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November 30,1983' '

,
<

$"BJECT: CCMANC''E PEAX STEAv ELECTRIC STATION: 1

A'.LE7I: DTTP 2r CONSTRUCTION PRACTICES

REPORT NUMBER: A4-83-005
.

,

1. During the ceurse of an unrelated investigation, information was received
fron five for or ir:wa I,F.cet,:nc.(3!.R)employeeswhowerepreviously
identified by Robert Messe**y inan"AssistancetoInspectionReport"(AIR),

. report number A4-83-03 , dated Fey 20, 1983, as having knowledge of jmproper.

construction-cractices. These 'ive interviewees were contacted anji,, questioned
regarding a separate 'nvestdgetion ' currently in progress; however, in addition,
these five individuals were also questioned concerning allegations that Robert
Messerly previously raised in AIR A4-83-005.

2. Between November 1, '.933 and November 22; 1983, these five former B&R employees
that Messerly 'deatifiec as working with or in the same area as himself were
interviewed. Attach en:s (1.' through (4) are Results of Interviews with four
of these individ;a'.s wac s a ec they were not aware of any ir' proper procedures:

'

or construction :*actices. One of these individuals stated he observed Robert
i Messerly trin a hanger with a torch, however, quickly added he was unaware if
i Messerly had proper authorization. Attachment (5)isaswornstatementwherein

this individual statet *e observed numerous large hangers that were altered
with a torch by a a'Mer of indiv' duals (identification unknown), however,
added that he cid re: kaew w c:ncr or not proper authorization had been
obtaineo.

3. The Result c' !*terviews ard the sworn statement. Attachment (1) through (5),;

cf these forrer SI,R e ;loyees will be maintained at the 0! Field Office,:
L Region IV. '

.

>

4. This report is previded to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission Region IV
| management for reviev, evaluttion, and action deemed appropriate.
,
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A4-83-005(Su;olerental) '

Page 2
.
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j Attachments: 1

Results of Interview with Former 88R Employee 11-01-83
Results of Interview with Former BLR Employee 11-02-83 i

,

Results of Interview with Forner SLR Employee 11-03-83
Results of Interview with for: cr ELR Employee 11-08-83
Signed, Sworn Statecant of Forner C&R Employee 11-22-83,

|
'

do|
REPORTED BY: -

H. Brooks Griffigprinvestigator
O! Field O'fice
Region IV

'

APPROVED BY
'

R~. K. herr, Director- t
*

O! Field Office !
| Region IV

cc: W. J. Ward. 0::FO' w/ attachments *

| *{'. G. Gileert, 0::HQ w/attachnents
J. T. Co' lins, RIV w/a:tacheca.ts

'
'

T. F. Westerran, RIV w/c atter.hments t

'
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RESULTS OF INTERVIEW WITH JOE D. WILLIAMS

AS RECORDED BY NRC INVESTIGATOR H. BROOKS GRIFFIN

ON NOVEMBER 1, 1983.
, . --,- ,

On November 1,1983, Joe D.' WILLIAMS, a former Brown & Root (B&R) fronworker at the

ComanchePeakSteamElectricStation(CPSES),wastelephonicallyinterviewedbyNRC
Investigator H. Brooks GRIFFIN. WILLIAMS stated he had worked in Rober't MESSERLY's
pipehanger crew until he left his employment with B&R in April,1980.

WILLIAMS stated he used a Hilti drill to drill holes in concrete, but stated- he never
used a Drillco drill or made cuts through rebar. WILLIAMS said that when he struck
rebar, he attempted to relocate he hole within the tolerances imposed by procedure.
WILLIAMS stated that when he could not relocate the hole, he turned the matter over
to MESSERLY who would arrange to have the rebar cut.

WILLIAMS stated he was unaware of any imoroper or unauthorized cuts made on hangers
~ ing a torch. WILLIAMS said the B&R supervision was very " touchy" about usingus

torches on hangers, and that crew members were required to use radial arm saws to
alter hangers even though it was very time consuming. WILLIAMS s6id that using a
torch was " strictly forbidden", and that he never used one. WILLIAMS also said he

was not present nor was he aware of the relocation of the main steam line using the
polar crane in Unit I.

