuquumnnmamm
as & fix (To ear knowledge wo code case exists to permit this repair).

The licenses appears unsble te characterize the dafect in the weld.
The csuse of the weld fallure has not yet besu determined, 1i.e. from
induced vibratiomn, corroeion or ether. The generic aspects are also
wakoown .

RO:1 has exsmined P. T. records for the affected weld (2805 location).
The weld was }. T. tested, sccepted, then subsequently vepaired (rat-
ionsle unknows) and again PT tested, a 1/16" linear imdication re-
moved and them accepted again.

1 believe our positicn in this matter should be as follows:

1. Until the feilure mechanism is defined other comparable welds
can not and should mot be excluded from gemeric comsiderations.
1 have doubts that the mechensim csusing the weld crack will be
forthcoming based on the results te date. This presupposes an
extensive momitoring and test program which should also include
vibrational measurements on the affected in core panetration and
more stringent surveillance an all vessel pemstrations.

2. The weld failure in and of itself represents an wareviewed
safety questioco because the weskened srea now imcreases the pro-
bability of failure and ejectiom.

Further, the implementation of a tube velling fix without Com-
mission reviews and approval will comstitute in my view a second un-
reviewed safety question pursusmt to 50.59 2(1). In this regard
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ce:

I believe JCPAL should sitdown with DL amd presemt their total
package of the evaluation and justificatiom.

3.

A catastrophic fallure and ejection of the imstrwment

tube is an analyzed asccident in the FSAR . With e eracked
weld the potential for ejection is imcreased. Licensing
should be requested to reevaluate the cemtrol rod drive
housing suppert eystem in light of say mecessary design
changes &5 may be required, to preclude postulated ejection.
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