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GCULE STATEDS UINLITIES COMPANY

September 28, 1992
RBG- 375223 |
File No. G9.5, GY .33 4 |

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555

Gentlemen:
River Bend Station - Unit 1

This letter provides th: Culf States Utilities Company (GSU) response to Generic Letter (GL)
0204 "Resolution of the (ssues Related to Reactor Vessel Water Level Instrumentation in BWRs
Pursuant to 10 CFR 50.54(N". This generic letter requestad information to assess the adequacy
of and corrective actions for BWR water level instrumentation with respect 1o the effects of
noncondensable gases on system operation.  The attachment to this letter furnishes the action
items listed in the GL and provides the River Bend Station response to each item.

If you have any questions regarding this response, please contact Mr. Leif L. Dietrich of my
stafl at (504) 381-4866.

Sincerely,

Manager - Oversight
Kiver Bend Nuclear Group
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UNITED BTATES OF AMERICA
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMIBSION

SBTATE OF LOUIBIANA )
PARISBH OF WESBT FELICIANA )

Docket No., 50~458
In the Matter of )

GULF BTATES UTILITIES COMPANY )
(River Dend Btation ~ Unit 1)

AFFIDAVIT

W. H. Odell, being duly sworn, states that he is a Manager-
oversight for Culf States Utilities Company; that he is authorized
on the part of said company to sign and file with the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission the documents attached ! ereto; and that all
such documents are true and correct to the best of his knowledge,
information and belief.

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a Notary Public in and for

the State and Parish above named, this J§* day of
_ e Dl vl S , 194,/ . My Commission expires with Life.

‘A, ;,U.\;\ Ao . r \«} <u‘\.
Claudia F. Hurst

Notary Public in and for
West Feliciana Parish, Louisiana




Attachment

The following information represents the GSU response to the specific Requested Actions in the
genenic letter for River Bend Station (RBS).

Requested Action |

In light of potential errors resulting from the effects of noncondensable gas, each licensee
should determine:

i The impact of potential Jevel indication errors on automatic safety system
response during all Licensing basis transients ana accidents,

‘ The supact 0F puletibiad Jevel mication erors on operatod s short and long term
actions during and after all licensing basis accidents and transients;

¢ The impact of potential level indication errors on operator actions prescribed in
emergency operating procedures or other affected procedures not covered in (b).

Response

I a

1 b

The BWR Owners’ Group (BWROG) provided to the NRC a report on BWR Reactor
Vessel Water Level Instrumentation, Revision 1, dated August 28, 1992, This repont
addresces the safety impact of potential water level indication errors on automatic system
response during all licensing basis transients and accidents.  This analysis basis is
contained in Section 6.0 Safety Analysis of the report and is summarized in Section 2.2
Plant_Responses 1o Postulated Accident Scenarios.  The information in the BWROG
report is applicable to the design ot RBS; this conclusion is based on our review of the
report and the evaluation made by General Electric as contained in Attachment 2 10 the
report. GSU recognizes that there are difrerences between the design of BWR plants and
systems; however, our review of the report and the Attachment 2 conclusions reinfore.
GSU’s general undcremuding thal the basic plant response to the design basis transients

and aecident events s sufficiently sim''ar to the plant specific response 1o obviate the
need for additional plam unique detailed re-analy.es. Tnis evaluation is sufiiciently
conservative to bound the results expected for RBS plant specific analysis

The BWROG report addresses, in Section 6.9 Operator Responses, the operator actions
that could be anticipated in response to potential water level indication errors. In the
short term the report discusses in Section 6.0 that the automatic <afety actions will be
perfc med as necessary.  Additional guidance has been provided to plant operations
personnel as a result of the BWROG Emergency Procedures Committee (EPC)
recommendation letter, dated August 19, 1992, At RBS this sensitizing guidance was
included in the oporators requalification training module currently being administered.










