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REFORE THE

UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

LICENSE NO. NPF-29

BOCKET NO, 50-416

IN THE MATTER OF

MISSISSi Pl POKER & LIGHT COMPANY
and
SYSTEM ENERGY RESOURCES, INC,
anc
SOUTH MISSISSIPPI ELECTRIC POWER ASSOCTATION
and
ENTERGY OPERATIONS, INC,

ALEIRMATION

I, W. T, Cottle, being duly sworn, state that 1 am Viee President,

Operat ions GONS of Entergy Operations, Inc.; that on behalf of Entergy
Operations, Inc., System Energy Resources, Inc., and South Mississippi
Electrie Power Association 1 am authorized by Entergy Operations, Inc, to
sign and file wish the Nuclear Regulatery Commission, this response to
Generic Letter 92-04 for the Grand Gulf Nuclear Station; that 1 signed
this response as Vice President, Oparations GGNS of Entergy Operations,
Inc,; and that the statem~nts made and (he matters set forth therein are
true and correct to the hest of my knowledge, information and beliaf,

-
e ST
-

W. T. Cottle

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
COUNTY OF CLATBORNE

SUBSCRIBED AND SWOEN TO before mﬂ.ﬂr Notary Publje, in and for the County
and State above named, this _ 25 ™ day of : ey 1992,

{ SEAL)

Notary Puble

My commission expires:

wam 19295
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RESPONSE TO NRC GENERIC LETTER 92-04
Resolution of the Issues Yelated to Reactor Vessel Level Instrumentation

The following information represents the Grand Gulf Nuclear Jtation
rosponse to the s cific Requested Actions in the Generic Letter for
Grand Gulf Nuclear Jtation,

Requested Action 1

1. In light of potent ial errors resulting from the effects of
non=condansables gae, cach |lcenses shonld determine:

a. The dmpact of potential Tevel indication errors on automatic
safety system response during all licensing basis transients and
necidents

b.  The impact of potept: @ o C ey ‘onr errors on operator's
short and long tarm & kiey- Moo o4 fter all Yleonsing basis
accidents and tranfien

s The impact of potential Jevel ipdications errors on opsrator
actions prescryibed in emergen .y sperating procedutes or other
affected procedures not cover o in (n).

Response

1.8, The BWR Owners' Group (BWROG) provided to the NRC and each of
the member utilities a4 veport on BWK Keactor Vessel Water Level
Instrurentation, Revision 1, August 28, 1992, This report
addresses the safety impact of potential wate: level indication
errors on automatic system respouse during all licensing basis
transfentg and accidents., This analysis asis is contained in
Section 6.0 Bafety Analysis of the report and is summarized in
Section 2.2 T'iant Responses to Postulated Accident Scenarios.
The information in the BWROG veport {s applicable to the design
of Grand Gulf Nuclear Station; this conclugion is based o our
documented review of the report and the evaluation made by
General Electric as contained in Attachment 2 to the repert,
Grand Gulf Nuclear Station recagnizes that there are differences
between the designs of BWE plants and systems; however, our
review of the report (including Attachment 2 conclusions)
rainforees Grand Gulf Noclear Station general understanding that
the basic plant response to the design basis transients and
accident events is sufficiently similar to obviate the need for
additional plant unique detailed re-analysis. Ao svaluation of
the applicability of the BWROG report to the GGNS design was
performed,

1.b. The BWROUG report addresses, in section 6.9 Operator Responses,
the operator actions that counld be anticipated in response to
potentfal water level indication ervors. 1In the shert term the
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report discusses in section 6.0 that the auvtomatic safety
actions will be performed as necessary. Additjional guidance has
been provided to the plant operations personnel as a result of
the BWROG Emergency Procedures Committes (EPC) recommendat{on
letter of August 19, 1992, Opce available, this sensitizing
ginidance was provided to the operators as part of their shift
turnover activities as they came back on duty, This was
accomplished by enclosing copies of the letter in the Operations
wight orders, The ivterim guidance informatlon has sensitized
the operators to the possible concerns with accurste water level
rondings following a rapid depressurization while not
necessitating a change to the existing long term guidance
provided in the Emergency Operating Procedures (EOP),

1,0, As stated in section 6.9 of the report and the 1.b. response
above the aperators have adegquate (nformation in the present
EOPs as augmented by the recent information communication frow
the EPC.  This is reinforced by the BWROG letter of September
24, 1992, in yvesponse to NRC concerns in a letter dated
September 9, 1992, The EPFC {8 contiming to review the
potential need for any additional guidance in the Emergency
Procedure Guidalines (EPG) to further address the potential
water lavel (ndication errors. Such review will take into
aceount the information from the BWROG program of andlysis and
teating regarding this issue,

R R N R U E———

Requested Action 2

-

2., Based upon the results of (1), above, each licensee should notify the
NRC of short term actions taken, such as:

A, Pariodic monitoring of level instrumentation systes leakage;
and

R ——

b, Implementat fon of procedures and operator training to assure
that potential level eriors will mot result in improper opsrator
actions,

Response

£, Grand Gulf Nuelear Station has informed its operators of the
Infarmat fon containsd in the letter from the EPC, The existing
{nformat fon about the cenfiguration of the cold leg water level
fnstrumentation has been reviewed and additional verification of
insulation integrity will take place at the next refueling
outage. The available information has been provided to the
BWR(G to be factored into the test configurations in the AWROG
program (provided to the NRC in the August 12, 1992 letter from
the BWROG), The significance of different characteristics of
the confignration of cold leg water level instrumentation will
be better understood after the BWROG program test information is
available.

B TR,
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Short teem actions taken o1 planned include:

«  Tracking reactor water level following scrams or during
shutdowns to identify unusual responses.

«  Continuing te periorm channel checks on the reactor water
level instrumentation,

| = Information was provided to Plant Operators, 1&C
Techuicians, and 1&C Planners describing how any identified
loaks on reactor water level instrvumentation are significant
and need to be documented and corrected in a timely manner,

oy e

| < A lesson plan was developed concerning this phenomenon, and
has been incorporated into Initial License Operator
Training, and {s currently scheduled to be incorporated into
Licensed Operator Requalification Training in late 1992,

@ The response to 1.b, discusses procedures and operator training
L to assure that potential level errors will not result in
improper operator actions, |

| Requested Action 3

! 3. Each llcensee should provide its plans and schedule for corvective

actions, including any proposed hardware modifications necessary to
. ensure the level instrumentation system design is of high funetional .
g reliability for long term operation, Since this instrumentation
plays an fwportant role in plant safety and is required for both
normal and accident conditions, the staff recommends tnat each
utility implement {ts longer term actions to assure a level
instrumentat fon system of high functional reliability at the first
opportunity but prior to starting up after the next refueling outage
comgenc ing 3 months after the date of this letter,

L 3. Grand Gulf Nuclear Statlon endorses the BWROG plans originally
provided in BWROG letter to the NRC on August 12, 1992
(Refarence a). Grand Gulf Nuclear Station alno reaffirms
support of the BWRCS plan by endorsin g the BWNROG letter of
Septoember 24, 1992 (Reference b), Grand Gulf Nuclear Station
facilitios are scheduled to start their next refueling outage
for Grand Gulf Nuclear Station in the fall of 1993, 1If the
BWROG Program indicates that modifications are necessary to
assure that the level instrumentation is of high functional
reliability, such modification schedule will be provided to the
NRO at that time.
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Response 1
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