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KEM0KANDUM 70: Region 111 Tiles (Perry 1 and 2)~

TR,0M:
M. L. Gildner, Perry Senior Resident inspector (Construction)

ALLEGATION TROM A TERMININATG VELDING INSPECTOR TRAINEESt%)ECT:

On Monday October 24, 1983, I was contacted at the Perry Resident Inspector
Office by a Mr. Phillip C. Eendrickson. Mr. Eendrickson stated that he had

He had beenbeen a velding inspector in-training for L. K. Cocstock (LKC).
ecployed with LEC for approximately three weeks (actual dates were

h October 20, 19E3) and bad recently been terrir.ated.September 27, 1983 throuE
.

Mr. Eendrickson said that while he was in the field with a certified welding
inspector gettinE on-the-job training he had asked a question concerninE theHe stated thatlack of saterial tracebility numbers on electrical hangers.
the inspector told him not to worry about it-ERC had locked at it and said it

Be stated that he asked a similiar question during awas acceptable.
classroom training session and the instructor answered with a statement to the
ef fect of "Do you knew what the traceability requirements for safety-Class 11
are?" Ee further stated that he then asked to talk to the LKC QC ManaEer.
Mr. Dick Bever, and addressed his question to him. He stated that he was
told that traceability numbers were not required and had been looked at by the

I wasMr. Eendrickson then asked to talk to the NRQ Resident inspector.ERC.
in the Regional Office and unavailable, so Mr. Bever asked if Mr. Bendrickson

Mr. Jim Kerr,would like to talk to a Ferry Project /C.E.1. representative.
Unit Supervisor, CQS came over and talked to him and presented essentially the

Mr. Bendricksonsame explaination of the material traceability requirements.
was then terminated for being " unable to adopt to LKC's program."

I asked Mr. Rendrickson about his background. He stated he had approximately
seven (7) years experience, mostly with pipios and had come from
WPPSS/Hanford, Washington, where there had been numerous material traceability

I then explained the material traceebility requirements forproblems.
electrical hangers at the Ferry facility and essentially supported the
previous explanations he had received.

Mr.' Bendrickson stated that he felt be had been intimidated by the way his
questions were treated. Be also stated that he felt he had been-terminated
for requesting to talk with the NRC. I advised him to contact the Department

.

of Labor or the Federal Labor Zelations Board. I informed Mr. Bendricksonnt and I
that D.O.L. had ruled on an intim*4ation case at the Marble Billi

would get him the particulars. I man arrangenints for Mr. Bend son to

call my office on Thursday October 27, 1983, and I would tell him of my
preliminary investigations into bia charges.
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On Tuesday October 25, 1983, the LRC QC Manager, Mr. Bower, came to my site
office voluntarily and discussed with me the LRC point of view relating to
the recent termination of a Mr. Phillip Bendrickson and the resignation of

i a Mr. Steve Balars. A copy of the termination papers for Mr. Eendrickson
was given to me and is attached to this file. Mr. Bever essentially col-'

~laborated Mr. Hendrickson's story relating to his saterial traceability
,

concerns. Mr. Bever indicated that Mr. Eendrickson was terninated due to
his continued refusal to accept the ansvers to his question and a further
review of his work history with previous employers. ,

1

On Thursday October 27, 1983, Mr. Rendrickson called my office once again. I

informed hir. that I had heard LRC's '' side of the story." I reconfirned ry

answer for his saterial traceability concern and said that my zajor area of
concern was the tirseliness of his teruination af ter requesting to talk with
the NRC. I asked Mr. Bendrickson about his contacting D.O.L. He stated that
they had infors.ed him that they did not have resources to look into this type

,

of case. I told him to recontact D.O.L. and reference D.O.L. Case 83-EEA-5
concerning a Mr. Melbert J. Landers at the Marble Hill Station.
Mr. Eendrickson relayed to se an additional incident which occurred while he
was in-training. He stated that LKC Corporate QA Mar.aSer, Mr. Bob Marino,
told a group of training inspectors that "If I tell you ser.ething is black and
white and you see it as orange, then it is black and white." Ee stated that
most of the events he had described could be colaborated by another inspector;

in-training, a Mr. Bill Cauntly.;

I thanked Mr. Rendrickson for his information and told hit that the
intimidation practices of LKC would be referred for Regional follevup along
with some other similar concerns (namely those identified by the Construction.

Appraisal Team Report 50-440/83-31; 50-441/83-30). I informed his that it
afght be some time before the Regional investigatio'n may occur due to backlog

; and higher priorities and asked his for a phone number of a f riend or relative

| who should be svare of his whereabouts ao that the investigators could get in

contact with ,his if they needed. Be stated that he would get in contact withi

I se later with a contact phone number.

Mr. Bendrickson contacted the Cleveland Plain Dealer Newspaper and they ran a
story on his situation on Saturday, November 19, 1983. On the day prior to
the story appearing, the reporter, Mr. James Lawless, called my office and
relayed what Mr. Eendrickson had told him. As Mr. Bendrickson's identity had
been divulged by him, ~1 confirmed that Mr. Eendrickson had talked with myself
and that the NRC would be looking into the allegations.

On:9ednesday, November 23, 1983, the licensee informed my office that based on
the newspaper article of November 19, 1983, they were inviting Mt. Eendrickson
to discuss with C.E.I. Management his concerns in detail. I stated that I had ,

no objections to the interview.
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On Vednesday Noveel.er 30, 1963, Mr. Hendrickson phoned my of fice to tell us*

that he was returning to Vashingt ste and sist us a contact phone number
(mother-in-lav). &through which he could be reached - - - -

Mr. Charles Weil of the Region lla Of fice was"PPFrent and conducted a brief
phone interview with Mr. Eendrickson. His frterview is docusented in a
separate..meno to file. Mr. Rendrickson sentioned that he had talked to a
Mr. Tos Devine of C.A.P.

I have done no further investigation into t)e personnel practices of
L. K. Coustock Engineerint Co. and recotret.d that these concerns be addressed
with the Regional follevup to the CAT Report concerns in the area of. QC
inspector effectiveness.

.

fr f.| fr Q3|

M. L. Cildner
Senior Resident Inspector

ec: C. Veil .

E. Favlik
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