2/20/73

Note to File

JERSEY CENTRAL POWER & LIGHI COMPANY (OYSTER CREEK VALVE TESTING)

I called Ivan Finfrock, Vice President, Jersey Central Power & Light Company
on February 16, 1973, to discuss certain aspects of Bob Engelken's note

to Frank Kruesi dated February 15, 1973, on the above subject, I told

Mr, Finfrock thak the basis of the lettar and that we were pleased with
Jersey Central's response and feel certain that we will also be pleased

with their followup inspection program,

I have sent to Mr, Finfrock, a copy of the referenced letter and have

sent a copy of it to the state of New J?rsey.
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UNITED STATES

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20545

February 15, 573

NOTE TO F. E. KRUESI

JERSEY CZNTRAL POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY (OYSTER CREEK) - COCKET MO.5C-212
yg;;E TESTING FOLLOWING PRIMARY SYSTEM BLOWDOWN OCCURRENCE OF DECEMEER 29,

On Decerber 29, 1972, a primary system plowdown occurred at the
Cvster Creek reactor facility foilowing & reactor scram from full
pover (G50 lwe). The blowdown resulted from & melfunctioning
reliaf valve and was similar in many ressects to the biowceown
occurrence that toox nlace at the Pilgrim facility on Octozer 26,
1672.27 Periinent details relating tc the Oyster Creek 0’ov.GCwn
are discussed in “Directorate of Regulatory Operaticns Notificaticn
of an lpcident or Occurrence” - Blue Sheet No, 78, dcated January &,
1673, and in Jersey Central's report to the Directorate of Licensing,
cated January 17, 1973.

During the course of the Oyster Creek denressurizetion, two other
melfunctions of safety related valves occurred (in additicn to the
relief valve malfunction). These were as folilows:

1. Following receipt of & main steam isolation ciosure sigral
(initieted automatically when reactor préssure cecreases velow
850 psig), one of the four main steam isolation valves faiiec
to close; and

2. The condensate return valve in one of the two isolaticn concenser
systems failed to open afier the reactor nac been isolatea from
the main condenser.

The safety of the reactor was not jecpardized, however, Ly eitner
of these valve malfunctions since recundant feztures built into
each of these systems resulted in proper isciation and coclcown of

the reactor primary system.

Forence - TDireccorate of Regulatery Operations Netification
ar Incicent or Occurrence" - Blue Sheet No. 71, datec
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NOTE TO F. E. KRUESI -2~ Feorudry 13, 1673

Following completion of their investigation aid repair program,
Jersey Leatral planned to resume reactor cperiations cn vanusry 7,
1973. The unreiated failure of three vaives importent to nuciaar
safe;/, homeve*, coupled with an 2lready high incicance of va]va
failures experienced during the past year at Jyster Creek anc

other power reoctor *acilities, reised concers: within Reguiatory

as to the relianility of valves in safety relatec systens &t
OyS»er Creek. As & result, the Jersey lentral Power anc ..gu.
Company was contacted by our Region I (Newark) Office on vauucr/ 8
1973, eind informed that the Regul tory statf considered it imgeriant
to functicnally test the operadility ¢f all valves 1mpur.a't 10
safety prior to resumption of power cpereticn ond, Turinermore

that the adequacy of the valve surveillance tast program at (yster
Creek shoulc be reexamined to determine whether {mprovements coulc
oe made in the test program.

concerns were pursuecd soth with plant menagement aic with
r, Nuclear Generating Stations. As & resuitc, the iicensse
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icentif .15 valves in 13 sefely relatec systems which Wou.C be
14

bl
functionally tested prior to plant stertup. In acdilion, the ice
.nxt:a.ec & plan of acticn to review the merits of tie present va.ve

surveillance test program, both as to frequency ang test melnce, énc
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10 fur;ner pursue these areas with the &ap ;ruz"'he vilve mérufacturers.,
Region I plans to follow up on this matter curing future inspections.
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The licensee kept the plant shutdown until 53ﬁ01e:fo: cf the valve
testing., A1) of the valves functionec satisfactorily except cne ¢
the torus to drywell vacuum brezker velves wnich recuirec repair cue
$0 its faiiure to meet the appropriate onening force criterion.
Reactor operations were resumed on January 12, 1973.

;7 *
-

lﬂ v,
461F7‘4-«2céaaz--
R. H. Engelken

Cianousso, L

e Hencrie, L

o \:- nCVnOIt, “

o, G. Keopler, RO
Jv. 2, 0'Reilly, RO:T.
b

|

e

O
o
=

ai POR



