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October 1, 1992
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Dr. Thomas E. Murley, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attn: Document Control Desk
Mail Station P1-137
Washington, DC 20555

'

Subject: Duane Arnold Energy Center
Docket No: 50-331
Op. License No: DPR-49

'

Response to NRC Bulletin No. 92-01,
Supplement 1

Reference: 1) NRC Bulletin No. 92-01, Supplement
1: Failure of Thermo-Lag 330 Fire
Barrier System to Perform Its

runction,Specified Fire Endurance <

(Aug. 28, 1992)
2) Letter from J. Franz (Iowa

Electric) to T. Murley (NPC',
" Response to NRC Bulletin No.
9 2 - 01 " , NG- 9 2 -318 4, (July 23, 1992)

Fil3: A-101a, P-72a
<

Deat Dr. Murley:

This letter provides Iowa Electric Light and Power Company's
(IELP's) response to Supplement 3 to NRC Bulletin No. 92-01
(Reference 1). This supplement expantis the scope of the original
Bulletin to include all applications of pre-formed Thermo-Lag 330
panels and conduit chapes used for protection and separation-of
safe shutdown equipment.

Reference 1 requested that licensees take two actions and submit
a report to the NRC Staff. These requests and our responses are
discussed below.

Requestrd Action

1. For those plants that use either 1- or 3-hour pre-formed
ThetTao-Lag 330 panels and conduit shapw. identify the areas
of_the plant which have Thermo-Lag 330 fire barrier material
installed and determine the plant areas whicn use this
material for the protection and separation of the' safe
shutdown capability.
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1ELP Ronr>nnnn !

IAs stated in Feference 2, the DAEC staff has identified all
areau of our plant where Thermo-Lag 330 fire barrier
naterial is installed and has determinea the areas which use
this matu' rial f or the protection and separation of saf e

;
nhutdown capability.

'

Pomu W od Arrinn
-,

2. In those plant areas in which Thermo-Lag fire barriers are !

uoed in raceways, walls, ceilings, equipment enclosures, or. ,

other areas to protect cable trays, conduits, or separate
'

redundant safe shutdown functions, the licensee shou]:1
implement, i n accordance with plant procedures, the !

appropriate compensatory measures, such as fire watches, I

consistent with those that would be implemented by.either
the plant technical specifications or the operating. license
for_an inoperable fire bartder. These compensatory measures i

'

should remain in place until the licensee can declare the
fire barriers operable on the basis of applicable tests
which demonstrate successful 1- or 3-hour barrier ..,
performance.

,

1 E L P R o n n o n P,.f;

The DAEC staff has identified all areas specified in the
above requested action. We have also identified areas where
pre-formed Thermo-Laq panels.are used for structural steel

,

fire proofing. Since these applications are used to protects

safe shutdown capability, we have considered them to be ';
within the scope of Reference 1. !

The DAEC Technical Specifications TS) require.the following
.'

'

compensat ory measures for inoperable fire barriers .in the
areas identified above:

1) if there are no operable fire detectors in the area,
'

establii. a continuous fire watch within one hour, or

2) if there are operable tire detectors on one side of the >

inoperable barrier, verify operability of: the fire
detectors and establish an hourly fire watch within one |
hour. f
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Dr. Thomw E. Mutley
,

Oct aber 1, 199?
IE;- 9 ? 4468

luge 1

in al1 al can dincussed abo'/e, including those invelving
;t2uctuial steel, compensatory measurea were immediately
.ni t iat ed upon identification. Areas previously identified
in Referonco 2, s a result of t he original !JRC Bulletin 110.
92~01, alteady had compennatory neasures in place.

Fire det ect ion systema oxist which sitasfy DAEC TS
tequireu nts for all aren identified in this letter,
There!ote, con.pensatory n.ec sures .in these arean consisted of
e',tabl]3hing hautly filo watch-

P,.rpia e .r} |1, q u g t-

Eo c,' licensee who han installed Thermo-Lag 330 fire barriers must
inform the iiiRC in writing within 30 days of receiving this
bulletin +upplement, whether or not it has taken the above
actioon. Whut e fire barriera are declared inoperable, the
licensee 1 :, r equi r ed t o deact ihe thc neasures being taken to
ensure or testole fire barrier operability. These measures
;hould be con s i n t. e n t with actions t aken in response to Bulletin
9?-01

1FLP Po tu nns-

By thit letter we are notifying the IJRC t hat the actions
requi1ed have been taken. As stated in reterence 2, t.he
DAEC staff 1s reviewing ou: Thermo-Lag fire barrier system
inst allat ions and bases. We will continue to monitor
curr ent indust ry t esting for new data that should be applied -

LO out Thermo-Lag installations and are actively
pat t icipating in IJUMARC ef forts to reach a final 'esolution.

If you have any questions, please contact this, office,

r
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Di . Thomaa E, Mutley
October 2, 199?
IF3-92-4408
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Thin letter it true and accurate to the best of. my knowledge and
be l i e f. ,

IOWA ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER ';OMPANY

'

| /
By. .__ d/T f/14_'N

J ohn F'. FrdnE,' Jr. --

'

'!'icePresident, Nuclear
St atm of Iowa
(County) of Linn

!/ 8 Id 'day ofSigned and sworn to br tore me on this .,

Y/1dALG-|t-
''1992, by ) Ab ,_..

b . ...(f[h0V-% ,_A
~ '/ ). hjfjdj[.6./Q0..;

~

Notar' Public in and for the State of Iowa

.s- |Jh!Lbid0pf !Y
_

Commiacion Expires

JFF/JMD/pjv~ -

cc: M. Davis
J. Et t man
L. Liu
L. Root
R. McGaughy
C. Shiraki (NRC-NRR)
A. Bert David (Region III)
NRC Resident oflice
DCRC

-- _- __-- _ __ _ -


