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MEMORANDUM FOR: Robert J. Doda, State Agreements Of ficer, Region IV

FROM: Myu A. Campbell, State Agreements Officer, Region I

SUBJECT: IMPROPERLY PACKAGED RADIOGRAPHY SOURCE

On January 26,1983, a 200 Curie iridium-192 radiography source shipped by
Gulf Nuclear Corporation of Webster, Texas was received by a New York State
licensee, Nuclear Energy Services, Inc., Oswego, New York. Surveys of the
package indicated radiation levels in excess of DOT limits (non-routine event
notice 83-04). The enclosed letter from Nuclear Energy Services, Inc. to the
State of New York Department of Labor documents the surveys of this package as
received. It appears that the high radiation levels resulted from a defect in
the package shielding.

Please provide this information to the State of Texas so that they can pursue
this matter with Gulf Nuclear. I

A
IMyu A. C pbell |State Agreements Officer f

Enclosure: Letter dated January 29, 1983 from !Neclear Energy Services, Inc. to '

New York Department of Labor

CC: '

J. M. Allan, RI !
J. O. Lubenau, OSP
F. N. Brenneman, RI

B502120132 840726 l
PDR FOIA |
HOLMES 84-529 PDR

l

!
1

]



,
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

;s' * \. ( (' .

/ .

NUCLhAR ENERGY SERVICES, INC. Page 1
SHELita ROCatADAD-
DANeustY. CONNECTICUT 08810 -
isosi m asai 99

.) '

..

Jarnaary 29, 1983-

Mr. Inwis Calvisino
State of New York, Dept. of Labor -

'

Division of Safety and Health ~

Radiological Health Unit
'1%o World Trade Center
New York, New York 10047

Dear Mr. Calvisino:

The following synopsis describes the actions taken after having received 200 curies
of Iridiun 192 mitting radiation avraadirxJ the applicable regulatory limit: -

On 1-26-83, a shipnent of one 200 curie IR192 radinartive isotope a s
received by Nuclear Energy Services - (NES) for use in radbmhy at the
Nine Mile Point Unit il Nuclear Generating Station in W , New York.
This isotope was shipped by Gulf Nuclear Cw.y.uat. ion of Webster, Texas-

and was delivered by Federal Express to Nine Mile Point.

'Ihe shipping container holding the isci.qm as a Gulf Nuclear Model U110A
,

S/N 13, and was packed in a 15" diameter drun type overpack. Upon initial
survey, the radiation dose rate frun the drun as found to' exceed regulatory
limits. A decisicm was maan to move the drun to an isolated area in the
reactor building where it could be safely locked in a sL.u. age box and

' access would be limited.

'the storage box was positioned so the radiation leak was against a concrete
wall that had no access to its other side. 'the area was then appropriately

; barrir adaa with rope and signs.

T-adiately notified were Mr. Nrd Imach, Radiation Prot et.icm Superintendent
of Niagara Mohawk Power Conpany QEPC), and Mr. Otis Ganble, Radiation Safety

| Officer of Nuclear Energy Services, Ccnam Inspection Division.

After meeting with IMPC and discussing the situation, additional surveys
were made with the shipping container renoved frun its overpack. It was
found that a snall diameter pencil-like beam of radiation was passing out
of one side of the container. All other sides were well within limits.
(See attachments for survey readings) . 1

At the cmpletion of the surveys, your office was informed. Mr. Steve
.- Hudson, Nine Mile Point Resident NBC Inspe tcr who was informed of the

.
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. (contirnaed) January 29, 1983

situation by Mr. Imach, notified the Nuclear Regulatory Ccumission,
Region 1. I notified the Syracuse office of Federal Express dx), in
turn, contacted their Radiation Ccmsultant, Dr. Roy Parker. Notification
went to Gulf Nuclear frczn Mr. Otis Ganble.

On 1-27-83, a leak test was performed to insure that there was no
contaminat. ion present. Results were less than .001 microcuries (see
attached report) .

. 4 1-28-83, the isotope was transferred out of the shipping container
into an errpty Gulf Pelear Model 40V camera which was owned by N.E.S. .

No problems occurred during the transfer and the radiation levels on
all sides are within limits. 'the enpty shipping container is now
ready for shipmmt back to Gulf M"laar with the defective area
clearly marked out. No overexposure occurred to N.E.S. or Nine Mile
pe.c.w u nel.

If any additional qaesticms arise, please cantact me at (315) 342-5243, ext.15.

Very truly yours,

S

Rick A. Zieber
Nine Mile Point
N.E.S. Project Supervisor

cc: Otis Ganble (CNAM)
Dr. Roy Parker (FEIERAL EXPRESS)
Edward Isach DNPC)
C.P. Hopcraft (GULF NCELEAR)
Ms. Myu C A 11 (NRC, RBGIN 1) ~

RAZ:erc
Atts.
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