Jasuary 10, 1973

Mr. Tom Richardson

Public Information Office, USARC
376 Rudson Street

New York, New York 10014

Re: Jersey Centra! Power & Light Co.
Ovster Cree!
Doclet No. S50-21¢

Dear Ton |

T ca'lled your office on the morning of January &, 1973 but
you were out.

Your secretarv sucgested that I should mail to you a corv
of the Newar! $tar Ledper article on the fish k{11,

The purpose of our =21 was to advise your office of the
fncident ., just in case you should recefve an inquiry on
the subject. We expect to issue an inquiry report which
will go to the Public Document Roors in the due course of

events,
Sincerely,
Karl E. Plublee
Reactor Inspector
Enclosure:

Article dated 1/9/73
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y WARETOWN - A fwo- Mr. Kurtz said many more  the plant al the point in t!
5 pronged investigation oY biol- mennaden wili float to the fall when the fish would re
: ogists was to begin today to  suriace wnen the ice melts mally migrate so thev vor
! determine what cawcd the and that only a small per- leave the ares. Then -
. death of several thousand ceatale werc frozen in the plant would start up afi.
i fish found dead vesterday in  ice. le also said one shecps-  the fish left.
e Oyster Creek. They were dis- head fish. a meinber of tne M. Mallle said menhas
i covered Cither frozen iy the  bass family, ana five or six normally depart from ft
7 jce or floating in the croek of another unidentified spe- area in late Scptember ¢
¢ within a nule of the Jersey cles were also found. October, depending on
Fi Central Power & Light Co's. The menkadon ranged in f¥mperature.
' nuclear  puner gencrating  size up to 10 or 12 ircaes in Me. Mallie, who said b
plant. length, about twice the size  has lived here permans-t!
'3 q The fish kill \\aw'mla'm of the menhaden Kilied last  since 1657 #nd never s
SRS | the one last January tnat year. He sa:d some scaguls fish kill until after the ¢! 8
s 4 stroyed thousands of mer"wd were so goraed on dead tisn,  bedan operating. sad
,;.,"tw ey and, a3 wez he cosc last  they refused 9 f0uch gseveral  lewiperaiure o1 tae water
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year, tne nucicar plant was
ehut down [ur mainicnance
at the time
Edwin Sherratt, relicual
director of pubdlic relatiuns
for Jersey Ceniral Pover &
Light Co, sad the plset has
been shut down for 11 days
indicating the fish survived
unttl the biz drop ut temper-
ature over the pJosr weesond
P.olodists h-»n tho v unpa-
ry and the stale D(v.
of Environ: vmal Protectit
were 1o join i the invesusy
tion of the lutest fish kil
The situation was reooried
by Menry Kurtz and Churles
B. Mallic, marina operatnrs
along Oyster Creck, who sud
the dead fioh were o 'u‘\-
ered  vesterday  murmen
Trey  also  reported
[isens of sanvulle wet
in the arca Sanday
Hurdreds of the dead fich
\wrv froaen in the we m four
lazoons off Day parkway thil
rutis para el lo the Creex
Me. Kurtz sind most of thoese
in the main Sstream of the
ereck had biea eaten Ly the
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thrown to them.

harlss  Amato, an engi-
neer in the stae Department
of Environmental Protection,
cuid the fish kil appcars t0
be i repctition of last vears
conditioni, but that he had in-
formativn as to the cause

Last year the fish kil was
reported within 24 loars ail-
er the nuclear plant shut
duwn for mantenance, but
tiis year it was 10 days be-
{ure doad fish were rcporlcd

Mr.  Sherratt  said that
sinve \..urs hill. biolos
pists from the National Mar-
e Fisiery ul the
Natianad (J canie and Atmos-
pheric  Admimstration have
been surlying the riaratory

last

bhabits of the menhEucn O
decrnune  at  whal  waler
tempersture, menhaden jeave
the ared

e said the study, which
bezin 13t summer, 1S 1o he
complieted  Later thus month
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the creek is about 80 gezri
igher than the watcy
Barnegat Bay and 1a new
creoks.
Mr.
Ovster

owner of '
Creek Marwina, o
Mr. Mallie, coowner of
Briarwood Yacht Bazn,
two of feur marina ovr°
alonz the creck who reo
filed a domaze suit &2
JCPEL. claimmg dch
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WARETOWN — A two
pronged investigation by hiol-
ozists was to begin teday to
determize what caused the
death  ©of several theusand
firh found dead yesterday m
Ovster Creek. They were dis-
evvered  Cither frozer i the
fee or floatmg i the ereck
within 2 nmule of the Jersey
(Al"llll.ll Pover & lJ'_;h'. (0's.
muclenr  poaer  gencratmg
p!.un.

The fizh Al was simlar to
the one last Januury that de-
stroyed thow ands of mensicd-
¢ and, as was the cese last
yenr, the nuclear plant was
shut down for mamtenance
at the e

Edwm  Sherralt,  reuonal
director of  pubhie  relations
for Jersey Central Power &
Light Co, sanl the plant has
Loen shut down {or 1 doys,
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h Kill Near Nuelear

[reing

Mr. Kurtz said many more
menhaden wiil float to the
surface when the e melts
and that only a small per-
centave were frozen in the
ice. He also saud one sheeps-
fhicad lLish. a member of the
bass fanuly, and five or six
of another umdentified spe-
cies were also found,

The menhaden ranpged in
size up to 10 or 12 mchesin
length, aboat twice the sze
of the nunhaden hilled last
year. e sud some scagulls
were se o oged on dead dish,
they refuscd to touch several
thrown to them.

Charles Amuto, an engi-
peer w the state Departinent
of Eunvirenmental Protection,
saig the tizh KUl appears 10
be a repetition of Just year's
condiion, bat that he had -
furition as to the cause

=

Probed

the plant at the pent i the
fall wien the fish weuld nor-
mally mugrate so they vord
leave the area. Then the
plant wauld starl up aiter
the fish left

Mr. Alalhe said meniloien
normally  depart  froem  tte
area in late Septemhber or
October,  depending on  the
tew perature

Mr. Aadbe, who sl he
has lived bhere perpimcctly
since 1957 and never 100 2
fich Kill wotd after the pleat
“eoan  cperaling, snd Yo
temperature of the water In
the creck s obout 20d-irees
higher than the water in
Barncgat Bay and m ncarby
crechs.

Nir. Kurtz, ouner of the
Ovster  Creck Maring, and
Ar. Mallie, coeuncr of the
Brarweed Yacht Biooin, ace
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