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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
REGION |V

411 RYAN PLAZA DRIVE SUITE &00
ARLINGTON, TEXAS 760118064

T -5 g

Docket No, 50-458
License No, NPF-47

Gulf States Utilities 1
ATTIN: James C. Deddens
Senior Vice President (RBNG)
P.O. Box 220 }
St. Francisville, Louisiana 70775
l

Gentlemen:
SUBJECT: LICENSING EXAMINATIONS AT RIVER BEND STATION

In a telephone conversatior between Mr. R. Jackson of your staff and

S. McCrory, Chief Examiner, arrangements were made frr the administration of
licensing examinations at River Bend Station. The examinations are scheduled
for the week of January 25, 1993. Due to the short lead time followiny the
final issuancs of Revision 7 to NUREG-1021, “Operacor Licensing Examiner
Standards.", tne examination: will be developed and administered u:.ng the
appropriate criteria from Revision 6.

To meet the above schedule, we request that you furnish tne reference material
listad in Encle~. e 1, "Reference Material Requirements for Reactor/Senior
Reactor Opera.or Licansing Examinations,” 90 days prior to the Jate of the
examination. |f approved, pregerly bour ', and indexed reference material is
not received at least 60 days before the examinations, <xaminations may be
rescheduled. Mr. Jackson has been advised of our reference material
requirements and the address where each set of reference material is to be
mailed.

You are responsible for providing adequate space and accommodations for
sdministrat ‘on of the written examinations. cnclosure 2, “Requirements for
Administration of Written txaminations,” describes our requirements for
conducting these examinatioms. Mr. Jackson has also been informed of these
requirements,

Enclosure 3 contains the NRC Rules and Guidelines that will be in effect
during the administration of the written examination. The facility management
is respon<:. o for ensuring that all applicant: are aware of these riles.

The facii s staff's review of (he written examinations will be conducted in
accordance with requirements specified in Enclosure 4, "Requirements for
Facility Review of Written Examinations." Mr. Jackson has been informed of
these requirements,
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To document simulator examinations effectively, the "hief Examiner will have
the sinmulator operator record predetermined plant conditions (e.g., plant
pressure, temperature, pressurizer level, etc.) for each simulator scenario,
The applicarts will be responsible for providing this .~furmation with any
appeal of the simulatar operating examination. Therefore, your training staff
should retain the original simulator examination scenario infarmation until
all applicants whc took examinations have passed the operating examination,
accepted the denial of their license, or filed an appeal.

Preliminary reactor operator and senior reactor operator license applications
should be submitted to veach this office at least 39 days before the first
examination date so that we will be able to review the training and experience
of the candidates, proces: the medical rertifications, and prepare final
examiner assignments after applicant eligibility has been determined. If the
applications are not received at least 20 days beferc the examination date, it
is likely that a postponement will be necessary. Final sigred applications
certifying that ail training has boen cumpleted shall be sutmitted at least 14
days before the first examination date,

This request was previously covered by Office of Managemant ar? Buaget (OMB)
Clearance Number 3150-0'01, which expired May 31, 1992. A request fer a
clearance extension has been submi*ted to OMB and is expected to be granted.
The estimated average burden is 7.7 hours per response, including gathering,
copying and mailing the required material. Send comments regarding this
burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing this burden, to the Information and Records
Management B-anch, Division of Information Support Services, Office of
Information Resources Management, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, D.C. 20555; and to the Paperwork Reduction Project (3150-0101),
Office of Information and Requlatory Affairs, NE OB-3019, Office of Management
and Budget, Washington, D.C. 20503.

Thank you for your consideratior in this matter. I[f you have any questions
regarding *he examination proce . es and requirements, please contact
Mr. J. L. Pellet, Chief Opeirator Licensing Section, at (817) B60-8159.

Sincergly,

/‘/\—.
A. Bil) Beach,|0frecyor
Division of Reactor~Projects

Enclosures:

1. Refrrence Material kequirements
for Reactor/Senior Reactor Operator
Licersing Examinations

?. Requirements for Administration

of Written Examinations
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3. Procedures for the Administration of

Written Examinations
4. Requircments for Facility Review
of Written txaminatling

cc w/enclosures:
Gu!f States Utilities
»TTh;: Ron Thurow, Nuclya
Training Director
P.0. Box 220
St. Frencisville, Louisiana 7. /5
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bee w/enclosures:

beec distrib, by RIV:

J. L. Milhoan, RA Section Cnief (DRP/C)
RIV File L. Hurley
Il Miller, TTC DRS (J. L. Pellet)

D. Pickett, NRR Project Manager (M.: 13-H-1%)
Licenspe. & Debt Lollection Branch, ATIN: Lean Tremper (MNRE 4503)
QB

hief Examiner (.. L. mcCrory)
L.