.

.

WILLIAMS stated that during the time he was employed a CPSES, nobody ever intimidated

or attempted to intimidate him into conaucting his work improperly. WILLIAMS stated
that everyone he worked with followed procedure as far as he knew.

.

I

|

END OF RESULTS OF INTERVIEW WITH J0E D. WILLIAMS ON NOVEMBER 1,1983.

Signature: M
'

H. Brooks GRIFFIN, Investigat
01 Field Office, Region IV

!
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RESULTS OF INTERVIEW WITH RUSSELL HAMILTON
'

AS RECORDED BY NRC INVESTIGATOR H. BROOKS GRIFFIN

'ON NOVEMBER 2, 1983
. .

.

On November 2,1983, Russell HAMILTON, a former ironworker at Comanche Peak Steam

Electric Station (CPSES), was telephonically interviewed by NRC Investigator
,

H. Brooks GRIFFIN. HAMILTON stated he was employed by Brown & Root, Inc., (B&R)

at CPSES on two occasions. HAMILTON said that he was first employed as a
pipefitter's helper for 6 months starting May 1980. HAMILTON stated he left his
employment with B&R for about 9 months and returned in 1981 as a third class helper
on Bob MESSERLY'S pipe crew. HAMILTON stated he worked on this crew for 9 months

and left in the summer of 1982.

HAMILTON was asked whether he had ever usEd a Drillco "rebar eater" drill during his
' employment at CPSES. HAMILTON stated that he had used Hilti drills to cut through
concrete, but was not familiar with Drillco rebar eaters, and had not B er cut
through rebar. HAMILTON stated that when he hit rebar, he rclocated his hole.
HAMILTON stated that no'rmally his job involved grinding and working as a fitter's
helper on hangers. HAMILTON stated that he did not know of anybody who had made
unauthorized cuts through rebar at CPSES.

.

HAMILTON was asked if he remembered an instance in which the polar crane was used to
relocate part of the main steam line in Unit 1. HAMILTON stated he remembered the

instance because he was working on a hanger in Unit 1 on the day that the line was
relocated. HAMILTON stated that another crew was relocating the main steam line up
or down, but that he was not involved in the relocation. HAMILTON stated he

remembered that Red EVANS, one of the engineers, was involved in monitoring the
relocation of the main steam line.

HAMILTON was asked if he had ever used a torch to cut a hanger or had ever seen
anybody cutting a hanger with a torch. HAMILTON stated that the only time he had
ever seen anybody cut a hanger with a torch was in the early part of 1982 when Bob,

MESSERLY, the forman of his crew, used a torch to trim hanger number MS1005 on a
hanger on elevation 885 located near the hole out of containment. HAMILTON stated

2
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that this was a nuclear pipe support hanger which did not fit as it was supposed to
on the main steam line. HAMILTON stated that he remembered that Bob MESSERLY used a

torch to trim the top and the bottom of the hanger where it connected to the main
steam line. HAMILTON stated he remembered that Billy JONES,, another member of the
crew, also was involved in the cutting of the hanger. HAMILTON stated that after
MESSERLY had finished cutting the hanger, he was involved in the grinding of the
hanger to smooth the portion that had been cut. HAMILTON said he remembered that the
hanger was the proper fit' on the top and bottom after this alteration was made.

HAMILTON stated that there were no instances during his employment with B&R in which

he was intimidated or that anyone attempted to intimidate him into conducting his
,

,

work improperly. HAMILTON stated that he and his crew members were required to
c6nduct their work in accordance with procedures. -

,

I

.

.

.

%

+
'

END OF RESULTS OF INTERVIEW WITH RUSSELL HAMILTON ON NOVEMBER 2, 1983.
~

Signaturc: N. [dd4
H.BrooksGRIFFIN,I[dtigator
01 Field Office, Region IV

.
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. -RESULT OF INTERVIEW WITH J0E GRAY
' '

AS RECORDED-BY NRC INVESTIGATOR H. BROOKS GRIFFIN
.

ON NOVEMBER'3, 1983.

