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MIMORANDUY TO: FRegion 111 Filee (Perry ) snéd 2)
FRO¥: M. 1. Giléner, Perry Senjor Resident Jopspector (Construction)
SUBJECT: ALLECATION FROM A TERMININATED WVELDING INSPECTOR TRAINEE

On Morday October 24, 1983, 1 wes contacted st the Perry Resident Inspector
Office by 8 Mr. Phillip C. Bendrickson. WMr. Eendricksor stated that he had
beer & velding dnspector ip-trsiviog for 1. K. Cocstock (LKC). Be had been
exployed with LRC for spproximately three weeks (actual dstes wvere

Septecber 27, 193 through October 20, 1963) and baé tecently been terzirated.

¥r. Bendrickson said that while he wes ip the field with & certified velding
ivepector getting on-the-job training be had sched a question concerning the
lsck of waterial trscebility puzbers on electrical hangers. Be stated that
the ipspector told hiz mot to worry about {t-KRC bad loched at it and seid it
wes scceptable. He stated that he atked » siziliar question during &
clessroor treining sesefon and the instruvctor arevered with a statement to the
effect of "Do you know what the tracesbility requirements for sefety-Class 11
ere?" Ee further stated that he then asked to telk to the LEC QC Manager,

Mr. Dick Bower, snd sdéressed his question to him, He steted that he was

told that tracesbility numbers were mot required and ha¢ been looked at by the
KRC. Mr. Hendrickson thep asked to telk to the KRC Resident Inspector. 1 was
in the Regional Office and unavaileble, so ¥r. Bover asked if Mr. BHendrickson
wvould like to telk to s Perry Project/C.E.1. representative. Mr. Jiz Kerr,
Unit Supervisor, CQS came over and talked to hiz end presented essentially the
same explainstion of the materisl tracesbility requirements. Mr. Bendrickson
vas then terminsted for being "unsble to adopt to LXC's program.”

1 asked Mr. Bendrickson about his background. Be stated he had approximately
seven (7) years experience, mostly with piping and bad come from
WPPSS/Ranford, Washington, where there had been Dumerous meterial tracesbility
problems. 1 then explained the meterial tracesbility requirements for
electrical hangers at the Perry facility and essentially supported the
previous explanations he had received.

Mr. Bendrickson stated that he felt be had been intimidated by the way bis
questions vere treated. Bc also stated that he felt he had been: terminated
for requesting to talk with ‘he NRC. 1 advised him to contact the Department
of Labor or the Federal Labor Jelatione Bosrd. T informed Mr. Bendrickson
that D.0.L. bad ruled on an intim:4ation case st the Marble Bill piant and 1
would get him the particulars. I wsc. arrangeménts for Mr. Bend son to
call wy office on Thursday October 27, 1983, and I would tell him of wy
preliminary iovestigations into his -charges.

02120375 840823 '
2R~ FOIA :
HIATTBA-142 PDR 7



Region 111 Files 2 :‘ﬁr

-
N
e

On Tuesdey October 25, 1983, the LXC QC Manager, VMr. Bover, came to my site
office voluntarily and discuseed with me the LEC point of view relating to
the recent ternination of a Mr. Philldp Bendrickeon srd the vresigcetion of
s Mr., Steve Balazs. A copy of the terzinstion pepers for Mr. Bendrickeon
vas given to me and is attached to this file. WMr. Bover essentially col-
laborated Mr. Hendrickson's story relatiny to his meterial traceability
concerns. FMr. Bover indicated thet Mr, Bendrickeon vas teruinsted due to
his continued refussl to sccept the ansvers to his question enéd a further
reviev of his work history with previous employers.

On Thureday October 27, 1983, Mr. Rendrickson called my office once agsin. 1
informed hir thet 1 hed heard LRC's “"eide of the story.”" 1 reconfirmed vy
snever for hies materisl tracesdility concern ané szid that my major arez of
corcern wes the timeliness of hie terninstion after requestiog to talk with
the NRC. 1 seked Mr. Beondrickeon sbout his contacting D.O.L. BEe stated that
they had informed him that they ¢iéd not have resources to look into this type
of case. 1 told him to recontact D.O.L. anéd reference D.O.L. Cese B3-EF2-5
concerning & Mr, Melbert J. Lencders at the Marble Kill Ststion.

¥r. Hendrichkeor relsyed teo me ar additfore]l dncident vhich occurred while he
vae in-trairing. He stated that LKC Corpcrate QA Mareger, Mr, Bob Marine,
told 2 group of training dnspectors that "If 1 tell you scvething s black and
wvhite and you see 1t ae oraoge, then it 45 black and vhite.," BEe stated that
meet of the events he had deecribed could be coleaborsted by another inspector
jo-training, s Mr. Bill Cauntly.

1 thanked Mr. Rendrickson for his information end told hiz that the
intimidation practices of LKC would be refzrred for Regiorel followup slong
vith some other sizilar concerns (namely those identified by the Construction
Appredisal Teau Report 50-440/83-31; 50-441/83-30). 1 informed him that it
zight be some time before the Regional investigation mzy occur due to backlog
and higher priorities and asked hie for a phone number of a friend or relstive
who should be evare of his vhereabouts so that the iovestigstors coulé get in
contact with hiz 4f they peeded. BEe stated that he would get ip contact with
we later with a contact phone number.

Mr. Bendrickeon contacted the Clevelend Plain Dealer Newspeper and they ran @
story on his situstion on Saturdey, November 19, 1983. On the day prior to
the story appearing, the reporter, Mr. James Lavless, celled my office and
relayed vhat Mr. Bendrickeon had told him. As Mr. Bendrickson's identity had
been divulged by hiw, 1 confirmed that Mr. Beodrickson bhad talked with myself
and that the NRC would be looking into the allegstions.

On Vednesday, Fovember 23, 1983, the licensee informed my office that based on
the pewvspaper article of November 19, 1983, they were inviting Mi. Bendrickson
to discuss with C.E.I. Management his concerns in detsil. I stated that I had
po objections to the interview, ’
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On Vednesday Koverler 30, 1563, Pr. Wendrickson phoned wy office to tel) us
thet he was veturning to Vashington Siste and 4 us 8 contact phone number
through which he couvlé be rcoched’ - pother-fo-lav). o

Mr. Charles Weil of the Region 111 Office vu'ﬂ'ﬁunt and conducted o brief
phone interview with Mr, Eendrickeon. His interviev is documented In a
separate wemo to file. Mr, BRendrickeon gentioned that he hal talked to @
Mr. Toz Devive of C.A.P,

1 heve done no further dnvestigstion into t'e personnel practices of
L. K. Comstock Engineering Co. anc veconzend that these concerns be adlresced
with the Regional followup to the CAT Report concerns io the ares of QC

inspector effectiveness.

M. L. Giléner
Sernior Resident Inspector

ce: C. Veil
E. Fevilik
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