Chief Examiner Reading File (L. Berger)
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bee w/enclosures:
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J. L. Milnoan, RA Section Chief (DRP/C)
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L. Miller, TIC DRS (J. L. Pellet)

D. Pickett, NRR broject Manager (MS: 13-H-15)

Licensee & Debt Coiiection Branch, ATTN: leah Tremper (MNBB 4503)
bcc to DMB (1€£42)

Chief cxaminer (S. L. McCrory)

Chief txaminer Reading File (L. Berqer)
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gNCI.OSURE 1

REFERENCE MATER(AL REQUIREMENTS FOR REACTOR/SENIOR REACTOR
OPERATOR LICENSING EXAMINATIONS

Existing learning objectives, Jou Perfornince Measures (JPMs), student
handouts a-. lesson plans (inclnding training manuals, plant orientation
manual, system descriptions, reactor theory, thermodynamics, etc.).

A copy ot the facility Job and Task Analysis (JTA) specifying the
knuwledges and abilities requi.ed of an operato. at the facility. Each
particular knowledge and/or ability will include an importance rating
correlating it to ensuring the heaith and safety of the public. If a
JTA is not furnished, the Knowledges and Abilities Catalog for Nuclear
Power Plant Operators, NUREG 1122 (1123) will be used to establisn
content validity for the examination,

All JPMs uzed to ascertain the cumpetence of the operators in performing
tasks within the control roum complex and, as id2avified in the facility
JTAs, outside of the control room (i.e., local operations).

Training materials shall include all substantive written ~aterial used
for preparing applicants for initial RO and -~ J licensing. The written
material shall include learning cbjectives and the detai?s presented
during lectures, rather than outlines. Training materials shall be
ident:fied by plant and unit, bound, and indexed. Failure to provide
complete, properly bound and indexed plant reference material may resul’
in the return of the material and delay of the examination. Trainirg
materials which include t'e following shall be provided:

- System descriptions including description of all operationally
relevant flow paths, components, controls, and instrumentation.
Syster training material should draw parallels to the actuel
procedures used for operating the applicable system.

9 Complete and operationally useful descriptions of all
safety-system interactiont and, where available, BOP system
interactions under emergency and abnormal conditions, including
consequences of anticipated operator error, maintenance error, and
equipment failure.

» Training rateria)l used to clarify and strengthen understanding of
emergency operating procedures,

Complete Procedure Index (including surveillance procedures, etc,)

A1l adrinistrative procedures (as «pplicabie to reactor operation or
safety)

All integrated plant procedures (normal or gereral operating procedures)

fmergency procedures {(emergency instruct ias, abnormal or special
procedures)
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pump, turbine generator, or major valve (e.g., drifting shut of a
mair, feedwater control valve)

e. An identification of nodeling conditions/problems that may impact
the examination

f. Identification of any known performance test discrepancies not yet
corrected

g. Idencificati- of differences between the simulator and the

reference plant’s control room

h, Copies of facility generated scenarios that expose .he appiicants
to situations of decreased pressure control (F4R), degraded heat
removal capability (PWR and BWR), and containment challenges (PWR
and BWR) may be provided (voluntary by licensee)

i, Simulator instructor’s manual (voluntary by licensee)

J. Description of the scenarios used for the training cl:ss
(voluntary by licensee)

18. Additional material required by the vx»miners to develop examinations
that meet the requirements of NUREG-1C:., "Operator Licensing Examiner
Standards and the regulations.”

The above reference material shall be approved, final issues and shall be so
marked. If a plant has not finalized some of the material, the Chief Examiner
shall verify with the facility.that the wost complete, up-to-date material is
available and that agreement has been reached with the licensee for limiting
changes before the administration of the examination. All procedures and
reference material shall be bound with appropriate indices or tables of
contents so that they can be used efficiently. Failure to prov.te complete,
properly bound, and indexed plant reference material could result in
cancellation or rescheduling of the examinations.
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ENCLOSURE ¢
REQUIRFMENTS FOR ADMINISTRATION OF WHITTEN cXAMINATIONS

A single room shall be provided for administration of the writtea
exanination, The Tocation of this room and supportin? restroom
facilities shali be such as to pi *vent contact with all other facility
and/or contractor personnel during the writtea ex?2rination. 1f
necessary, the facility should make arrangements for the use of a
suitsbie room at a local school. motel, or other building. Obtaining
this room is the responsibility of the licensee.