On November 3,1983;, Joe G Y,aformerBrown& Root (B&R)structuralwelderatthe
ComanchePeakSteamElectricStation(CPSES),wastelephonicallyinterviewedbyNRC

'

Investigator H. Brooks GRIFFIN. GRAY stated he had worked at CPSES two different-

times beginning in~ October 1975 until July 1977, and was r,ehired 18 months later and.

continued working until January 1983. .

GRAY stated that during his employment at CPSES, he never used a Hilti or Drillco
drill or made cuts throu' h rebar. GRAY also stated he was not present when the mairg

steam line was relocated using the polar crane. -

, .

GRAY stated he did not know of any. instances when torches .;ere used to cut hangers
except to scrap hangers on a design change. GRAY said that he was always instructed
by his supervisor to used'a grinder to make' alterations on hangers. ,'

GRAY stated that during the time he was employed at CPSES, nobody intimidated or

attempted to intimidate him into performing his work improperly. GRAY stated that
'

his foreman was Mike SANDERS, and that SANDERS never threatened or, intimidated.him.
,

!
'

END OF RESULTS OF INTERVIEW WITH J0E GRAY ON NOVEMBER 3, 1983.

Signature: [.
H. Brooks GRIFFIN, Investigator

p 01 Field Office, Region IV,

'
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RESULTS'0F INTERVIEW WITH BARRY KERF 00T

AS RECORDED BY NRC~ INVESTIGATOR R.K. HERR .

'0N NOVEMBER 8. 1983
- '

.-. .

'
.

On November 8,1983, Barry KERF 00T, a former Brown & Root (B&R)-ironworker at the
"

Comanc'he Peak Steam Electric Station (CPSES) was telephonically interviewed by NRC

Investigator R.K. HERR. KERF 00T stated he was employed at CPSES from July 1978 to
'

March 1979,.when he left B&R and went into business for himself. KERF 00T said that

his foreman was Robert MESSERLY.
.

'

KERF 00T said that while he was employed at CPSES, he was not aware of any

undocumented or unauthorized holes drilled through rebar. KERF 00T also said he was
unaware of the use of the polar crane to relocate the main steam line. KERF 00T

denied any knowledge of cuts made on hangers using torches.

KERF 00T said that while he was employed at CPSES, nobody intimidated him- or attempte:'

to intimidate him into conducting his work improperly. KERF 00Talso-s-iatedthathe
never heard MESSERLY say he had been intimidated, and said he had never heard of

'

anyone attempting to intimidate MESSERLY.

END OF RESULTS OF INTERVIEW WITH BARRY KERF 00T ON NOVEMBER 8 1983.
'

Signature:

R.K. HERR, Investigator

01 Field Office, Region IV
.
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| STATEMENT OF
.

Bi.lly Ray J0NES

v
.. - ..

'

I, Billy Ray JONES, hereby make the following voluntary statement to H. Brooks
,

GRIFFIN, who has identified himself to me as an Investigator with the U.S.

Nuclear Regulatory Commisssion. I make this statement freely, with no threats

or promises of reward having been made to me.

I was. employed as a Brown. & Root structural ironworker at the Comanche Peak

Steam Electric Station (CPSES) from September 1976 until June 1983. My foreman

on my hanger crew was Robert MESSERLY. .

.

I remember one occasion in which MESSERLY . instructed me to cut a 45 be.wd

completely around a piece on a large hanger using )a e
' g torch on elevation 885.

(my4e l'if.2 . <

I do not remember when I made this cut') bt it n; ;aan ef tcr ' " gar ':cr' M et
.(m yJe 4/5/c>o</.ce3

C-psf 5. I do not specifically remember the location or hanger n ber/, but I e/4
''could identify the hanger if I went back to the site. ,

After MESSERLY left his job at CPSES, Charles NEAGLE took over as foreman of my
' -

crew. I remember NEAGLE instructed me to make cuts using a torch on one of the

large hangers on elevation 885. I remember the hanger needed to be beveled.

. Again I do not recall the specific lo ption or identification of the hanger, but
oFF n R70"nzin%regimfe.l/ ,poFee+.

.