Minimum spacing 15 required to e¢nsore examination integrity as
determined by the Chief txaminer. Minimum spacing should be oue
apulicant per table, with a 3-foot .pace between tables,

Suitable arrangements shall be mage by the facility if the applicanis
are to have lunch, coffee, or ather refreshments. These arrangements
shall comply with Item | above and shall be reviewed Ly the examiner
and/or proctor,

The facility licensee shal) provide pads of 8 1/2- by ll-inch 1ined
paper i1 unopened packages for each applicant's use in cowpleting the
examina.ion, The examines tha!l distribute these pads to *he
applicants.

Applicants may bring pens, .encils, calculators, or slide rules into the
examination room. (~ly black ink or dark pencils should be used for
writing answers te J - ‘tions.

The licensee shall provide one .2t of steam tables far each applicant,
The proctor shall distrifute the steam tables to the arplicants. No
wall charts, models, and/or other training materials shall be present in
the examination room. No other equipment or reference material shall be
allowed unless provided by the procter.
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ENCLOSURE 4
REQUIREMENTS FOR FACILITY REVIEW OF WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS

At the option of the .hief Examiner, the facility may review the written
examination up to 2 weeks prior to its administration. This review may
take place at the facility or in the Regional .ffice. The review will
be cond cted using the same material sent to the NRC for cxamination
generation purposes. The Chief Examiner will coovdmnate the details of
the review with the facility. An NAC examiner will alway. be available
during the review.

Whenever this option of examination review is utilized, the facility
reviewers shall sign the following statement prior to being allowed
access to the examipation. lhe gxamination or written notes will not be
retained by the facility

a, Pre<Examination Security Agreement

i acknowledge that | have acguired specialized
knowT"age concerning the examination scheduled for at

__as of the date of my signature below. | agree
that T will not knowingly divulge any information concerning this
examination to any unauthorized persons. 1 understand that | am
not to participate in any instruction involving those applicants
scheduled to be administered the aoove examination from this date
until after the examination has been administered. [ further
understand that viclation of the conditions of this agreement may
result in the examination being canceled and/or enforcement action
against myself or the facility licensee by whom | am employed or
represent.,

Signature/Date

In addition, the facility staff reviewers will sign the following
statement after the written examination has been administered.

b. Post-Examination Security Agreement

I did rot, to the bes* of my knowledge,
divulge any information concerning the examinations administered
during the week of __at to any
unauthorized persons. [ did not parcicipate In providing any
instruction to those applicants who werce administered the
examination from the date [ entered into this security agreement
until the completion of examination administration.

Signature/Date




NOTES:

Regardiess of wk-ther the above examination review option is exercised,
immedictely following the administration of the written examination, the
facility sta*f shall be provided a marked up copy of the examination and
the answer key, The copy of the written examination shall include pen
and ink changes inade to questions during the examination administration.

If the facility did not review the examinatron prior to its
administration, they will have & working days from the day ot the
written examinattion to submit forma! comments., If the facility reviewed
the examination prior to its administration, any additional comments
must be given to an examiner prior to his/her leaving the site at the
end of the week of the written examination administration, In either
case, the comments will be addressed to the responsible Regional office
by the highest level of corporate management for plant operations (e.g.,
Vice President for Nuclear Operations). A copy of the submittal will be
forwarded to the Chief Examiner, as appropriate. Comments not submitted
within the required time frame will be considered for inclusion in the
qrading process on a case-by-case basis by the Regional Office Section
Chief. Should the comment submittal desd!ine not be met, a long delay
in grading the examinations may accur,

The following format should be adhered to for submittal of specific
comments:

2, Listing of WNRC question, answer and reference
b. Facility comment /recommendation
- Reference (to suppocst facility comment)

1. No change to the examination will be made without submittal of
a reference Lo support the facility comment. Any suprorting
documentation that was not previously supplied, should be
provided,

2, Comments made without & conrise facility recommendation will not
be addressed.

A 2-hour post-examination review may be held at the discretion of the
Chief Examiner. [r this review is held, the facility staff should be
informed that only written comments that are properly supported will be
considered in the grading of the examination.