I could find it if I went on site. ,

GeraldLEMKEtookov) s foreman for NEAGLE, and I remember LEMKE instructed me
4, (the 5% e q5 < Soe)

to make a cut on a hanger on elevation 885 on a " kicker" for a full penetration
.

n

4
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weld. I remember Raymond HEABERT was the superintendent at that time,'and he
~

- was aware of the work.we were doing.
.

.. - . . ..

I remember that two anchions on elevation 885 near the stairs were cut with

torches _too deep, and (he cuts M built back up using welding material then
,

.

grgu down and smoothed. I N remember the identification of the
M$l odf-005 C7|t t a ad MS 100 4 ~00 *I C-7.;2 Sp .h s i .I . o/o , ov e+ t emef,.5, .

stanchions % the time when these cuts were made. I made Sonny RINER, the

superint dent, aware of these cuts before I left my employment with Brown &

I WW Y **' S' */ Z c.o ulol .s ho w 99 ,Ut9C /A)speforRoot.
%e e k c PS ive c]y S lJere |0* d ech 'g|e.Myw ere

Y'Za IDQ Wy er- 'n
' n I was made foreman over th;: crew, I also instructed my crew to makemu -

cuts on hangers using a torch. This was a regular practice by the crews,

bec'ause altering a hanger using a grinder took too long. When I was the,-

foreman, Larry DONUHUE was my general foreman and Ronnie JOHNSON was my

superinte , and they both knew we regularly made " field" cuts on hangers+

" % fer ukes .Z workeol Gr A%ser-ly v.d NesberYi
'using torches.g ke also used torches to heat pieces of h6ngers so they could be

bent to fit properly. I remember there were specific procedures restricti'$9 the

amount of heat we could apply to bend a hanger piece.
> -.
,

Most of membcr's of my crew used torches on hangers as occasions required. All ~g'#o rmg [Theprced[r.s
,.

of the cuts I made on hangers using a torch were " field" cuts.

, requird ud hangers that wsre to be cut down or removed were to be cut out ;

i~

using a grinder. I recall that " track torches" were used to make l' rations of |
4/So 4seo 7'A e Se /c/hangers in the " fab" shop, but I was nn mv/ (f /suncu 6 mose cuts.' I recall that

~ '~

i

> -

superintendents, HEABERT and DEAN, ordered saddles on certain hangers heated andt

i porto-power hydrolic jacks used to bend thgAetal to make it fit. I do not'

specifical-ly remember the identification of)these hangersqr the time which this.is1SI coy.on]
$f> '< (m <yse on e o f 1% , ms

en
| was done.

.
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I do not know if all the cuts made on these large hangers on elevatiori 885 were

authorized. I am not personally aware of any Component Modification Cards
:

(CMCs) or Design Change Authorizations (DCAs) authorizjng,these cuts, but they

may have been authorized. I' knew they were allowed to alter the hangersTin h
'

" fab" shop by procedure, but I did not know if it was allowed in the field.
4

Following my interview with Investigator GRIFFIN on the sub' ject of intimidati
. . . N uer NYoA | ' 'earlier in 1983, I was quizzed by a general foreman, a snag.,d ?a nct cca...ccrim

Me n eo . I believe the Brown & Root employees were placed under pressure by

Brown & Root management by this practice. I also believe that Stanley

WILLIAMSON, a former Borwn & Root employee was threatened with termination by a
kcherf Messer\ |A.bYBrown & Root supervisorgand late quite his job t.nd moved to Houston. I"^<

f/' rekehr % +Ged uns ov e r- +4e exc e s siv t J *-p /^' Y h E &me AW'Ae '

....a,ewhentheint] dent {N /,$/d J~ <, a b c t h ; 4. 6 .. a , th; . ec.m. .ir the

occurred. #o m.-/ 4N W .f y

I have read the foregoing statement consisting of 3 typed pages. I have made

and intiialed any necessary corrections and have signed my name in ink in ' het

margins of each page. I swear that the foregoing statement is truce and

correct. Signed November 22, 1983.* *

s

/
/ .

Billy Ray Jones

,

Subscribed and sworn before me this 22nd day of November 1983 in Granbury,

Texas.

#AA '

--
.

H. Brooks Griff
,

.

.


